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Forewords 


‘The King Abxlulaztz Public Library pleased to be coortinating the Kingdoms of Saud 
‘Arabia’ participation in this unique exhibition aban the Haj ut she Hitsh Miasevm. 

Saudi Arabia takes its responsibility towards the ten million Muslims who 
perform the Haj} and Umrah pilgrimages wnaually with the whmest seriousness 
‘and care. Pilgrims come from every corner of our world and the three millon on 
Haj} reprewent the greatest peaceful gathering on curt. Makkah Alnnakarrunnte 
Saud Arabia isthe cradle of Islam, and the gidleh of more than 1.6 billion Muslims 
‘who tu Coit five times daily ducing penyer. The Kingdom aims to offer pilgrios the 
‘highest quality of hospitality and continues to develop the holy places of Makkah 
land Medinah in order to improve services for these guests of God, Sanall Arabia 
betloven service to pilgrims s an honour, a trust. anal a responsibility 

We hope thit this exhibition willbe # source of inspirution and enlightenment 
fo all who visit 


Voisal bin Muammar 
General Supervisor 
King Abdulaai¢ Public Libewry: Riyadh 


We are pleased to support the British Museum exhibition Majf: journey to the hewrt 
of Islam, Ha) bs a momentous event in the lives of Mustions. » pilgrimage many 
‘undertake from all corners of the globe. We hope that everyone who experiences 
this exhibition will leave with « greater understanding of the history, power and 
Innportinee of the journey and of the people who make it 


Mukhtar Hassain 
‘Global CEO HSC Amana & CHO HSBC Malaysia 


HISHC Amanah has siqporte the exhibition's iternatonal evel outside the 
‘inglonnof Sault Arabi. 


‘Understanding Haij is integral 10 an understanding of Islam. Every Muslim aspires t0 
make that journey. It in one ofthe five pillars of Islam. Hut it isthe only one which 
‘non-Muslims can neither observe nor take part in, ILis important therefore to find other 
‘ways 10 explore that experience and to understand what it means to Mustims now, and 
‘what it has meant through the centuries, That Ws the purpose ofthis exhibition, For the 
‘irnish Muscum, which has had objects fom the Ixlamic world in ity collection since 
{ts foundation in 175%, an exhibition on this subject fits with our guiding principle of 
using objects and the forum of an exhibition to try to understand the complex workd 
in which we live. To evoke and explain this remarkable annual gathering of Muslims. 
‘across time and across the globe we have drawn together objects from key public 
and private collections. These help us to tell the story of shat spiritual journey und 10 
convey the intensity of this collective but also very private act of faith, 

‘We are most indebted to HIRH Prince Mohammed bin Nawaf Al Saud, 
‘Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at the Court of St James, for guidance 
and encouragement, This exhibition ts the result of a close and happy co-operation, 
‘between the British Muscum and the King Abdulaziz Public Library, We are grateful 
10 our colleagues there for theie unstinting help, 

Hhwould not have beon possible to put on an exhibition of this kind without the 
yencrous support of HSBC Amanah who have shared our vision, 1 am also most 
‘grateful tothe ANC who have helped us carey out the reseurch need to underpin 
‘the exhibition and to our many lenders, particularly the Khali amily Trust, 

‘The Museum und its partners hope thot this exhibition. will Yntroduce the 
‘subject of Hajj 10 those for whom itis unfamiliar and present i afresh to Muslims 
who know it better thhan anyone else, 


Neil MacGregor 
Direetor, The British Musewin 


Preface and Acknowledgements 


Preface 

‘Hah: Journey (0 the heart of bulamr tx an exhibition that tells the 
story of the phenomenon of the Hajj, unique among world 
religions, from its beginnings until the prevent day. ‘This book 
‘was conceived as a companion Lo the exhibition rather than 
@ conventional catalogue, Our intention hus been to gather 
the history. the yoices of primis and the material culture 
wevocluted with Haj) together in one place. We felt this war 
greatly needed because the story of Hall ctoses so many very 
dflront disciplines. ron religion, history and archacology to 
anthropology, travel and art history, each of which often form» 
the mubject of self-contained! publicotions, We therefore beought 
together u group of distinguished sctuolars who themselves take 
1wxon w Journey and help us delve deeper into the subject. Karen 
_Armatrong invites us to look at Hu}) within a broader contest of 
pilgrimage: M,A.S. Abdel Haleem explains the rituals of Hajj atnd 
their moaning and also gives us an insight into the experience of 
a Hat in rural Egypt. Hugh Kennedy explores the history of the 
‘Haj in carly Isla and then focuses on two key travellers, Nasir-l 
Kthustaw snd fbn faba, whose fascinating wevounts provide 
such insight not only into the pructcalitles of the Journey 
but the deeper meaning of why they undertook Ut. When you 
‘compare the writings of those early pilgrim with thowe of toy 
1 Clear that, although the method of travel vid Mecca sel 
‘may have changed overtime. the uct of pilgrimage ~ that need te 
{ouch the holy place, the reactions to sing the Ka’bo at Mecca 
forthe fest ime have not changed at all. Robert Irwia picks 
“up the history in the thirteenth century and, in a veritable tour 
Choris, he introduces us to more travellers und tells the story 
of Ha during the Mamluk wo Ottoman pert. through to 
colonial thmes and up to the twentieth century: fe then falls to 
“Bowklin Sardar to being us up Lo the prevent day: he lok at 
how the enormous growth in numbers has changes Haji the 
modern ers and demonstrates how its orpornaed today 


Running in parallel with the history of Hajj is the story 
‘of the material culture that surrounds \t. whether paintings 
‘evoking the journey: archaeological finds freen the Hajj routes: 
‘manuscripts historic photographs and tiles ihustrating the boty 
‘sanctuaries at Mecea oat Mew: certificates and pilgrim guides 
‘commemorating the experience: of selentiie instruments for 
dotermining the direction of Mecca In axklition, there are the 
‘objects takers by pilgrims oo Hajl or beought back as souvenirs. 
sand the beautiful textiles made annually expectally for the 
Ku'ba. The works of photograph. painting and sculpture by 
Ccontemporury artists add a further dimension to the art of Hal. 
Ail of thewe complement and personal the history, allowing 
us to plimpye the experience through indivkhials, deepen our 
‘understanding and see how art has been use! i the service of 
{sun These objects, many of which are include nthe exhibition. 
fare illustrated throayhout the book: some are highlighted in 
‘themed spreads on subjects such ws ‘wacred peowraphy” the tiles 
‘of Move and Medina, the Puta al-Maramays manuseriges at 
{the wiered textiles. There also # focus on particular Haj rites 
with detailed snaps: across Africa, froen Syria and Cale and tha 
‘remrbable erilewvour. the Hijae Ralbeny. 


Endmatter and conventions 
Atthe ent of the book tsan extensive bibliography of works cited 
IM the text und seme further rending. The travellers’ narratives 
‘are treated separately anal have their over: section. The objets 
that abso fenton w9 the exhibition are listed at the ead with 
‘publication detaits where relevant 

‘As rewinis the spellings of Aribic words. We have optes foe 
‘simplicity. The only transliteration i forthe letter ‘ayer and the 
umca where they vccur tn the mikklle of a woe fas ia Kibo 
‘oF Quran), Dates are giver in AD farm unless otherwise woe 
For the translations from the Que“an, we have generally used the 
translation by MLAS. Abel Haleem, 


“This project began in 2009 with a visit by Nell Mactirogor and 
myself wo Saud Arabi where we met their Rayal Highnesiex 
Prince Sultan bin Salman, Prince Faisal bin Abdullah and 
Princess Adelah bint Abdullah, Their enthusiasm pave us 
the encouragement we needed. The early und very generous 
promise of support from HSWC-Amunak allowed the project 
{to get off the jrround wnd here I would like to thank Marah 
WinteMoon, Mead of Cultural Sponsorship at HSBC in 
particular, Qaisra Khan came in as project curator and we 
‘beqan our work in earnest om the exhibition structure, finding 
‘objects and expanding the scope to include In-depth contact 
with Muslin communities across the (UK, At 4 later stage, 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AMNC) provided 
further generous support focusing on the research. Here 1 
‘would tke to thank my colleague 10 Wil for his valuable help 
tn the preparation of the application, We were able ther to 
expand the team 40 Wnclude the researcher Jol Slight, and 
to create a legacy for the project through an association with 
‘Sean McLoughlin from the University of Leeds, recording 
the experience of Haj) of UK Muslims. (The AHRC are also 
‘supporting an academic conference, the proceedings of whic 
will be published as a companion votame to this book.| The 
King Abduluziz Ubrary agreed to become organizational 
partnee on the exhitvtion, facilitating loans from the Kingdom 
‘of Saudi Arabia, and | am extremely grateful to HIRH Prince 
Mohammed bin Nuwaf Al Saud, HE Faysal bin Muammar, 


TAs Shon, 
‘ohana A Mat 


“Avena Yon ns captured ho see am Hi ant Man & 
(4.1905) whch hod rate subtitles oo 1 ph, mining the 
“image f0 Sop ight ane! shadows whee npriyre Ma Xretk 
a May i 1 64 ond wan portay tuck by ew uty a na 
‘ood ord pce 


Atdulkarcem Zaid. Fahad Abdulkareem. Omer Sheikh and 
Jennifer utigue forall their asxtstaice tn thi regard. We also 
stublished an advisory board who have provided a wealth of 
‘advice very muny practical ways and tele names ute fisted 
‘with the list of contributors at the beginning of the book. 

‘Working on this project. Ehave encountered whole hearted 
‘enthusiasm and support for our endeavour trom trends and 
ccalleayues arvund the world. and there ane many people t0 
thank, Neither this bock nor dhe aesowmpariying exhibition 
‘could have been achieved without « number of ey people: My 
first adviser and mentor was James Atlan, whose ploneering 
exhibition Pilgrimage ‘The Sacred Journey in 2000 was an 
Important source of inspiration, He provided me with much 
‘ceded guidance and support kn the early stage, particularly ws 
regards the structure and content of the exhibition. Other key 
‘supporters at that stage Were Tim Stanley and Annabel Gallop, 
‘wha Helped and encouraged in a myriad of ways, as dl HEL 
Prince Hassan bin Talal, 


on 


For the organization und preparation of this book 1 am 
especially grateful to Malise Ruthven. who worked with us 
lovely, und my clow colleagues Quisra Khan and Jolin Slight. 
who both contributed much and helped owe editor Coralie 
Hepburn and myself to bring it all txsther. 

or the chapters in the book. { would like to thunk most 
warmly our main authors, Karen Armstrong. M.A.S. Abdel 
Haleom, Hugh Kennedy. Robert Irwin and zuddin Sardar, for 
theit excellent contributions und for their forbearance. 

Inuadtion to thetr work we havw had considerable help rom 
‘number of people in key areas In connection withthe themed 
spreads Tim Insoll went fo Mali on the Muscusn’s behalf to hely 
lux souree objocts to include bn the exhiltion and! rout back 
Haj}related tems forthe collection. Hiv main eontribution to 
‘the book is the thematic spread on Alea, In Uhis area we were 
also helped! by another atehacologist and expert tn the Held, 
Saun Nixon. Anulrew Petersen introduced me to the Hu forts 
Jordan, and Lam gratetl to bien for sharing is knowledge 90 
seenerousty and foe his particular help on the spreads relating 
1 the Syrian Haji route and the Hajj forts, Sant Abst al-Ntalik 
hhas also been extremely yenerouy in providing » growt de of 

{information on the Fa} route across Sina, For sharing theie deep 
knowledge of the Darb Zashayutn nnd the rosites crows Arabia 
‘and for their unswerving sipport throughout this yet Laan 
‘arealy Inde to Saad ab Rashid and Mubarnenad Thenayan 
‘Silke Ackerman felped me t0 understand the complesity of 
the instruments wade to ascertain the direction of Mecea and 
‘sacred yeography, and Muhammad fsa Waley hax worked with 
us closely, purtiewlarly on the manuscripts of the Vatu al 
Haramaya, bewutiully translating large sections for oUF ease in 
te boak und cliowhere. Yor advice on the complex subject ofthe 
archive photographs Iain most grated to William Facey. Bade 

‘Al Mayo, Carney Gavan and Richart Fastorin) We also received 

‘a great deal of advice and practical help from John Herbeet who 

‘shared his photography of the Durb Zubayd and much else; 

from Peter Sanders. Ovklio Salazar and Alnowe Merchant 

In terms of the objects. the Khalil Family Trust have 

‘provided us with a large number from their rich collection, 

and 1 am extremely grateful to David Khalil for engaging so 

willingly with us bn this project. His Help and that of Netuel 


Ropers and Nabla Nawar have been invaluable, Naubla has 
‘worked Urelessly with us and his contributed ber own extensive 
knowledge on the textiles assoctuted with Mecea and Medinu 
My collewgues at the Hritish Library have been prea source 
of support from the beginning when they agreed to lend some 
‘of the great treasures of their collection including one of the 
‘oldest Qur'ans in existence. They alse provided advice on. the 
‘choice of objects from their collections and subsequent help 
‘on. captions and much else besides. and I umn sreutly indebted 
w them: Calin Baker, Annabel Gallop, who with her colleagues 
Al Akbar in Jakarta. und in Aceh Syuket Zulian and Salman 
Abdul Muthabb, helped on a number of the South Asian 
manuscripts: Peter Harber, Jobin Falconer, Marion Wallace and 
arbara (F'Conner. Similarly my thanks go to my colleagues at 
the Victoria und Albert Museum, Tim Stanley, Martam Rowser= 
‘Owen, Susan Stronge, Rosemary Cell andl Marta Weeose at the 
Arcadian Library 1 woukd ike Wo thank the Chairman for 90 
enerously loading us.» oumber of marvellous books from the 
collecion and 1 bis colleagues Robert Jones and Ben Cadden 
for thee Help atthe Chester Hentty Labrary L would tke to thank 
Blaine Weight and Michael Ryan for agreeing xo readily to lend 
some of thelr beuutiful manuscripts: at the Bodleian Ubrary 
‘my Warmest thanks yo to Colin Waketle and Gillian Evison: 
fat the Ashmolean Museum, Alessandra Ceresac at the Bemaki 
Muscum 1 ui extremely grateful to Mina Moraitoa, Antu 
‘allan and Marta Sard for all hele sugywiet: at the Lower, to 
Sophie Makuriow, Charlotte Maury aod Curine Juvin, whose 
scholarly work on the Rowley of Arabia exhibition (2010) 
Proved invaluable for this project: and at the Mibtioeheque 
Nationale, Manie-Genevieve Guosdon. My Dutch colleagues at 
the Tropenonuscum Amsterdam, the Leulen University Library 
fand the Muscum Volkenkunde were enthusiastic from the 
start and period my eyes to the fascinating world of Sinouck, 
‘turgronje and thetr rich collections pertaining te South-Kast 
Asn Islam, Here 1 woul Whe to thank Mirjam Shatanawt, 
‘Lasly Mols, Aarnoud Vewik and Graeme Seort with whom 1 
spent many happy hours looking at wonderful objects only a 
rwetion of which could we eywatually include in the exhibition, 

At the Shiscur for Volkenkunde 1 would like wo Unauk Stephow 
Englesman, Anne Marie Worlee aol Joba Siimonsberpen. tn 


addition { would like to thaeik Jan Just Witkamn for help on a 
‘number of the Leiden University Library objects and thinks abso 
TAN. Frankhutzen at the Library, and Djurke Vn der Wal for 
sharing her expertise on the Snouck Hurgronje photographs. 
In Malaysia my thanks go to Syed Mokhtar Albukhary, whose 
exhibition and book En Route 10 Mecea is one of the few to 
thave foewed on the Hajj and is also @ mine Of Information. 1 
‘woul! ubo like to thank his colleagues Nurul Iowa Rust and 
‘also Laicien de Guise; and tn the National Library, Faiz Hime 
‘Yosot At the Thomas Cook arctive I would like to thank Paul 
‘Smith, Io Timbukss 1 am extremely grateful to Abi Ould Sidi 
‘and Abdel Kader Haidara and, for earty advice on West African 
manuscripts, Paulo Parlas and t0 Sekow Herte who facilitated 
‘Tum Insol's trip wo Mali on the Roitish Museusn’s beball, Por help 
with the Bettiah Library Hajj ceruiioate Iam extremely grateful 
to Tarhanw Mannan who shared her PhD research with me 
‘on the Sandal of the Prophet front her thesis ‘Commemorative 
‘Shrines dedicated to the Prophet and fis Family dn Bengal” as 
<i Farouk Yahya with his MA dissertation on the Patan Dai 
‘ak Kyat. For the translation of the Aga Khan's Hail certificate 
Jam grateful to Muhammad fort und Shalirokls Rajon, 

1 au also grate to Angus Stayer foe te lar of the material 
relating to Lady Bvelyn Cobboltt Muhararnad Haft fe te works 
Dy Ayman Vonsr and Abs abuser Ghareny: an to Me Abuhubasie 
sal Turks, who made possible the acquisition of the photegravures 
‘of Magnetton by Alive Mater for te muscu: alo vo the Fence 
Abbas Hult for the hoan of the Abbas Hm allway and! to Jane 
Hoya at Durham Unversity Library forall her usaatnce on ta 
to Lady Margaret Halland for agreving to the loa of Sir Rewer 
‘olland's kioww fragment: Mary MeWilans and Glen Laney at 
harvard Art Museums for allowing us to borrow dhe muygicent 
Maj banner: Jim Hlennet ut the Muscurn of the History af Scenice 
{he the loan of the Morocean astrolube: Peter Symes for his advice 
‘on Hajj rupees, Bent Junod from the Aga Khan True for Culture, 
FFor the medern art. thanks wo to Idris Khan and Victoria Miro for 
‘the lown of Seven futhe: and to Stephen Stapicton and Aya Moussa 
for all their help us regards the Sanu artists. 

‘There are ulso others to thank: for early advice on textiles 1 
‘am grateful to Habra Teacan aod Selin tpek and for other help in 
Turkey to Zeren Tanindi, Nurhan Atasoy, Selen Exingu and Bora 


‘hakiner: Thank are also due to Nasser Rabat, Juba Raby, Nick 
‘Warner, Margaret MeMillan, Christopher Baul, Lind Komuro, 
Jonathan Bloom, Sheila fair and Sheila Canby: Finally to 
Michael Wolfe and FR. Peters whose publications on the Haj) 
were the starting point for al the work we did. 

1 remains to thank most wholeheartedly my colleagues 
‘within the British Museum, tarting with Carolyn Marsden Smith 
sand the Haj core project team. David Francis, Jonathan Ould, 
Nicholls Newberry, Matthew Weaver and Emeline Winston. 
| would also lke to thank Jessica Harrison-Hall, Mark Macdonald, 
Hugo Chapman, Sona Datta, Richard Bhurton and Socha Priewe 
ts well as Dudley Hubbard, who took wonderful photographs 10 
Jordan, and Ivor Kerala and John Willams. Warmest thanks 
‘in particular to any friends and colleagues tn the Middle Kast 
‘Department: Fobmida Soleman, Luke Macmillas and Ladan 
‘Akbarnia, and alo to Sarah Choy und Wendy Adamson, John 
Curt and Jonathan Tubb, 1 would aso ko to Abani Justin 
Morris, Jemima Mackle, Hannah Houlton, Margaux Simms, 
Caroline User, Clare McDowall. Jenner Sugitani Andrew 
Hurnett, AC Brit Museum Pres ovF editor Corae Hepburn 
tus hen magaiticent and has miraculously eld this together. 
{am extremely grateful to her. Thanks alse wo Rosemary Bewdley, 
For the bewutial design of this book I would like wo thank Hobby 
wrchall forthe picture reveurch, Axelle RusosHleal; toe the 
praduction work, Melanie Morete for proofreading Jane Lyons) 
for the maps and artwork, Matt Rigg and for the hard Work of 
‘iting. Nina Shino. 1am yratetat ale or wditona hel from 
sane wowaferful volunteers: Judith Hono, Rosa Sinclat- Wilson 
‘and Nina Swap, who also helped us on the Butch decuments 

FPnally: deepest thanks goto Qasr Khan. who bax worked! 
tirelessly and wit such you humane on both the exibition, 
«and the book and to Jobin Slight who has a helped enormously 
in very many ways 1 am grewily indebted to them both fr 
their onthastasmn and commitanent, My tal (hanks yy bo Neil 
MacGregor whose inital vision and continuing encouragement 
‘wave helped to make this project uct rewarding experience nd 
to my husband Charles and our daughters Emily and Rhiunnon, 
‘howe love and support have sustained me throughout. 


‘Venetia Porter 
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Introduction 


PILGRIMAGE: Why Do They Do It? 


F9. 
‘Map of East Ati and the western 
Ahan Ocean Hom The Queen ary Aa. 
1585-4, by Oiage Mamem 

x aeem 

rssh Kiary, London 


Lm ato 1583 Mary Tadorcommnioned 
mama atat tram the most 
Srrompinted chartmane of th Say 


‘egret ofthe sonehuares of Mecca ond 
Medina een ove dpsed as vathedral 
{inscriptions i Latin expla thot Ye ae 
tutommad’ trl pace, whe he most 
ceetrotnd hour, empire ond cy’ of Meco 
13 the kc  tasramag Hep ore 
(plone of pagrmage Ye th Saracen and 
‘thers ox Rome ff the Civitan 


IF we want to understand the contemporary world. we need an informed and 
balanced understanding of Islam, and there ean be no be 


reduction to the 
dynamic and values of Muslim faith than the Hajj pilgrimage. Hut to the seeulurly 
inclined, pilgrimage appears hopelessly archi 


and i is even religiously suspect 


to some Protestant sensibilities, So how cun a pilgrimage tke us inte the heart 


of Islarn’? When we watch vast crowds of Muslims performing theve areune rites. 


which, like any ritual, ca seem baarre 10 an outsider, wo may be tempted to 
conchade thut Islam, ax its detractors claim. is indeed! incompatible with modernity. 
Yet if we look at the history of human spirituality. the Hal) Is profoundly 


typical. Long before human beings begun to mup their world scientifically. they 


developed a ‘sacred geography’! Anything in the natural workd that stood out 


from its surroundings was believed 1o give human beings direct accoxs to the divine 


world, because it spake of something else In that arid region of the Hija, the 


spring of Zanwam may have made Meceu u boly p 


ice long. before w city wus built 
ys suggested 
the presence of sacred power, Hence for centuriey Hindu pilgrims have immersed 


there.’ The life-sustaining and purifying qualities of water have wl 


themselves in the sanctity of the River Ganges and congregated tn the holy city of 


Varanasi through which i flows, 


In our scientifically oriented society, we see symbols is essentially separate 


referent, but for most of human history # symbol participated in the 


reality it represented and guve people access to an elusive reality that could not 
be de 


strated rationully* Prom time jmnenemorial pllgrinys have revered such 


sacred mountains as Meru in tndia, Pu in Japon and Zion in Palestine ws the 


‘centre’ of the world, not in any litera sense, but because their grandeur and 
beauty 


Socompelling is this practice that it haxstubbornty surfaced in traditions whose 


wnieste the mysterious essence of the coymos.’ 


Sounders bad no ume for i. The Buddha Was very scathing about pilgrimage," but 


from a very ently date pilgrims yathered at places wssoclated with key moments 
of hi 


‘containing his relics. Jesus said that the time for holy mountains was over; was 


fe (such ws Bodhgaya where be achieved enlighten tps 
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only pagans. argued the Egyptian scholar Origen (185-254). who sought the 
divine in “particular place.” But by the end of the sixth century Christian pilgrims 
were flocking in droves to Jerusalem and to shrines housing the relies of thelr 
martyrs, Guru Nanak (1469°1539), founder of Sikhise, said that pilgrimage was 
‘worthless* but this did not stop the Golden Temple at Amritsar becoming: # holy 
place for Sikhs. The Haj may be the only pilgrimage required of all Musdims as one 
‘of the five pillary of Islam, but in addition the Shi'a have thelr own pilgrimage to 
Karbala in Iraq. where Imam Husayn. the Prophet Muhammad's grandson, was 
martyred, and crowds of African pilgrims visit the shrinex of sich Sul saints ax 
Almada Barna (d. 1927} in Senegal 

Why do they do it? Neca pilgrimage was an early form of tourism that 
facilitated travel at a time when it was dangerous and expensive? Chaucer's Wile 
of Bath, 9 route to Thomas Becket’s tomb in Canterbury. an indefatigable 
tourist and has already visited Jerusalem (three times). Rome, Compostela an the 
Magis’ tomb in Cologne." Bat pilgrimage was no plenic: it could be demanding 
tand even perilous. I can certainly be financially beneficial. The Hal was crucial 
to the development of commerce in Mecei.! and in India pilgrimage boosts local 
‘economies. 8 religious festival usually coincides with a maj market 

But the remarkable similarity of pilgrim kdeology and practice across the board 
suggests that we are dealing with something more fundamental. The experience 
‘of ecatuthe ‘ascent’ Is cruclak hence the ubiquitous rigguruts and pyramids. which, 
‘enabled pilgrins to climb symbolically through the commox to meet ther gods 
and the widesprend imagery of the comic pole, tree or ladder. an “axis” linking 
the underworld, earth and heaven." The Cosmic Pillar was central to nian Velie 
ritual and we find the Sucred Laxlder in Jacob's numninous dream a Hethet!* snd 
the mira whict took Mutuaramad from Jerusalem to the divine throne.’ 

iqually pervasive the symbolism of the paradisal olden ape ot the beginning of 
ime ~ myth found in nearly all cultures, I expresses not ahistorical reality but our 
Aonato conviction that hina life was no Meant to be 0 unsatialactny Hawes ard 
tragic." The Garden of Eien wus an experience of primal wholeness. efore the fall 
cf Adm wo Eve. no gulf yawned between the human arid the divine: there was 10 
sharp divide between the sexes. aud wo absolute distinction between good and evil!” 
‘Solomon's temple in Jerusalem was apparently designed! as i replicw of Bien" wed 
pilgrims who made the ‘scent’ (ala) up the sacred hill of Zoe to take parti the 
‘temple ritual fot that they recovered ~f only momentary ~an Bilenic shalom. a wont 
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usually translated as “peace” but which really means "wholeness, 
‘completion’! Similarly, it the Islamic world. traditions developed 
claiming that the Kaba is the highest spot on curt. because the 
‘polar star shows that it is opponite the centre of the sky:?* that the 
‘Kaba marks the place where human lie began. where the Garden 
‘of Eden was located, where Adam named the animals, and where 
all the angels nd spirits (except this) howed down to the first man.” 
‘Sacred places are often associated in this way with the beginnings of 
lif. since they 90 obviously connect hewen an earth, Hence Jobin 
‘Donne recalled on his deathbed that the Holy Sepulchre Church in 
Jerusalem stands on the site of Baden "We thine that fwulise and 
Galyurie, Christ's Crosse, and Adums tre, stove in one place: 

Like the religious quest itself the pilgrimage begins with the perception that 
something is wrong. Yet we have a unique capacity for ekstass, which enables is to 
‘stand outside’ the ils that flesh ts heir to and glimpse something, thar transcends 
‘mundane experience. Hence pilgrims seck a place where the sacred! Is known 10 
have broken through 10 our flawed and mortal work! Sometimes this happened 
tn a dream. like Jacob's: sometimes in a cosmic event (as when a meteor later 
known ax the flack Stone. hurtled from heaven to Mecca) and sometimes in sin 
extraordinary spiritual attainment, such as the Buddha's achievement of nirvana, 
‘a martye’s heroism or, according to Sull belief, a mystic’s achievement of union 
‘with God, which ereates an "axis (qutb) linking earth and heaven! 

Nealizing that their immediate environment caninot satisfy thelr deepest needs, 
pilgrims seek a “therapy of distance’ They make a symbolic break with profane 
‘existence (often making a vow or donning special clothes) and leave the spiritually 
peripheral for the ‘centre’. The hardship of the journey separates them from their 
‘ontinary extyle: they may have to wbstaln from sex orablure any form af violence. 
‘The rigours of the road symbolize the difficulty of the ‘ascent’ and soctal norm 
‘are subverted, as rich wnd poor walk together as equals 

‘The pilgrimage sun initiation. a ritualized orden! that propels participants into 
se different sate of consciousness. Ritual isan art that many of us have Jost in the 
West. and some pilgrims are doubtless more skilled at t than others. The eftleacy 
‘of rite does not depend on credalous belie In traditional society, risal was not 
the product of religious ideas: rather, these ideas were the product of ritual, The 
Sanskrit for a place of pilyrimuge is titha, which derives from the root Er: 10 ‘crass 
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‘over’, When they arrive wt their destination, pilgrims perform other rites. carefully 
«crafted to help them make that transition to the divine, 

Sometiqes pilgrims imitate the actions of archetypal figures associated with 
the shrine und, by repeating these paradigmatic gestures. eave thele profane selves 
‘behind and momentarily become something greater" In Vedic ritual. the ceremonial 
building of a fire-altar symbolizing the cosmos was modelled on the work of the 
‘creatot,Prajapali and gave participants godlike status.” kn Mecca, pilgrims re-enact 
the story of Hagar and Ishmael Walking in the footsteps of Adam, Abraham and 
‘Muharnunad, they circle the Ka'ba seven times. a meditative exerctse similar to the 
Buddhist nadia, in which they lewe the ego belsind and become one with the press 
of the people” In Jerusalem, Christians make the Stations of the Cross along the 
Via Dolorosa. in Karbala, the Shi'a weep aloud as the rawvla, formal recitation of 
Husayn's story, brings this timeless tragedy into the present. 

‘The architecture of shrine often symbolizes the process of ‘aycent’. Aandi 
temple Jooks like a mandala from ubove: inside, exuberant ornament gives Way 
{o the stark darkness of the inner sanctum, representing intersority: In enterin 
such W shrine, pilgrims enter imaginatively into a diferent state of beta: the 
very Ieonography directs them beyond themselves. The Dome of the Rock tn 
Jerusalem, the first great Islamic building ever to be constructed, became the 
archetypal model of all future Muslim shrines. It commemorates the Prophet's 
‘miraculous ‘night journey’ (mt) from the Ka'bi in Meces to the Teenple Mourst 
{in Jerusalem, where he was yreeted by all the great peuphets of the past, The 
story symbolizes Islam’s reunion with the other Abrahamic faiths. Then the 
Prophet ascended from the Mount through the seven heavens until he reached 
the divine presence. forging in his own person a link between heaven and earth 
sand tracing the path that all of us must take in our return to the source of being. 
Hence the architecture of the Dome yymbolizes the path of all mystical uscent: 
the rock symbolizes the earth. starting point and origin of the quest itis enclosed 
‘i an octagon, whic in Sufi philosophy represents the frst ster away from the 
fixity of the square and (he beginning of ascent to wholeness, symbolized by the 
perfect circle of the dome. 

‘To the uninitiated, pilgrimage may seem lncotierent and contradictory. Yer 
these contradictions are essential 40 the ritual, because the sacred lies beyond 
‘categories wnd we demesticie and distort iif we try to confine It i neat, discrete 
‘concepts. The initiation of pilgrimage teaches participants to appreciate the 
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‘emential paradox of religious thought, to gs beyond duality, and thus enter the 
‘Primal vision of Filen, 

This is dificult for those unfamiliar with the logic of ritual and myth, tn 
‘popular modern parlance. the word ‘myth’ has come to mean something that is 
‘not (rue, and this hus made religion difficult for many Western people. But for 
‘most of human history the word ‘myth’ (rom the Greek muthein, "wa close the eyes 
‘or the mouth’ and hence suggesting silence and obscurity) wax more correctly 
understood us referring to those dimensions of human experience that are not 
readily amenable to logical discourse. A myth is more than w natural occurrence. 
Trisalso and essentially a programme for action, A mythical story can place us in 
the correct spiritual posture. Dut it is up 10 vs to Mike the next step. If we do not 
do this. the myth remains opaque and incomprehensible, A myth makes no sense 
‘unless i is somehow translated into practical action. Sometimes this requires an 
‘ethical practice, sometimes ina ritual re-enactenent, which revels the truth of the 
myth at level deeper than the rational, 

A pilgrimage ts just such a ltunl. 1 is & practice which. Wf performed with 
Imagination and care, enables people Lo enter a diferent, timeless dimension, It 
Iiberates us thom the surface of our lives. Over the centuries, It has been found Ho 
work i this way. Hence pilgrimage ts still poplar, ever i our secularized world, Lo 
Britain, crows gather annually at the ancient pilgrimage ste of Glastonbury for & 
‘music festival that brings them intimations of transcendence. Washington, IX 
capital of the world’s firt secular republic, has been builtin stich way that i 
conforms to the archetypal model of many classical holy cities: pilgrims process 
round the shrines of the great presidents; the Vietnam Memorial in its subterrancan 
pit represent the underwoek: and the pinnacte of the Washington Monument on its 
sacred hill points to heaven. By leaving our oninary Ives behind, turning ourselves 
physically towards the centre of our world. returning symbolically to the beginning. 
submitting ourselves (o the demanding rites of the pilgrimage. and living Kindly 
‘and gently in a properly oriented pilgrim community, we ewe learns that Ife has 
cother possibilities The contradictions and andours of the rites can propel us beyond 
‘our normal preoccupations into a different state of mind so that, we have 
been skill, unl pilgrims. we have intimations of something else, « mode of 
reality that can never be sitisfactorily defined, Perhups in studying the Hal), 
therefore, we can learn not only about Islam but also wo explore unraveled rexlons 
‘within ourselves, 


FIGRIMAGE WHY DO THEY BO HTT 


2 


The Importance 
of Hajj: Spirit 
and Rituals 


29 


The first House [of worship} to be established 


1 people was the one at 


Bakka fan old name for Mecca]. It isa blessed place: a source of guidance for 


all people: there are clewr signs in it; It ts the place where 


Abraham stood to pray; whoever enters: 


fe, Pilgrimage 
to the House is a duty owed to God by people who are able 
ake it. If aay 


une denies this, God has no need 
of anyone 


When 


Abraham's second wife Hagar and her 
young son Ishmael were east out at the instigation 
of Sarah. his first wife? he took them to the valley 
of Mece 


lon her a 


bug of dates 


nd some water but told her th 
he had to go tack, leaving her and Ishmael 
in Mecca, When he reassured her that it was 


the will of God that he should leave them 


there, she accepted he 


Wn to searel for more 
She run to and feo between (wo billocks 
that became known as Safa and Marwa 
She had left Ishmael nearty and when she 


returned fo him she found that water w: 


gushing from a speing in the ground ne 
him, which became known ax Zaman 


Some traditions attribute this miracle to an 


angel's intervention and some to 


Kicking the sand with his hee 
running (s0't) became one of the rituals 


the Hail 


4id drinking the water of 
Abraham came back to visit Hage and 


1. When Ishmact 


grew up. he would help his 


ther in a very 


mportont tusk in Mecca rebut 


ing. the 


ws (a cubetibe bu 


). Aceordin 


built the Ka’ba, but by the time Abraham came to Mecea it was no lo 


sd Abraham the place where the Ka'ba hud been. During the proves. 


tradition tells us that Abraham set the Black Stone in the wall of the Ka'bu 
and when it was Gnished, he and Ishmael both walked round it seven times: 


This became un essential ritual of the Haj), known as tawaf (going round), God 


dered Abraham and Ishmac 


» keep the Ka’ba clean from idolatry.* Abraham. 


the model of a true monothelst. prayed that God would protect him and his 


offspring from worshipping idols. 


Abraham 


1 also the supreme example of submission to God, This is clear 


ns 


ence to his vision that he should suerifice hix son."' According to 


teadition."® when Abraharn set 0 


9 fulfil the vislon, Satan tried to tempt him 


not todo it, saying, “God did not tell you to do this, It was just a dre 


m. How can 
you kill 


son for # dream)’, so he stoned Satan seven times, Satan went to 


Ishmael and to Hagar and tried to tempt the 


and they each stoned him seven 


times. Thi 


s the basis of the stoning 


the pillars Uamarat) in the valley of 


Mina, near Mecca. When Abraham was preparing to sacrifice tshmael, [God] 


nd the ritual animal sacrifice 


Hajj in Minw commemo 


» this event. Istunael remained tn Mecea, married 
and had descendants there 


Sine 


ie time of Abrubumn, the Ka’ba has remained the most important 


religious feature of Mecea. Pilgeltnage to the Ka'ba continued ax 


dition 


ong the Arabs until the time of Muhammad, but by then the pure mano- 


theistic faith had been lost and Arab tribes had placed their Wols in and around 


the Ka'ba, perpetuating the religious significance of Mecea. Mecca 


os 


Yemen and Syria. Tribes would come to perform the Hajj, worship their Idols 


nent trading centre in Arabia, a stage on the trade caravan route between 


and trade there 


The Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad confirmed the Importance of 


Mecea, not only because of the Ka’ba and Hajj, but also because the Kuba 
became the qibla (direction of prayer) for Muslims, which they face in their 
salat (the five ritual daily prayers). the second pillar of Islam, Before the 
nmad and bis followers em! 


Prophet Mah ted to Medina in 622, they had 


1d In the direction of Jerusalem, a city meaningful to Muslims because 


of its connection with earlier prophets before Mubammad in whorm Muslims 


also believe."* It was also the point to which Mulammad had made his ‘night 


veri sen, se 287) 0 th 
1h Quon ta 
00) and ws BM 


mses othe Prophet grimkhaiven, 


man and thaayry ove woerted. The NL 


"ean guided caliphs 
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journey”. when the five daily peaye 


THE CONDITIONS OF 


on on all Muslims 


PERFORMING THE HAJ] 


The Qur'an states that Hajj should take place “in the specified months’,"* and 
Zam 


wa as M 


these are the last three months of the Muslim calendar, kn 


(fixed times}, Although the main acts of the Hajj take place tn five days during 


ar (mosque othe tee the twelfth 
atthe Migor of Dh Hulayta 


d last) of these. 8th-1 3th Dhu'l Fijja, a pl an start going 


Photo: Qaira than, 2010 Into consecration (ihram) for Hajj euetie, from the beginning of the tenth 
wr hod ple a wn 0 month (Shawwal), ‘The Muslim calendar ts lunar. which means the Hajj takes 
woh iba cirri place progressively across all four seasons over time rather than in the full hea 


" of summer every yeur. Minor pilgrimage. unre (a ritual visit), can take place 


any time of the year. Traditionally Ramadan (the ninth month) is the mos 


Ritual consecration (shrum) for Ha}j starts at specified fixed places, know 


‘ax Migat Mutant, on the roads to Mecca from the various dir The closest 


om the Yemen. Fag 10-11 


of the Migat to Mecca (Yalamlam) Is the one on the coud 


$1) km (31 miles} away. The furthest one (Dhu'l Hulayfa) isonly a few kilometn 


13, which ix over 300 kin (185 miles) from Mocca. In the d 200 : 


n Med 


modern Iransport this meant lengthening the period of consecration to include 


this arduous journey but also to provide more spiritual blessing. There are also 


Migat for pilgeims coming from Iraq, Syria and Kgypl. Pilgrims arriving by 
p 


plane are alerted by the uieline staff when they pass over these Migat 


On arrival at the Migat, pllgeims must enter into Sram. 1s recommended 


that they havea full body wash" and perfume themselves, und men must change 


pleces of scamiess white cloth (such 


into the dhram clothing. consistin, 


as towels}. one fixed round the waist and the other covering the top of the body 


These can be secured with pins o¢ a belt. Footwear should also be simple and 


not sewn. Women’s clothing for Haj is normal und ean be any colour, although 


usually they choose white. but they should not cover theie face 


sare in thram they must not use perfume. shave, cut 


‘Once the pilgr 


their hair or nails. or have sexual latercourse. Entering into shram is a high 


They begin the 


ual moment. one the pilgrims have long anticipate 


spin 
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talbiyt. chanting in Arable ‘Lablay allahumma labbank 
responding to Your call [to perform the Hajj] This is constantly repeated 


Here tam, Lord. 


during the Hajj, especially when meeting other pilge 


». moving from place 
to place, and after the daily prayers. ‘The pilgrims are unified by chanting in 
the same language und also by their simple clothing, worn by people of every 
status, colour, language and background. 


SPIRIT AND HITUAKS 


Abraham prayed that God would muke Mecca secure. Pilgrims must not 
hunt, kill any animal or cut any plant. Pilgrims must also refrain from indecent 
speech, misbehaviour and quarreling,” all very fitting, considering the huge 
‘crowdsin the limited spaces. The Prophet emphasized that those who performed 
the Hajj without committing these forbidden ucts would return home as free 
from sin as on the day their mother gave birth to them. 

Throughout the Hajj period and during the different rituals, there are special 
dua prayers for pilgrims to say, many of which were spoken and recommended 
by the Prophet Muhammad. There are handbooks of these prayers. written 
in Arabic. and also transliterated (but still in Arabic} with translations for 
non-Arabs. Pligeims prefer to recite them in Arable, in the words uttered by 
the Prophet himself, and consider them more effective than any othee pruyer 
Each group. large or small. hax a guide (mutawwif) who chants, and they repeat 
the prayers after him, Interspersed with the talbiya. All Usis intensifies the 
spirituality of the Hajj season and makes t very special indeed, 


Most of the pilgrims arrive by air and sew at Jedd and travel by road from 
there to Mecca, All thix ix arranged through the mutawwif, who takes the 
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To the east of the Ka'ba is the well of Zamzam, now underground. Drinking 


om) tists a special ritual that reminds the pilgrims of Hagae’s search for water. 


morated further by going to the mus'a (the place of hurrying), now 


covered and like a massive corridor, thtee storeys 


h. to help accommodate 


more pilgrims. This runs between the two hillocks of Saf and Marwa and ts 


about 410m (1.350 A) long. The pilgrims walk along this a 


Wo Marwa and back, altogether seven times this distance, all the time repeating 
ks. P 


Is mutked with green lights as place for trotting rather thi 


traditiona 


or individual prayers, especially on the hil 


af the corridor 


walking. 


n 
in commemoration of what Hagar did. When I dil wa't myself Irecalted that my 


‘parents took these very steps years ago, so did their parents and many ancestors 


back to the time of the Prophet himself and earlier. My skin quivered as I felt. 


‘Now I am connected, 1 am fulfilled. 


On complet 
pilgrimage) 
cutting some of their hair and do the rest of the Hajj later, Those who are doing 


n of this ritual, those who are doing the wmra (minor 


ly can emerge from the state of consecration by shaving or 


the Hajj straight afterwards continue to complete the special rituals at the 


appointed times. 
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A Guide for Pilgrims 


The idea of writing a guidebook for those making the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, whether for Hail of for umra, is not such a recent one. In 
the early 16th century a man named Mubyl al-Din Lari (d, 1526) 


mposed such a work in verse. Muhyi came originally from Persia, 
‘but he dedicated his work to Muzatfar al-Din ibn Mahmud Shah, ruler 
‘of Gujarat in Western India. The guidebook, called Futuh al:Maramayn 
= meaning, roughly, ‘Revelations of the Two Sanctuaries’ (Mecca and 
Medina) ~ was composed in Persian, which for nearly eight centuries 
was the main language of government and culture in much of the 
Indian subcontinent 

Muhy!’s book seems to have enjoyed much success. A number of 
manuscripts have survived, at least twelve of which have colophon 
inscriptions indicating that they were produced in, Mecca itself. While 
the Persian text is composed in ornate and emotional language it does 
describe in full the rituals of Hajj, beth compulsory and voluntary, and 
In the correct order. The detailed identilying inscriptions are either in 


Persian or Arabic or both, and sometimes even in Ottoman Turkish, 


One of their most interesting features is that all the known copies 
contain colourful illustrations, some of which are of excellent quality 
which are stylized rather than strictly accurate representations of places 
of interest in and around the holy cities of Arabia, including particularly 
important areas of the Masjid al-Haram or holy sanctuary of Mecca 

The sequence of illustrations generally adheres neatly to the textual 


‘order, with later manuscripts illustrating the complete order of the 


Hajj rituals. Other texts, however, illustrate sites not mentioned jn the 


Text, such a3 Jerusalem, The illustrations of the specific sites differ trom 
‘one manuscript to another in some details. These compositions are 


ot only informative but alsa highly decorative, making them a useful 


and striking addition to the text. Hence Futuh al-Haramayn ean be 


described as an early guidebook, complete with illustrations to guide 


pilgrims and verses to delight them ~ and perhaps also as a souvenir of 


the journey of a lifetime, 


THE PEAK OF HAJJ 


On Sth Dbl Hija the pilgrims go to Mina. u valley about 5 ki (5 miles) from 
the Kaba. to spend the night there. On the morning of the 9th. they proceed 
towards Arafat." a plain 14.5 km (9 miles) from Stina. where the central rite 
‘of the Hajj, wuqu/ (staying) on Arafat, takes place from noon to sunset. If any 
pilgrim misses this, his Hall is not valid and has to be done again soother year, 
‘Thisdoes not apply to any other rite, allof which can bedone over alonger period 
‘oF compensated for with an offering. When they reach the Numiru mosque on 


SPIRIT AWD MITUAGE 


‘Arafat. the pilgrims do ablutions and pray the midday and afternoon prayers 
together, shortened, in congregation. After thix they remain on the plain of 
‘Arafat wotil sunset. praying. Excellent facilities wre now provided by the Snudi 
government for shade and shelter, food, drink and ablutions. This is the time 
for the pilgrims to read the Qur'an. glorify God and pray for forgiveness und 
‘everything else. Particularly recommended for glorification and repetition ts 
this prayer: "There is no God but Aliah alone. with no partner, Dominion und 
praise belong to Him, who gives life and death. Goodness is in His hands und 
He has power over everything. Pilgrims normally face towards the Ku'ba while 
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‘ag Hey wa the ft 

{ote photographs 

‘er 208) In TAR he pune the Ha 
hom 


‘bactground and the params, the ermal 
nd the tenet 


so 


reciting these prayers. as they do for the five daily prayers. belle 
‘more likely to be accepted. 


We they are 


After sunset. the pilgrims p 


plain of Arafut and go to 


Muadalifa, another plier rn (5.5 miles) from Aral 


on the way back to Mecea, 


continues the 


hout the night, In Muadalifa the 


pilgrlins pray the two evening prayers combined and spend the night in prayer 


reading the Que 1g under the stars. There they collect the pebbles 


they will need in the morning and the following days to stone the jamarat: forty 


nine at least, plus another twenty-one for those who xpend an extra day in Mina 
In the morning they go to Mina to stane the biggest pillar (Jamarat al-Agaba) using 
seven pebbles, in commemoration of Abraham. Then the sacrifice of animals 
takes place. again in memory of Abraham and the substitution of ar 


son. The Quran says: at some of it and feed the poor .. 1s 


for his 


‘ther their meat 
‘hor thelr blood that reaches God, but your piety’ That day (10th Dhu'l Hija) 


is Bid al-Adha, « great feast throughout the Muslim world. After the sacrifice 


pilgrims shave or cut their hutir to mark the end of the consecrated state (lin) 
‘and ure allowed everything except sexual Intercourse, 


Following that. the pilgrims go to Mecea to do the obligatory tawaf al~tfada, 


marking the departure from Arafat, and go 10 their accommodation in Mina 


to rest, After this tawaf, marital relat 


fare permitted again. They spend the 
night there and from midday on 11th Dhu'l Hijja they cust 


stones at the 


Uheee Jamarut pillars: seven pebbles each, This is unother very congested place. 


and great efforts are made to facilitate the 


jal, most recently by replacing the 


pillars with large walls. There ure now five levels of walkways to accommodate 


the large numbers of pilgrims. The stoning ts repeated on the 12th and 
people 


The pilgritns finally re 


jay for a forther stoning on 13th Dhu'l Hijja 


1 10 Mecca where they perform the tawuf al-weer 
{the farewell tawu/). the last rite of Hajj, and they are now free to yo home. 
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Wal havent by ab{au (1465) 


In the intervals between the rituals pilgrims are allowed to trade. “seeking 


some bounty from [their] Lord’. A vast sug (market) surrounds the sanctuary 


They are expected by their families and friends to bring back something as a 


nzam water. Many 


blessing: prayer beads, prayer mats. clothing. perfume, Za 


pint saled cuntainers of Zamzam water to 


pilgrims make & p ringing back 


be sprinkled on their shroud when they die. and into ther grave. Za 


is celebruted us giving heuling and great blowing. tt ts alse drunk in 


mpany 


with others when pilgrims return home. tn the villages, it is a very special 


Zaman water. Other kinds of souvenirs are 


privilege indeed to be given a sip 


Jable, und even w head cup of a scarf from Mecca hus geeat significn 


for the person receiving it 


VISITING MEDINA 


Pilgrims im from the beginning to combine thetr Hajj with a visit to Medina and 


the Prophet's mosque and tomb, either before or wlter the this will 


4 in Med 


jail. Aw 


be arranged by their agent and, once sett! they head immediately 


to the Prophet's me fed when appre 


ve. Greut joy Is experie 


mosque and seeing the lofty minarets und the characteristic green 


the Prophet's tomb. There ts more flat space in Medina, s0 the expansion of 


the mosque is extensive and impressive, the ce 


piece being the Prophet's 


tomb, his minbar (pulpit nal space o 


. mosque. culled the 


of the meadows of Paradise, so people make 


effort to pray there. It is veey moving to face the gate to the 
Je 


ipher's 


tomb and greet hie asif he were alive w 


ald respond 10 the greeting (part 


the normal daily prayers): "Peace be to you Prophet and the mercy and bles 


God 


tors add, ‘I bear witness thutt you are the servant and inessenge 


God, that you have delivered the message and discharged the trust and advised 


the community. They thee pray te God for whatever they nced. As this is a very 


special opportunity for spiritual recharging. pilgrims make « point while in 


Medina of pe 


ving as matty of the daily prayers as they can in the Pray 


= ‘ontains the remains o 


sque. Many also visit the adjacent cemetery whi 


the Prophet's companions and relatives 


Pilgrims who ny historical sites aroun 


Medina and some also take the chance to add t0 theie stock of souvenirs 


ier these days due to modern 


silts. Visiting Medina has becorne much 


ed to only two 


ransport - one bour by plane, several hours by couch ~ comp 


ons ago, when the journey was still made on camels and it 


1 three gen 
‘ould take eleven days 
Having done the Haij and visited the Prophet. the pllgrimx have fulfilled 


hat they came for and can now go home, hopefully as free from sin ax the 


born and fall of blessing, spiritually charged. They hope to have 


ay they wer 


achieved the merits of the accepted Haj), The Prophet's wife, Aishu, asked him. 


© 


1 merit of jihad, should we women not engage tn It?’ He 


nswered. "You women have the best jihad, the 
heard this I have not stopped doing Ha) 


The Prophet also said: ‘Spending during Haij ts akin to spending in the 


ven hundred 


use of Allah, and every dirham thus spent will be rewarded 


Limes over’. and “The reward of the accepted Halj Is no less than Paradise 


The Dala’il al-Khayrat 


‘Abu Abdallah Muhammad ibn Sulayman a-jazuli (4. 1465) was a Moroccan fig 27 
(Oat aLAayrt, ol 170-1 | 

religious scholar ancl member of the Shadhiliyya Sufi order. He had a vast Pari aes prftaihn - 

following and his book of prayers, one of the most popular throughout the ‘Sekt ae elena tea pie 

Islamic world, has been constantly reproduced, The book, whose full title ita vary, Lona 7 - 

ls Guidelines to the Blessings and the Shining of Lights. giving the saying of Wereve the manuscrge ma prado : 

the blessed prayer over the chosen Prophet, is manual of devotion which Tw craan-tnaped domes ont mesmo 


Sse sence eregree 
Prophet, a list of his names and a description of the tomb of the Prophet of taeda ord becca oii the 2 
in Medina, The clue ofthe prayers encourages the render to bestow ern ata 

ec na ; 


consists of an introductory prayer, an enumeration of the virtues of the 


blessings on the Prophet on certain days of the week, Monday through to 
Monday, 

‘tis possible that al-Jazuli composed this prayer book in order to create 
a harmonious body of prayers that wax coherent when collectively recited. 
This may be the reason why over time the Dala’il gained great popularity Pa estasseeee ss st tseeess 


whi he Sunn word and is si widely wed todo mah ayo yaya yopayay ays yaya : 
The Book i most common iutated with mages ofthe sanctuaries - 

of Macca ancl Medina. However, early examples feature only the Prophet's 

‘mosque stations range trom the diagrammatic to the highly detaled 

anv wal rte tothe subject of te introduction, whic isa short 

description ofthe burial chamber of he Prophet in the mosque n Medina 

This ual depicted i the frm of che with lamp, under which 

are the graves ofthe Prophet and his companions Abu Bor and Umar 

Sometimes the grave of Fate (the daughter ofthe Prophet) is aio 


depicted. Later iilustrations include the minbar and mitrab, too, ¥ 


‘. ce 
“On the day when there will be no ancestors, no wealth and no sons (that helo lelutekedole into) 
1s, 10 speak up for us), And have us drink at his Purest pools! To drink from :! SSI MESS RELI] 
his Fullest chalice! And Facilitate for us a visit to Your Sacred place {Mecca} 
and his Sacred Place [Medina] before yi 


stay at Your Sacred Place and His Sacred Place, the blessing and peace of “y 


cause Us to die! And make our . 


‘Alot be upon him, lat until we pass away.’ (From the Bth part to be read 
‘on a Monday) 
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the Haj), pilge 


acquire a new tite: h 


man, Especially in rural arewsin Muslim countries 


8 honour. 


HAJ] IN THE VILLAGE 


he ‘village’ even ther 


ly « few people who were kn 


stored away. learned to use highly charged te pil miautes away by bus. There ure satellite dishes, computers. mobile phones and encie 

particularly to remember various people in their prayers. I think some pilgrims eeaetete buy their bread from shops instend of baking it at home Emly Tipp, 2011 

managed to write twice and then send a telegeam from al-Tur in Sina, where but even with all hese changes, the uttachment1o Hal) remainxthe same. They the arbewith mamart behing 

they would be quar «for a few days on thetr retur pt {ill whitewash and decorate their houses with quo from the Qur'an Oe oe 
As the pilgrims” retura drew neor, thetr fauilies would! mabe specta edith. bot with images of fombo lets replacing the oldée steamships and 

Preparations. Most important was to whitewash the front and reception amcls. Here at least the status of being called hai} or haj}! ts as high as ever. 


rooms of the houses. This gi ited artistic talents to make spe 


pictures on the front of the house. ‘The preferred motifs were a ship with 


‘Qur'an in connection with the Haj} and sh yers May 
the Haj} be accepted [by God, A the colour schem J green, 
mauve und orange, Th wese gave the furnilie great distinction inv th 


village, tasting for a long time: everyone who passed by uses afterward: 


would remember the occasion. Again food would be prepared in advance for all 


those who wished to visit the ho 4 welcome the pilgrims back. Hetter-o 
families would have a sheep slaughtered. while others woukd have peese, duck 
rabbits or chicken 

Qn the appointed day of the pilgrims’ arrival. thele families would yo t 


Meet them at the train station and bring them home on camels, a ) 


by @ band. As they approwched their houses there would be a choru 


aphrada (tilling, high-pitched expre nf joy) and great celebration. Swe 


syrupy drinks were served. of u kind normally drunk only at weddings, the 


tell everyone bis stories of what had hag 


hile on Haj) and o the way 


back. ‘The hatja wo 


imilarty welcomed in the women's quarters, There 


ald bring gifts» dey thee 


live poultry; sometimes ever small lamb. This went on for days, Afiee al 
Preparation had been lengthy and the experience was rare. Great prestige 
With being called hujit. the highest rank you could ebtain in the village unless 
have the experience of doing Hat themselves, In order to join such an elite 

U have receatly revisited the village and found a new world. There an 


how many secondary schools, with University ed 


lon accessible only forty 


Sacred Geography 


“The Ka‘ba with respect to the inhabited parts of the 
world Is like the centre of a circle with respect to the 
Circle itself. All regions face the Ka’ba, surrounding it 
45 a circle surrounds its centre, and each region faces a 
particular part of the Ka’ba."* 


The requirement to pray in the direction of Mecca 
(oF rather, the Ka’ba) was not a problem for Muslims 
living in clove proximity to Mecca, However, as soon 
as communities sprang up in areas further afield, the 
determination of the qibla became # major challenge 
Initially this challenge was met by means of so-called 
olk astronomy’: traditional knowledge about the 
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Sacred Geography 


astronomical alignment of the Ka'ba which could uselully be employed 
In different focations for finding the qibla, This led to the development in 
the ninth century onwards of a ‘sacred geography’, according to whieh 
different regions in the world were associated with certain astronomical 
Phenomena, Maps were drawn and instruments developed which gave 
an indication of the direction of prayer for a large number of locations. 
These maps and instruments are strictly speaking not scientifically 


accurate, but rather offer an approximate yalution that was satisfactory 


for most purpases."* 


PuRPY ANO BITUALE 


Journey to Mecca: 
A History 
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Jn hand: people came together to pay their respects to the saint, vertainly, buat 
wong the greut throngs of people at the times 
of the great feusts. The holy site of Mecca (Makkah al-Mukarromah) and the 
pilgrimages associated with It were part of a widespread phenomenon in the 
tate antique Newr Rast, 

There can be little 


they also came to buy and sell 


doubt that Mecca owe Its existence as an urbaw 
commucity in the late sisth century, when the Prophet Muhammad was 
growing up there, to the shrine (hin) and the building known 
which lay at its heart.” The environment of Mees wus sas 
every way for large-scale settlement: there was no permanent stream and 
Virtually no agricultural land, it very seldom rained and when it did, dhe water 
‘came jn violent wnd destructive torrents. The wells, including the sacred wel of 


‘Zanwam. yielded limited quantities of water. Only the sbvrine, with Ka myster 


und ny 


you black stone, and the visitors it atteucted 


survival of the town. 
Mustim tradition points t a clear pattern of religious observances. very 
ancient in origin, which were purified of thelr pagan accretions by the Mustims 
nd who ablished in its final form by Muhammad's "Parewell 
Pilgrimage’ in the last year of his life, According to the Mustim accounts, the 


em was 


LOURNEY TO MECCA: A MisTORY 


shrines had first been established by the Prophet 
Abraham and it was here that he settled hiy slave 
concubine Hagar and hee son Istimael, at safe 
distance from his vengeful wife Sarah and her son 
Iehag (Isaac) in Patestinefar tothe north, Abrabam 
was a true servant of God, but his descendants 
had abandoned the true religion and lapsed into 
‘paganism. During the course of the sixth century. 
Mecca had been taken over by one Quanyy and his 
tribe of Quraysh (the tribe to which the Prophet 
Muhammad belonged) and they had restored 
‘and developed the shrine, atteucting pilgrims and 
supervising the trading fairy which were held, not 
Jn the town itself. but at a variety of sites in the 
vicinity. Muhammad's wchieverent was to sostore 
the position of the Ka'ba and the harwnr wround it 
10 its original Abrahamic role ax a centre of a monotheistic cult 

‘There are, however, indications that the story was bit more complex 
fand thut the Mustie Hajj was in many ways different from the pilgrimage 
practices of the immediate pre-Islamic period. There is evidence that there were 
‘originally two major pilgrimages during the year, the Hajj and the wnra, The 
Haji. when it took place in the spring, brought pilgrims to the holy sites of the 
Meccu area: the wnira, then normally performed in the month of Rajab, was 
especially concenteuted on the Ka’ba and the sawaf around it, and the running 
between Safa and Marwa, stil wn important art of the Haj ritual, Kt seems 
‘as if the Prophet Mubammad and the early Muslims consolidated these two 
celebrations into one Ha, while the wnru became a lesser pilgrimage that could 
be performed at any time of the Muslim year, We can see further evidence for 
this jn the fact that some of the main rituals of the Half take place at w distance 
from Mecca and the Ka’ba. The most significant of these ts undoubtedly the 
‘vigil (wuguf) at the mountain of Arafat, about 9 kr (5% miles) away from the 
hholy city. Its role can only be explained if its seen ax x survival of a pagan 
ritual, now thoroughly Islamized. This suggests that a number of different cults 
were subsumed in the new form of Haj} which was to become # fundamental 
part of the Mustim faith, 
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THE EARLY ISLAMIC HAJ] 
The first Muslim Haj) after the surrender of Mecea tothe Mustims in 630 wasted 
‘not by Muhammad bur by his close follower Abu Bakr, later (632~4) to be the 
first valiph of Islam. They went to Mecea, Mina und Arafat, the recognized Hajj 
sites. The sources make it clear that henceforth idolaters were to be forbidden 
to take part in the Haj), which now became an exclusively Mustins pilgrimage 
‘Abu Bakr also forbade the practice of performing the tavuf naked. which had 
been u characteristic part of some of the pre-Islamic rituals 

It was the ‘Farewell Pilgrimage’ of March 632, the year of the Prophet's 
death, that established the pattern of the 
the present day, It was both the first and the last Hajj he led, The compilers 


of collections of Hadith repeatedly refer to Muhammad's pronouncements 
‘on such complex matters as the nature of throm dress and the ritvals to be 
different timex of the Haj). While there may still have been debate 
about some af the procedures, the basic framework of a specifically Muslim 
Hajj had been established and. as far as we ean tell from the historical record, 
‘apart {rom a short period during the First World War it has been performed by 


perfo 


Muslims every year since then without interruption 
Muhammad himself hid led the Hajj of 62 and in: 


ng v0. he established 
precedent whereby the leadership of the Ha}] was considered the responsibility 
of the lender of the Muslin unm (community). or his designated deputy. This 
Was to have # profound effect on the nature of the Hag). an effect whieh hace 
lasted to the present day. Patronage of the Hajj became one o 
of leadership of the wider Muslim world. Along with the leadership of the jot 
‘or holy war in the 


the indications 


rm of the annual sa’sft oe summer expedition against the 


ancient enemy, the Byzantines. it wus a sign of wuthority within the wmnnd. Uivtl 


the t 


1 century, the dentity of the ks 


wer of the Hajj was always recorded 


In the major chronicles With other major officers of state. provinetal 


governors 
f 


the attention the sources yi 


Wl 80 0b. While the sources do not always give the same names 


any given year, there ix 


nough agreement to give us a general picture, and 


this Issue shows how important the Hajj was 
1d leadership of the: This brought 
with it obligations as weil. With leadership of the Ha)] went the responsibility 


dered asan expression of powe 


for the sufety and protection of the pilgrims. preserving them both from the 
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perils of thirst and hunger and the depredations of the Bedouin tribes who 
inhabited the areas through which the pilgrims passed. Failure to protect the 
Hajj could seriously undermine the standing of the ruler among ail his Muslim 
subjects. ax both the Abbasids in the tenth century and the Ottomans in the 


eighteenth were to discover. 
The immediate successors of the Prophet continued the tradition of leading. 
of All 


the Hajj in person. For thirty years after his death. until the access 
in 656, the caliphs were based in Medina, conveniently clase to Mecca, The 
evidenice suggests that the caliph Umar iba al-Khattab led the pilgrims every 
year of his reign (635~£4) and his successor Uthenan ibn Affan continued the 
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” 


v8 


practice until the year of his deuth (656). This period of more than twenty 
years when the Haj} was Jed by the caliphs in person consolidated the idea that 
the leadership of the Haj] was « sign of the leadership of the entire Muslim 
‘community, Linder Umar and Uthman this caused no real peoblems but when 
In subsequent yeurs the caliphate was contested between rival claimants 
control of Mecea and the leadership of the Hajj was an effective way in whicts 
the claimants could assert thelr rights. t was an important source of publicity 
at a time when Muslims from all over the Dar altstam (the lands of islam) 
would gather and then take home to their land of origin, be It Spain or Central 
Asia. the news of who was in charge. When communications were necessarily 
slow and intermittent, the Haj} was a major forum for the dissemination of 
Information, The leadership of the Haj, and the whole gathering un fact, had 
become un important political Issue. The early caliphs also began another 
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tradition which was to be carried on by their successors: the beautification 
of the two holy cities and the construction of mosques and other facilities for 
the pilgrims. Umar made alterations to the hanwn and Uthman enlarged the 
moxques in both Mecca and Medina. 

‘The regular personal involvement of the caliph with the Haj} came to an, 
end with the accession of All in 636, This Is not because it was thought to 
be unimportant but was a consequence of the fet that the centre of political 
power had shifted decisively away from Media and the Ilijaz. first to Iraq under 
Ali and then, under his rival and successor. the Umayyad Mu'awiya ibn ABI 
‘Sufyan (661-80). to Damascus. This meant that the caliph seldom led the Hii 
Jn person. but the organization and protection of the pilgrims, as well as the 
appointment of their leader, remained an important function of rulership and 
expression of sovereignty: 
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fo 47 
View of Medina 
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Fig 48 
The Mila cemetery ot Mecca 
ato Sah Bey, «1880 
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sf the Prophets mathe. dona, it fs 

ve Rha her 

{Manat and the Prophet grandfather Abd 
obMuttols Pagimt after went on ziyara 
the Ma 


All appointed cousins of his. all of course i 


the Pamily of the 


Prophet. to be his deputies as leaders of the Hajj, a tradition which was 


be continued in one form or another until 1926. The first Umayyad caliph 


Mu'awiya 


vo used the Ha)} to emphusiae his authority over the Muslin wn 


He bew 


tthe tradition that the caliph or other ral 


should provide the kisi 
the « 


nbroidered covering of the Ku'ba. another way of demonstrating his 


leadership, He hi 


nself only mm 


de the Hajj twice ~ going every year from his 


base in Syria was hardly practical ~ but he always appointed members of his 
inmediate family, brothers, cousins and nephews. to lead the pilgrims. In 671 


he set w new precedent by appointing his son Yarid to te 


the Haj). This was ann 
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openly political move, At this time the caliph wax lobbying to 


have Yazid acknowledged as his heir. n the face of considerable 


‘opposition from those who were against what they saw as a 


drift to hereditary monarchy, In an attempt to overcome this 
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In 680. the first Ha)} of Yaak’ reign 


Ibn al-Zubayr refused to acknowledge 
the caliph’s representative and led his own supporters in separate prayers. Ln 
the Hajj of 682 there were no less than three separate assemblies at Arafat, 
‘one led by the Umayyad representative, another by the Kharijite Najda and « 
third by thn al-Zabayr: the three groups returned from Arafat quite separately, 
following thele own leaders. Finally Yarid sent a military force to the Hijae 
to re-establish Umayyad control, Mecca was besieged and the Ka’bu itself 
bombarded with catapults and largely destroyed, bur the Umayyad attempt 
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‘came to nothing when news arrived of Yazid’s death (from natural causes) and 
Ihis forces returned to Syria. 

Thn alZubayr was now unchallenged ruler of Mecea and leader of the Haj}. 
While the Umayyads quarretied among themselves in distant Syria, he set about 
rebuilding the Ka'ba. The structural history of the Ka'ba ix not entirely clear 
and it has never, for obvious reasons, been the subject of any archacoloical 
nvestigation,” but there are a number of early Arabic accounts which describe 
the work. The reconstruction of the Ka"ba wus remembered in Mecea and the 
traditions about what happened were later recorded by the first historian of tbe 
‘ity, al-Aaragi (d-«.86-4), Al-Azrugl himself was said to have been descended from 
a Greek slave (the surname Azragl referring to his blue eyes) who had been an 
‘early convert to Islam and whose family had thus entered the exclusive ranks of 
the Meccan aristocracy. It was from these circles that he acquired his historical 
Information, 

114s clear from al-Axragt’s account that the reconstruction of the damaged 
Kar'ba was fraught with difficulties." There were many in the city who felt that 
ieshould nat be tampered with and was better deft as a ruin, but fbn al-Zabayr 
‘was not baving any of this. He set out to reconstruct the Kaba as he believed 
Albraham ha fies built it. 

‘Hoa al Zubayr called upon the elite of the people and questioned them on 
whether he should tear down and rebuild the Ka'ba, Many of them advised bie 
against tearing it down. It was Abdallah ibn Abbax who said he should leave 
ix as was, as the Prophet had. because he feared that destroying it would set a 
precedent for future generations to tear it down and rebuild it, So he advised 
hhim to merely renovate I.” 1 was the classic dilemma facing conservationists 
and restorers through the ages. 

“Yn al-Zubayr answered: “By God. is there no one among you who would 
‘not mend the house of his parents. so how would you wish me to do otherwise 
wlth God's House, when I watch it falling apurt piece by plece? When even the 
pigeons sit on its walls. and the stones fall down.” 

‘Wn al:Zubuyr asked around for advice for days, and he Nally decided 10 
tear down the building. He wished to be the one to rebuild it, according to what 
the Prophet had described to Aisha [).c. the form of Abrabarn’s Ka'ba}.’ The 
dea was not to create a new structure but rather to reconstruct an older and 
‘more authentic. but now vanished, original 
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de the wall. Some said It was rosy 


He built the Ka’ba twenty-seven cubits i height!* and 


twenty-seven courses of stone, and the thicknesy of the wall is two cubits. Inside 
he put three pillars... thn al-Zubayr or the marble known w 
balag®” and he put it on the apertures that are in the ceiling for light. The ente 
tothe Ka'ba used to be a single panel door but he made it a double door with the 
height of eleven cubits from the ground to the top and he made the back door 
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the same size. Inside he made a wooden ladder at the Syrian corner whereby to 


ascend to the roof. When Ibn al-Zubayr had fumed it 


aside and out, top to bottom und draped it with the Ezyptlan linen cloth known 


as qubbati 


There can be little doubt that the Ka’ba as it exists today as essentially the 


ding designed and constructed by Ib al-Zubayr as described by al-Aaraq| 


The dimensions wre broadly comparable, the building stands on a marble 


nstructed from courses of grey-blue stones from the hill 


around Mecca. It has theee wooden pillars to hold up the ceiling with a ladde 


scence with which the steucture Is regarded. 


leading to the roof. Given the rev 


we can be certain that any substantial changes would have been the subject of 


much discussion which would have left traces in the evidence. Some alteratlonn 


were made when it was repaired after @ second bombardment In mows 


particular oly Dam 


ane of the two doors tls al-Zubayr had inserted into the walls wa 


cked up. There were also extensive renovations in 1630 after flood damage 


but the fra Moreur, Lon 


Id materials we ible and the general form of the 


dd as much as p 


int building was reta 


bn alZubaye may have been 


ightly proud of his wchievement in 


rebuilding the Ka’ba, but he was not to enjoy it for long. In 693 the 


1d determined Umayyad caliph Abd al-Malik (685-705) 


sent his most trusted military commander, al-ttajla) tbr Yuxut 
Tariq tn Ams, to the 


supported by another command 


Hijaa to establish Umayyad control 


wer the holy pli 


re wanted to avoid the use of 


The caliph is said to bi ce 


but al-Hajjaj had no such scruples. Me ordered his men 


to prepare to make the Hajj, When they reached Mina 


they found that @ catapult had already been set up on 


the hill of Abu Qubays overlooking the city: The siege and 


b 


mbardment of Mecca began at the end of March. When 


the Hajj formally began on the first of May, both sides 


rm the rites as far as possible 


Aaja} 


claimed to be leading the Hai) but he did not perform the saw 


nor did he wear the shram clothing. instead he led the pilgrims at 
at of mail. Meanwhile 


Arafat, mounted 00 a horse and wearin 


Ton al-Zubayr. who was confined to Mecca, sacrificed camels on the Day 


of Sacrifice but was unable to go to Arafat. During this temporary trace. ordinary 
pilgrims were allowed to perform all the rituals of the Haj), visiting the Kaba to 
perform the fawn and going to Arafat for the wound, 

AAs soon as the Hail was over. the fighting began again. By now tba al- 
Zubaye and his mea were running short of supplies und the bombardment 
‘was taking its toll. One eyewitness" Is said to have recalled. "The stones of the 
catapult were thrown at the Kaba until the kisww became rent like the bosom 
of a woman's blouse. A dog was hurled by the mangonel at the Ka'ba and it fell 
Unto a pot in which we were cooking bulpat: We took the dog and found it wos 
fleshy and it was more filing for us than the bulgar.® Despite the fct that he 
was considered u rebel by many, the Arub histortans present tho alZubaye’s 
‘final hours in unmistakably sympathetic terms. On 4 October. six months after 
the siege had begun, the Syrian soldiers forced their way into the haranr. Nhe 
ak Zubayr had spent most of the night praying. Then he sat with his legs braced 
‘ngninst his belly with the shoulder belts of his sword around him and slept 
lightly. At dawn he awoke and ordered that the eall to peayer be sounded. ‘Then 
the attacked the enemy once more. having. according to some wecounts, taken 
off his armour to uchieve martyrdom more swiftly, He was hit in the face by 
‘brick and began bleeding. The enemy were soon on hin and he was slain. 
‘An the Umayyad commanders stood over his dead body: Tariq said, ‘Women 
have borne none manlier than he’. Al-Hajjal said, “Will you praise one who 
divobeys the Commander of the Puithfull’ “Yew’, said Tariq, “He has freed us 
from blame. Were it not for his courage we would have no excuse. We huve been: 
besieging him for seven months. He had no defensive trench, no fortress, no 
stronghold: yet he held his own against us as an equal and even got the better 
‘of us whenever we inet with im.’ These words were reported to the caliph ‘Abst 
ik who declared that Tariq was right." 

bo al-Zubayr had effectively controlled Mecca and the Hai) for a decade, 
An deflance of the Umayyads, wnd this period! may have had an important 
trtistic legacy, Some Arab historians" say that the caliph Abst al-Malik was 
very reluctant for his Syrtan subjects and supporters to make the Maj to Mecea 
‘and perhaps be influenced by his urch-enemy: He deeided to encourage them to 
make their Haj) to a Syrian shrine Instead. and he ordered the construction of 
the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. ‘There are good reasons for thinking that 
there may be some truth in this suggestion. Jerusalem was, after all, «holy city 
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{in Islam and the gibla to which the earliest Muslims had prayed before they 
hhad been twrned towards Mecca. The form of the building, with itx centre plan 
and wide aisles, looks very muuch as if It was designed for making the tawuf 
its certainly very different from congregational menquer of the sume period, 
including the nearby Aga. The objection that no Muslim ruler would want, 
‘or be able. to challenge the sanctity of the Ka'ba and the hram at Mecea 
‘essentially misses the point: the Jerusalem shrine was an alternative which the 
‘pious could choose while Mecca was in hostile hands 

‘After the dramas of Ibe al-Zubayr's time, the rest of the Umuyyad period 
‘was comparatively peaceful in the Haramayn, wnd the Hajj was led euch year 
from Syria, sometimes by the caliph himself but more often by one of his 
relatives. In 695 Abd al-Malik decided to make the pilgrimage in person 10 
make it clear both to the pilgrims and to the people of the holy cities that he 
‘was now in charge, The additions fbn al-Zubayr had made to the Ka'ba, the 
‘extra door and the link with the hijr enclosure. were swept away, as though to 
‘erase all memory of him. 
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‘Te was the first and last Haj) that Abd al-Malik made. His son and successor 
al-Walid (705-15) made the Halj just once, in 710, but he encouraged 
the pilgrimage in other important ways. When the leaders of the Muslim 
‘community lived in Medina. as did the frst three caliphs, or even in Mecca like 
Jon abZubayr, the question of travelling to the holy places hardly arose. But 
with the government now firmly based in Syria, the Hajj caravan began for the 
first time 10 be an important part of the performance of the Ma))."The Umayyad 
who was leading the pilgrims now set out from Syria accompanied by those 
Syrians who wanted to perform the rites. An eurly papyrus shows the caliph 
writing to Egypt to order those Egyptians who wanted to go on pilgrimage to 
‘meet him at Aqaba. We know little about the organization of the Haji caravan, 
at this stage, which would certainly have been a simpler affair than the great 
parades organized by their Abbasid successors. Nonetheless the caliph al- 
Walid took measures for the frst time to make the road cusier for the pilgrims. 
He ordered the governor of Mediaw to dig new wells in the Mijaz, he cleured 
the roads through mountain pases and improved the provision of deinklag 
‘water in Mecca itsell. The Umayyad caliphs wanted to show themselves as true 
lenders of the Muslim community. encouraging the faithful te perform the Hal) 
and making it safer and more comfortable for them to do so. 

The lust of the great Umayyad caliphs, Hisham bn Abd al-Malik 
(723-43), made a paint of leading the Hall in the second year of his reign. A 
‘careful and methodical man, he bad aqweduets and water inks built along the 
‘road from Syria, He travelled in some style. reportedly bringing six hundred 
camels to curry bis baggage. and took care to familiarize himself in advance 
with the rituals so that he could perform them in the proper manniet. 
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750 the Uimayyudy were overthrown by the supporters of the Abbasid fimily 
‘ina complex political and military uphewval known to modern scholars as the 
Abbasid Revolution, The coming of the new regime changed the nature of the Hai) 
very significantly and the first half-century of Abbusid rule, from 750 ts the death 
‘of the caliph Harun al-Rastid in 809, can be seen as something of a golden age 
for the Hal), The pilgrimage and its rituals formed a central part of Abbasid policy 
for the caliphate and the projection of its power in the wider Muslim comenunity. 
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The Abbasids made considerable efforts 10 ease 


the faithful by 


constructing a series of cisterns and way stations collectively known ax the 


Darb Zubayda, which far surpassed any of the road improvements of the 


Umayyad period 
The Abbas 


id caliphs proclaimed themselves members of the House of the 
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aime system of government. There 
could be no more important role for the caliphs than to safeguard the Haj, not 
st from human enemies but from the perils of hunger and thirst. Most of all 
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plaint just as he was entering the sacred 


His body was wrapped in 


shroud but his head was left exposed because 
he was in a state of thram. preparing for the pilgrimage he never completed. It 


was taken to Mecca und b 


m1 the heights overlooking the city. Immediately 
aftor his death it was Imperative to administer the oath of allegiance te ils son 


andl successor. who Was not with bis futher at the time, and the pilgrims took 


ner of the Kaba wad the Magam tbrabie. 


ww caliph al-Ntahd( 


5-185) pursued om ely Islarnic agenda 
in his potitics, and for him the Haj) was u perfect theatre for demonstrating. his 


piety, wealth and generosity, In 777 he 1 


his first Hajj as ca 


ipb, which 


wos 4 magnificent occusion," He distributed Immense largesse at 


ag the 


people of the holy cities, tt is said that be brought with him thirty million 


silver dirhams from frag as well as three hundred thousand gold diaars from 


Egypt and two hundred thous 


AIL of tts was given away. 


In addition to the cayh, he also handed out large numbers of 


Migh: 


quality textiles. often made by the tin, the sta ied textile f 


tories, were 


frequently used as gifts and marks of honour and respect. The caliph ts said to 


have distributed a hundred thousand robes of one sor 


nd fity thousand of 


her. The numbers may be exaggerated but the imp 


ession Is quite clear: 


the caliph used the occasion of the Ha)j to mount a spectacular dixplay of ix 
wealth and generosity. The beneficiaries were the people of the Haramayn, 
including many members of the different branches of the Family of the Prophet 


and Companions of the Prophet. This certainly helped to win them over to the 


Abbasid cause, and the returning pilgrims would tuke reports of thix great 
display all over the Muslim world. When Ibn Jubayr went on pilgrimage four 
centuries later. he found numerous monumental inscriptions in the name of 


al-Muabdi, testifying to kis generosity and the publicity that accompanied it 


One small detall Is worth noting, We are told that while al-Madi wos In 


Mecca. Mubamumad ibn Sulayman brought ice to him and that this was the 


first ine that ice. for cooling deinks, had been brought to a caliph on the Hal 


Let us pause for a moment to think what this means. We know a great deal 


ee 


‘Atal vw of Oa Zubayda 
Pholr john Herbert, 19H 


The Oorb Zubayoocromed io Hdd 
(harta} sou ot Mand a hahah. Tha port 
‘the rate was wougnable and eves 
‘vegetation, ord the remake Teatare 
‘nant th roan tomes ad bn 
Coord ond heaped 10 ae wae The watt 
{the wad voedWetween 2 tnd 20 m 
price ts Aa i 782) 
‘syd fo have at exes ti pot of 


Al-Rabadha on the Darb Zubayda 


Fig. 65 ig 64 
Lthenware cup, glazed and painted Larter ated 
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um of Saud Arabia, Riya ing Saud Uriersty Mun 


Al-Rabadha was one of the principal cities on the Darb Zubayda. is soil 


was fertile and 9s a hima (protected area) its excellent pastures were 
1h trogment 1 probatty tren one 
owner of obtain M's irc rtet b 


reserved for the grazing of camels and horses to be used for the Muslim 
armies. The caliph Umar annually drew 40,000 camels trom al-Rabadha 


for the purposes of jihad. It was famed for the nutritious plant hamd and ad bat Me 
camels who ate their fill of it were reputed to be able to travel for tong 
fg 67 


distances without further food. Prominent historical figures including Steatite mcenve burner 


grammarians and reciters of Hadith resided in the city and princes ard 


caliphs often spent periods of time there, AlRabadha suffered in the mid ay Saneurn 


tenth century at the hands of the Carmathians, who attacked the city and 
caused (ts inhabitants to flee. When the geographer Mugadasi passed try 
there a few years later he found it a desolated ruin. Excavations begun by 
King Saud University In 1979 recovered houves, mosques, wells, cisterns 


and a cemetery and a remarkable range of abjects (shown here) datea 


between the seventh and tenth centuries, some traded from 


faq and 
elsewhere, which give a remarkable insight into the daily fe of this vibrant 


community, 
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IE with 


The 
Islamic fi 


ign of Harun al-Rashid (786-809) was the high point of the early 


i). The caliph himself led his courtiers and officers to Mecca no fewer 


than nine times. The most Important of these was the Hajj of December 802 
his 


ne. in effect. the 


Harun. come with two of his sons, al-Amin and al-Ma'mua, and many 


‘most impor he period of the Hajj. Meceu bee 


‘capital of the Muslim world. There wax great display of generosity: Not only did 
i the holy cities but his two sons did 
sax well, so that it wats said that a multion and a half gold dinars were given away. 


the caliph disburse large sums to the people 


Hut the caliph had a serfous and weighty is mind. He had alre 


Ler on 


ty 


pointed wl-Amin to be b 


heir and al-Ma'mun to succeed to the caliphate 


do. He now wanted to make sure that his careful ar 


agements were 
d publicized throughout the Mustim work. When he wus tn Mecca. 


enits tobe written in which bot 


of his sons acknowledged their 
‘obligation to the other so that there should be no cause for dispate and civil war 
after his des 


h. The documents were signed 


id entrusted to the Keeper of the 
Lup inside the Ka'ba itself 

‘and all the Muslims 
i they would not break thelr pro 


Korba and were then, for safekeeping. hs 


Solemn and terrible conditions were laid 08 the sor 


Jest they brewk thele oaths 1 


should change any pa 


of it, oF alter it or break i, oF contra 
‘Commander of the Faithful [the caliph} hase 


nd peoseribed for you 
in this document, you are outside the protection of God and His Prop! 


et and of 
the believers and the Muslims. Though the wealth you now own or a 


dispose 
u 


of for the next fifty years is given to the poor as gh every man among 


you Lake unt obligatory oath to walk on foot b 


louse of God whicl is in 
Mecen for fifty pilgrimages, God will not uceept anything exvepe the fulfil 


uw 
of this oath, If this oath is broken. every sluve that a man now possesses O¢ tay 
possess for the next fly years bs wet feve, every wile he may have Is absolutely 
‘and finally divorced without possibility of revoc 


ms oF exception. God Is the 


surety and overseer of this, and God suffices as a reckoner.’ Surely. he mast have 


told himself, no one would violate the oaths signed, sealed and deposited in se 


holy a place with such strlet conditions, But even at thy 


ne people had their 


ts und poets wrot 


‘odes about it, heavy with 


dcty. And within three 


of Harun’s death, the binding prortises hat been cast 


ide. open warfare 
nd the formal documents. drawn wp i 


strayed on the onders of al-Amin, 


Harun went on the Hajj more often than any other reigning Abbasid 
caliph. but he was also the last to do it. If the eighth century had witnessed 


the high point of the Haji, the ninth and early tenth saw its nadir ‘There were 


4 number of reasons for this, Caliphs no longer eame in person. though some 
said they would. AL first the Hajj caravan still set out from Baghdad, ted by 
il was niot well 


Important men of state and escorted by the caliph’s troops. But 
The caliphate was facing increasingly sewere ec 
unrest. The vast sums that al-Mahdi and al-Rashid had been uble to ypend were 
ailable, The relationship between the Bedouin tribes of Arubia and 


mie problems and growing, 


no longer: 
the Haji began to break dows 
At first the disturbances were no more the 


the tribes no longer received thelr subsidies, 
aids by tribes like the Banu 
on of the caliph wl-Mutawwakil 


Sulayrn of the Hijaz and, until the assass 


Jn 861, the Abbasid govern tive raids 


wagh to send out pu 


was strong 
conducted by the Turkish soldiers who formed the military elite of th 
But in the lust decades of the ninth century, the position changed. After 861 
the caliphate was beset by internal chal 


the Zan}, the black slaves who were employed in the back-breaking work of 


cllion of 


inges. notubly the great 


clearing salt depoxtis off the agricultural lands of southern Iraq, In the very 
he 
{Carmathians), a religious movement secking Lo establish a caliphate in the 


Janis of the caliphate. The same years saw the emergence of the Qaramita 


of descer 


name of tsma’ll, the seventh jana) I from Ali They recruited 


nwers among the Redouln of north-eastern Arabia and the 
sth previous Bedouin ¢ 


1ey and could be punished or bought off the Quramita rejected 


ders of the Haj) earw 


ws were 


simply after ms 
the Abbasid caliph 
unbelievers whose lives were Worthless, They were well o 


entirely and regarded the majority Muslirn community as 
nized, fast enoving, 


brutal and merciless. Prom 916 they blocked the Haj} route along the Durb 


‘Zubayda, massacring the male pilgrims and taking the women into captivity. In 
930 they went still further and raided Mecca itself, slaughtering thase pilgrims 
who had reached the harum and tossing their bodies into the sacred well of 
fone out of the 


Zammam. To cap it all, they then wrencbed the Black $ 
wall of the Ka’ba and carried it off to thelr stronghold In remote 
Hajar In eastern Arabia. The Abbasid caliphs were powerless 
to protect the Hajj caravan or safeguant the holy places 
‘against the marauders, 
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lor 


t be Patienids for leadership of th 


the tenth century also saw a change in the aliphs were once again uble to challenge 
Huth 


d the right to be menti 


Muslim world and the Sharifs offe 


Until the mid-tenth century Mecen and Medina b 
1p Meccs to the highest bidder, changing back and forth between the two rival 


part of the great Muslim caliphate ruled by the 
rom Ie 


pecially the 


for the pilgrims 


This caused great 
Thesit 


in 1171. They now took charge of the Hajj. The brother of the great Saladin 


successors. The governors were usually imperial off appointed frov 


tion changed again when the Sunni Ayyublds replaced the Putimid 


Damascus or Baghda Il this changed with the collapse of AB 


1.966 Mecca was controlled by the Musawis, a farily: w 


169-9 5) tried at one stage to abolish the rule of the Shurifs altogether, but in 


descent from AIL ibn Abi Talb through bis son al-Hasan, They took the 
theen »ntented himself with ensuring that Sisladin was snentioned In th 
{ Sharif, meaning, by this stage. desce AU. Through the cent d himself with e : i 
Afferent fan { Sharils succeeded ew all w Jaimmed Hutte. along, with the Abbasid caliph and the Sharif, and he was temporueih 
direct di (AU This te I 4 with th waccessful in putting an end to some of the worst abuses. In the tater twelfth 
wover, the Hal) was threatened from another quarter when the 
the holy clty by the Saudis fe the Sharifs in December 1924 ho r h 


Crusaders established a network of castles in present-day Jordan 


Neth ies tis tensa seat the Gees the tend eul - Aively b aT the pilgrim route from Damascus and made the 
plots biuslirns fad sex gis wrsd pads ts the iia dangerous. Pilgrims from Egypt and the West had either to go up the Nile and 
wn she lalteanes wes lowe te depend on tbe apc eh al pat al 
Shalt et Meese, Woye tn Sure 8 thelr uncertain prosperity: Hoth the Sharifs and the ordinary people of Mecen fo. 
tna Oona a marta gion rerio Sgr wns haley Raat sey paen oe! 
135 ADvAd 1408 pilgrieas. Th wore proud af thotr encestsy end jealous of tneirsta rafnenalg acho 
In 969 the She Futimids conquered Fgypt and established thetr new 
inhi. vig ncn deeb permite See Sa 


» Medina and 


Mecea. The ather went from Cairo up the Nike to Lipper 


Egypt and then across the eastern desert to the Red Sew port af Aydhab an 
hence to Jedd, the port of Mevea. The new caliphs never patroniaed the Hal 
the way the Abbasids hi ne and ne ceigning Patimid lef the ewmforts of 
Cairo Wo endure the rigours of the pilgrimage rows, The Patinslds also claimed 
ship of Mecca and when this was challenged by the Sharif in 9 
1 soon brought (o heel by the Fatimid caliph, who cut off the food supply 
un Egypt he coming of the Sunni Saljuks in the 1050s, the Abbe 
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Wy 
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OF TWO PILGRIMS 


THE TALES 


In the mid-eleventh century Nasie-l Khusraw. 2 Persian pilgrim, made the 


Hajj to Mecca no less than four times, He recorded his experience In bis Safar- 


‘name oF Book of Travels.” and this is the earliest first-hand account of what 


like to be on 


tw 


\¢ Hajj that has come down to us. Nasir came from what 


is now Tujikistan on the north bank of the River Oxus in the far north-east of 


the Muslim world, His family were landowners and he received an excellent 


education in Persian literature and the Muslim sciences. As a young man he 


was heavily involved ia th 


political and soctal life of Khurasan but in. 1045 


he resigned his positio 


id set out to yo on the Ha)}. In the end he wax away 


for sew 


a years. Nasir was an Isma’il 


\d one of his purposes in travelling was 
and 


c Badukhshan where he devoted himself 


to go to the court of the « 


jf of the Isma'ilis, the Fatimid caliph of Cale 


ator his travels he returned to 6 


to Tema'll learning. His tomb there ts still « place of pilgrimage to th 


day 


e's account of his travels ts weltte 


in a simple, lively style of Persian 


He was certainly pious and wanted to describe the Ha}i to people who might 


over have the chi 


10 go On It bat, at the sume time. he had an eye for the 


bixarre and comie which enlivens his narrative. He left Kburasan In 1046 and 


travelled through northern Iran and what 
ts now castern Turkey before entering 
‘Syria, passing through Aleppo and taking 
o Jerusalem. He gives 
aan elaborate description of the Dome of 
the Rock and other holy sites in the city. 


He also explains that it was # centre of 


the coast road 


pilgrimage for those who could not make 
the Haj} to Mecca.” Tw 
people gathered there ut the time of the 
Haj). probably more than wctually made 
it to Mecea at this period. Jerusal 
the third holies 


here was. wo 


y thousand 


m was 


city in Islam: each prayer 


twenty-five thousand 


prayers said elsewhere, while those said 
in Medina were worth fifty thousand and 
thoxe in Mecca a hundred thousand.”* 


is frst 


0 make 


Nasir then went 0 


nothing about 


Hajj to Mecca. He says 90 


all four of his visits to the holy city but 
only gives. full description of the last one, 
His first Ma) was made from Jerusalem 
‘on foot, Led by their guide (dali, Abu 
Bake, the party set out on 13 May 1047 
je through the 
wind the 


and took the inland 
Hijax wa Wadi-Qura. They 
holy city ina very depressed condi 


". 
No caravans had come from anywhere 
nd there was no food to be had. When 
the pilgrims went to Arafat, they were in 
danger of attack by the Bedouin. They seem 
necessary 10 perform the rites belore retur 
1047. The whole expedition had lasted Just over seven weeks. during which 
they walked over a thousand miles (1,600 km), oF around twenty miles (32 kn) 


a day: impressive stamina indeed. 


have stayed the minimum time 


nig safely to Jerusalem on 2 July 
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The next yeur Nasir went on the Haji again. This time he left by sea. 
presumably from Suez on 18 April 1048, It took Miteen days to reach the 
ort of Jar, south of modern Yanbu. which was the port of Medina during the 
Middle Ages. 1 then took four days to reach Medina. Here the pilgrims visited 
the mosque of the Prophet, but they only stayed two days because time was 
short if they were going to reach Mecea in time for the main celebrations. The 
Journey fo Meecit took them eight days. a journey whieh Nusir describes ax 

‘easy”(sabuk},"* The situation had not improved much since the previous year. A 
drought had resulted in # shortage of food and "because of hunger and misery. 
people were fleeing the Hijaz in every direction’. Even the mujawirun, plous 
people from ail over the Mustim world who had settled newe the huram, were 
abandoning Mecca, They completed the rites. including the visit to Arafat, but 
only stayed two more days before setting off back to Egypt. The whole journey 
took seventy-five days 

The next your (1049). the authorities in Egypt announced that there 
was formine in the Hijar and ‘singe it was unwise Lo po on the pilgrimage, the 
people should excuse thenmelves from this obligation and adhere to God's 
commandment’ Despite this, an official deleyation was sent by the Fationid 
caliph to take the kisw for the Ka'ba and i gift” to the Amir of Mecea of three 
‘thousand dinars per month, @ horse and a robe of honour. 

‘A fomine and the danger of sudden death were not enough to discourage a 
‘maa like Nasi, »0 he Joined the oficial party at Sues and they sailed down uo Jar 
arriving on 1 May; They hired camels at the inflated price of five dinars and it 
took them two weeks to reach Mecei The offical party seems to have been safe, 
bbut others were not so lucky: A caravan had come from the Maghreb, pertiaps 
unuware of the famine. but when it reached Medina the Bedouln demanded 
protection money (khifara). A ht ensued whieh, according to Nasir. eft some 
‘two thousand of the unfortunate Maghrebis dead.” 

‘Tragedy on a amnuller scale affected a yroup from Nasir’s native Khurasan, 
They fad come on the Haji by way of Syria an Eaypt. then by boat to Medina. 
Unfortunately they were running late and unless they mowed very fst they woul 
tis the wugu/ at Arafat and hence the whole point of their journey. They still haat 
104 farsale™ to and flere forty dinars to anyone wh cou got ter to Arak 
in the theoe days remaining. "Souse Arabs undertook to take them to Arafat ln tw 
sand a half days; they 100k their money, ted them each to a fast camel wnd drove 
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them from Medina. When they arrived at Arafat, wo of them had died stil ted to 
the camels: the other four were more dead than alive. As we were standing there 
at the affernoon prayer they arrived, unable to stand up oF speak, They finally told 
‘as that they had pleaded with the Besdouln to keep the money they had given but 
to release them as they had no more strength to continue. The Bedouin however, 
needless of their entreaties. kept driving the camels forward. In the end the four of 
‘them made the pilgrimage and returned via Syria’ 

‘Nasir’s fourth and final pilgrimage was the one he describes most fully His 
‘narrative provides all sorts of interesting information about the Haj) in ehe 
mid-cleventh century. tis also one of the most detailed and realistic accounts 
‘of the hazards wnd hardships of desert travel in medieval Istamie Mteratwre: 

He left Caieo on 9 May 1050. This time he chose # new route. Though he 
‘ives no reason for this it is clear that this route was becoming more popular, 
He sailed up the Nile, past Axyut ("an opium producing area’), Akbenims with 
Ms ancient buildings made of vast stone, and bustling commercial Qus, until 
they finally reached Aswan. Above this was the First Cataract wad navigation 
‘was Impossible. 40 at this point they had to abandon the comparative comfort 
of river navigation and cross the two hundred Jarsabhs of virtually waterless 
desert which lay between them and the Red Sea port of Aydhab, 

With the help of w ‘pious and righteous’ local man called Mubamavnd Fall) 
who knew something of bargaining (manti'. Nasie tired a camel for the 
journey for a dinar und @ half. The road across the desert was hard. even for 
such an experienced traveller. There were stretches of five days and more with 
‘no water, and the members of the group had to fill their water skins whenever 
they could. They travelled almost continuously. They would pause for & rest in 
the heat of the day until afternoon prayer and then went on all night, He was 
‘amazed by the camels, which did not need to be driven wnd seemed to know the 

way by instinct even though there was no trace of a road. Finally, after fifteen 
days of thiy punishing routine, they reached the Red Sea port of Aydhab on 
12 August. It was high summer and must have been almost unbearably hot. 

-Ayilhab was a small port which had developed since the ninth century as 
a place where goods from the Red Sex and Indian Ocean areas were landed 
‘and taken across to the Nile to he carried down to Cairo and Alexandria, From 
Nasit’s description it was clearly more of shanty town than a developed 
Islamic ity, although it did boast a Friday mosque. He estimated the population 
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Fig, 77 Opposite ltt tab 


five hundred men, so perhaps two thousand people in all. and notes 


eesriaenny 10 wells. The people relied on collecting rainwater, $01 


DS 


which they bought from the pagan Beja peuple of the lands to the south. He 


arabe i 
Vlora and Abert Museum, London had fo pay a dirham or two for each container of water, Nasie was stuck in this ! RAMAVMAA Ane 
Ihe nad ie tn devalate spot for three months, waiting for a favourable wind. The local peo ] qe EA 
wh Ma cette (sep 39). Te ‘avked him to preach in their mosque, so he becatne their Khatib for the duration 


Aa 


inper thd cide pane in nae srt 
(3:96-7. encouraging at Muss 12 By this time Nasir was running out 
(ie with Cie syecud 
woup wer 


oncy. He remembered that 


Ss 


Muhammad Pall), the man who had helped tuim hire the camel in Aswan. had 


SS 


wid that he had a friend in Aydhub, presumably u commercial partner, wh 


ps 
< 
€ 
€ 
< 
ro 
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was keeping u great deal of his money. He had given Naste a letter to this man, 


F 


saying that Nasir could ask him for unything he needed, Nasir now went to this 
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b merchant, who said that he did indeed have bis friend's money and was 


willing to help. He gave Nasir a qu 


plity of flows, very expensive in Aydlab 


which Nasir presumably sold. When Muhammad Pallj in Aswan was told about 


Qigha! 


this, be 


ote back to the Aydhab merchant saying that Nasir could have has 


Adah redid Or Or 0 


more if he needed it: there was no question of repayment 


Nasir was 


amused by this yer 


osity because he hardly knew Full), who 


hoe! 
Hi 


wats stinply someone he had met in Aswan. ‘t have included this liste anecdote 


{oigves hi ard Ye ene who ied he says 


so that my readers may know that people can rely on others, that 


Thee h Ne Cod tut God Munammnod 
(nthe messenger of God’ Unive 
‘hatrated on the Wt fy, 77), the sat 
fad the 

tapograghical sy fof w certain soctal stat 


or ero the beloved" Abone 


Fath nerosity exists everywhere, and that there have been, and still ure. noble 


men. It shows how 


networks of commerce and ff 


neship macte this 


sort of travel possible, at leust for someone fike Nasie, who was a learned man five thousand men, Hisacademic credentiuls 


ets and puts the popalat 


eth ore Sept in 0 mere 10 the governor, uppointed by the Sharif of Meceu 


fas well as a likew sly came in handy here, He we 


le person who made friend: 


What is not clear iy how # poor and uneduc to colleet taxes. who exempted him from the customs duties that he would have 


pilgrim wood have man 


lu these circumstances hhad 10 pay as he pussed though the city gate and wrote to Mecea. saying that 


As ower, Nur could not resist u good story, especially a fahy one, “In the Nasir was a scholar (danishmand) and that nothing should be tuken from im.’ 


wn of Aydhab, 4 man whose word I trust told me that once a ship set ont Agnin, one wonders how an ordinary pilgrim would have fared. 


rows that town for the Mijas enerying ¢ 4y six months, from 19 November 1050 to 


so sir stayed in Mi 


Amir of Mecea. One of the 


cchmels died so it was theown overboard. i , 5 May 1051, and gives full description of the city, the haramt, the Ka'ha andthe 


nediately a fish swallowed it wh 


0. all virtually unchanged through the centuries, 


dividh 


except for ane leg which stuck a 


Anted with th 


pit out of the fish's 1 


b. Then another fish rituals 


Insights, Including an interesting account 


came and swallowed whole the fish that hs 


swallowed the camel But he also gives us more 


{decorated 


Eventually the wind changed and they could sail across the Red Sea, Nasir the interior of the Ka’ba, The doors were made of teak (sa) 


must have felt he was back in civilization when he reached fed with silver circles and gold inscriptions, including the verse from the Que‘an: 


the part of Mecea, He deseribes it as 0 ‘Verily the first house appointed unto men to worship in was that which was 


pe city with ste 


Tiles 


LETTS) 


bei bed 


a =, 
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s, 


Pash 


yet was said to have prayed, The wall 
were of marble, plain up to the height of wat 2m (6% Mh 
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problem. The well water in the city was brackish and bitter, Many large pools 
‘and cisterns had een constructed to collect rainwater but even though It was 
winter. these were all empty and water had to be brought frog: outside nd it 
was sold to the pilgrims 

‘Mis Hajj completed. it was time for Nasir to return home, For reasons he does 
not explain, he decided to cross the Arabian desert to Basra and make his way 
through fran from there, 1 seems ws if the Darb Zubayda route was not used at 
this time and he headed straight across the desert to al-tHava near Babrayn. It 
was w horrible journey. The local ledowin tribes lived in great poverty: fighting 
theit neighbours and preying on anyone unwise enough to travel through their 
territory. This meont waiting to secure sale-conduct agreements and even these 
were very fragile, Nasie’s situation was made much more difficult by the fact 
that he was running out of money. He only had a bag with a few books i it. but 
‘none of these iiorant people were interested in buying them. Oneday he was 
sitting in a mosque and painted a line of poetry on the wall wnd ‘a brunch with 
‘eaves going up through the writing’ The local people had never yeen anything. 
like it and paid him a vast quantity of dates to paint the whole of their mia, 
But he still needed money to rent transport to tabe him to Basra and by this 
Jim he did not have a single dirham leh. Eventually some merchants said they 
‘would (ake bias to Basra oo condition that he paid them a huge yuan when he 
‘0 thete. He rendlly agreed. even though he had never been to Basra before 
‘and did not know a soul there, 

‘Ms urrival in Mayra was not easy His fest thought was too to the bathe 
house, x0 he sold his book bi. fora few rusty dichams. But the bath attendant 
‘would not let him in because he was so dirty and tattered, und the small 
children threw stones at him in the streets. ust a man of learning like Nasir 
was never entirely without resources. He found a Persian livin in the city who 
Introduces! him to the vider of a local potentate. Money was supplies 10 pay 
for new set of clothes und when he appeared at court and demonstrated bis 
cultare und learning, his problems were over: the caravan that had beought 
him across the desert was paid off ond he Was given enough money to send him 
‘on his way. He ever hal the satisfaction of going back to the bath-house aad 
shaming the atterstants. And yo he returned through eivitined fran hy his native 
and, welcomed by & brother who had loaged to see him: « happy ending to a 
Jong ans! sametinnes dangerous pilgrimage. 
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Our second traveller made the Hajj more than two centuries afler Nasit- 
‘Khusraw: Ibn Jubayr was well-off young man from al-Andalus, Muslim Spain, 
He received a good education in the skills required of a government secretary 
‘and secured a position in the service of the Almohad governor of Granada. One 
day, according to his own account, his master persuaded him to accept glass 
‘of wine. Overcome with remorse at this breach of Islamic law; be decided to 
snake the Hajj and, on 3 February 1183. he and a frend left the city and began 
their Jong journey to the holy places, He decided at this stage to heep a travel 
uury." 1s clear from the text that he wrote it ax he went along. although he 
may have revised it on his return to bis native country, As might be expected 
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experience of Egyptian government officials was not a good one On coming 
ashore their names and countries of origin were recorded. Then thei bags were 
‘taken to the divwun (customs house)" and thoroughly searched, and taxes were 
demanded even though most of them were pilgrims who only had what they 
‘nceded for their journey. The customs house was packed: thelr possessions were 
taken out and thrown together in great confusion and. worst of all. ‘hands 
were thrust into their waisthunds in search of what might be within’, Not 
surprisingly, because of the confusion of hands and the overcrowding. many 
possessions disappeared’. It was a low point, Ibo. Jubayr was outraged that 
plous Mustims should be treated in this way by Muslin officials. He was sure 
that the greit Saladin dit not know what his subordinates were doing. and he 
later wrote 4 poem to the sultan to make his feelings clear, 

After thix humiliation, they were eventually allowed to go and set off to 
explore the sites of Alexandria, They decided to follow the sume route ax Nasie-t 
Khusraw had done on bis last Hajj. going up the Nile ax far ax Que and then 
striking out across the desert Lo Aydhab on the Red Sea, partly at least because 
of the threat from the Crusaders. They passed throuigh Cairo, where they visited 
the tombs of holy men and women and admired the mosques ant madrasas, 
sand then pressed on to Qus. pausing. like all good tourists. to admire the ruins 
‘of ancient Epyptian temples en route. 

On 6 June thn Jubayr and his party set out across the desert on camels, 
‘This must have been w new experience for him, coming as he did from the well 
watered lands of Granada, and he gives some fascinating detalls about how 
more uMuent pilgrims could make the journey more comfortable wind while 
away the tedium of the long, hot stapes, He notes thut some people travelled 
tn considerable comfort i camel litters called shapadif. which were tied on the 
cainel one on each side. They were roomy and the seats wore made of leather. 
‘A.canopy on poles wits set ap ubove ther to provide shade from the sua. “With 
‘his traveting. companion [the pilgrim] may partake of what he needs of food 
and the lke, or read, if he wants to from the Que'an or some other book. It he 
thinks i is lawful, he may play elvess with his companion, for diversion and 
to relleve the spirit. In short. it eases the hardship of travel’ But this wus for 
the privileged few. "Most travelers rhle their camels on top of their luggage s0 
painfully endure the rigours of the burning heat’, thn Jubayr. discreetly. does 
not suy how he travelled 
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‘Ata later point in his narrative, he describes the luxurious conditions in 
‘which rich Sraqi pilgrims made the desert crossing. Shaded by canopies. they 
rode in wooden litters "like cradles to infants, being filled with soft mattresses 
‘on which the traveler may sit in comfort as though he were in a yoft und 
commodious bed ... Thus all unconscious of the movement, they journey 
‘on slumbering and doing as they will. When they arrive at the stopping 
place, screens are immediately set up for them Mf they are people of euxy anit 
Juxurious means, and they enter still riding. Steps are then brought to them 
‘and they deacend, passing from the shade of the litter’s canopy to that of their 
resting place without feeling a breath of wind or being touched by a ray of 
‘sun’. But again, this was not for all: ‘As for the man who cannot afford these 
conveniences of travel, he must bear the fatigues of the way which are but a 
part of the chastisements [of God)’. Are we catching here the envious voice of 
the economy-class passenger, elyht hundred years ayo? 

Aydhab. the port on the Red Sea, seems to have been nobody's favourite 
place: all food und water was imported and very expensive and ‘we lived 
between the air which melts the body and the water which turns the stomach 
from appetite for food’. Ibn Jubayr ix seathing about the greed of the owners 
who hired out their boats, called jab, to take the pilgeims across to Jedda. Their 
motto was ‘We produce the ships: It is up 10 the pilgrims to protect thelr lives’, 
‘and the pilgrims were crammed ‘like chickens in a coop’. The ships were very 
different Irom the Mediterranean ships Ibn Jubsyr would have beon sed to: 
‘no nails were tsed and the planks were sewn together with cords made from 
the fibre of coconuts. caulked with palm shavings and smeared with sbark 
‘oll to keep the water out, The winds were uncertain and navigation could be 
haphazard, sometimes stranding pilgrims on wild and inhospitable cousts 
further down the African shore. Ibn Jubayr and his party were lucky: they set 
sail on Monday 18 July und were safely anchored in Jedda by Tuesday 26 July. 

Jodda was ruled by the representative of Mukthir, the Sharif of Mecca, 
‘The illustrious descent of the Sharifs from Muhammad himself did not ensure 
that theie behaviour was saintly. Mukthir looms large In tbn Jubayr's account, 
At times he seems an impressive figure. leading processions in the haramt and 
maintaining some sense of order, but on other occasions he appears ven 
and grasping. Mukthir explained that Saludin had been sending a subsidy of 
some two thousand dirhams a year and a quantity of wheat, so that he did 
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severul decades after 125. in the wake of the Mongol occupation of Baghdad: 
and the execution of the Abbasid caliph, there were no caravans from Trug. ts 
‘the early thirteenth century the Abbasids in Baghdad, the Ayyubids in Kigypt 
wnd the Rasulids in the Yemen had contested for suzerainty. however nominal, 
cower the holy cities, though the Banu Qutada, a local dynasty of Sharils based 
in Mecea, had usually been successful in playing off the claims of their more 
powerful neighbours. 

‘The situation in the Hijax changed in the 1260s ax a result of the 
establishment of the Mamluk yultanate in Egypt and Syria, Most of the 
Mamluk ruling elite were slaves of Kipchak Turkish or Circassian origin. The 
Mamluks were largely successful in bringing a degree of security to Rgypt and 
Syriu that was without precedent in the immediately preceding centuries, In 
1266 the Halj caravan with a Mamluk escort was able to set out once mone 
from Lgypt via Aqabu, This was also the year in which the practice begin of 
sending out with the caravun the kiswa, an embroidered black cloth destined 10 
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‘cover the Ka’ba, together with un elaborate palanguin known as the matimal,® 
‘The fifteenth-century encyclopaedist al-Qalqashandi described the mahimal 
‘us ‘a tent made of embroidered yellow silk and topped by # spherical fintal"* 
(yellow was the regnal colour of the Mamluks). ‘There was nothing inside the 
palanquia except a copy of the Qur'an, Once it had delivered its heavy burden 
to Mecea. the camel that had carried the mahmal was excused from currying 
“anything else for the rest of its life. Although the precise origin and significance 
‘of the despatch of the malmal remain unclear, it scems that it was viewed ax a 
symbolic assertion of the Egyptian sultan’s hegemony over the holy cities (and 
later that of the Ottoman sultan). This hegemony was contested by the Rasulld 
‘sultans of Yemen who periodically sent the malimal. This was first recorded in. 
1296 during the reign of the sultan al-Mu'ayyad; they continued to send it 
intermittently later as a matier of tradition.* 

In 1269 Mamluk hegemony over Mecca and Medinu was confirmed when 
the Mamluk Sultan Baybars (1260-77) went oo the Hajj. tis pilgrimage 
‘combined politics with piety: he confirmed Abu Numay of the Banu Qatada 
tribe us Sharif of Mecca, and the long-lived Abu Namay (d. 1301) was to serve 
Marnluk interests in the region, Baybarx and his successors were proud 10 wd 
the title Protector of the Holy Cities (khaadlm al-haramayn) to thet peotocols. 

Although the pilgrimage is accomplished in Dhu't Hijja, the twelfth month, 
‘of the year, It became the custom ta parade the malinal through Cairo during. 
‘Rajab, the seventh month. when It could serve ws an advertisement of the Haj} 
‘to come and as the proclamation of the identity af the Amie of the Hal). The 
North African pilgrim Ibe Battuta witnessed the procession in 1325. All the 
grandes of the city rode out to greet the malunal and the Amir of the Haj) and 
then they all processed around the city with ‘the camel drivers singing to their 
‘camels in the lead’. Towards the end of the Mamluk perind the ceremoniey that 
accompanied the procession of the mahal through Caitu became Increasingly 
luborate. Precious textiles and objects of Chinese manulucture were displuyed 
‘onthe backs of camels," The great dervish onlers marched behind the palanguin, 
‘Shopkeepers on the route of the mahmal would paint their houses and hang out 
“carpets. The carnival also acquired a somewhat scandalous character and the 
pious denounced the mingling of women with men in the crowds. Lance games 
‘were performed by young Mambuks dressed in red and they were accompanied 
by mounted ruffians wearing birarre costumes and demonic masks who were 
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The Hajj Route from Cairo 


There were several routes from Cairo, The main one 
was across Sinai and had 34 stages, each about 45-48 
kin (28-30 miles) in length. The first stop was Birkat 
al-Hajj, 18 km (11 miles) from the Citadel at Cai 
where there was a large reservoir. It was here that the 
final preparations were made. In order to be In Mecca 
at the beginning of Dhu't Hija, a timetable established 
In the 14th century had pilgrims arriving at Birkat 
al-Hajj about the 24th of the previous month of 
Shawowal.* From here they could travel south to Suez 
and go by sea, oF carry on east to Aqaba. This journey 
‘could take 45-50 days: ‘the custorn is to travel much 


and rest little... they travel from 2 o'clock in the 
‘morning until the sun rising, then having rested until 
‘noon they set forward and so continue till night and 
then rest again il 2 felock.!"” 

During a period between 1116 and 1187 the 
Crusader kingdoms controlled the land routes trom, 
Egypt to Syria, 30 pilgrims sueh as ibn Jubayr had to 
ge down the western coast of the Red Sea to Aydhab 
and cross trom there to Jedda (see p, 126), The Sinai 
route was reinstated in 1266 by Sultan Baybars. 


ty 99 
oie 
Proto Sar Abd Ada 


Aang the route wacenting Mami whan dy 
‘wrth ured at corvenern Od othe rte 
help the pop. At oat 15 tw (22 me) 
‘ont of Ste. tere Wa pr top nee 0 9 
‘oro med ci than bene aa. ermine 
OF the Ue compli a han of wath, 9 am ord 
‘ro MATa eniern mPa omens 10.0 
rch ¢ul oncrption atthe se, wore bah der 
{the ones o Sultan Atoba Ne Manan in FSB 
"he him, whe fh 24 m (80) fm ma oF 
Aerestae Boch» greed Irom tay ofthe 
wm In 1387 the pire camp wax dewryed 
by 2 Foun ocd whic Lied 19? men. esr 
ed cides Seypte the thew and te esternee 
Sorcge wh mh fad Bowral Dore 
‘cade sorte be dtm to the water tine 
(0 te whe canton 9 deme movin trees 
16 the Cutis of Shes ah om, nich may te 
(re Maries period or eater * 


9) 100 Opposite 
‘Map iltraing the ma Hu routes rom Eas 
to Mecca and Mecina that were in yse tr the 
medieval peti Io Woe al treet century 


146 JOURNEY TO MECCA: A HISTORY (PART 2) 


JOWaNEY To MECCA 


A MeSTORY (PART 2) 


az 


The Syrian Hajj Route 


‘The Hajj route from Syria was an ancient trade route 
which flourished under the Nabataeans and linked 
Arabia with the Mediterranean, Under the rule of 

the Umayyad caliphs (661-750), with their capital at 
Damascus, this route was used for the purposes of 
Haj. Following the takeover by the Abbasids, however, 
the focus of the Muslim empire changed to Baghdad 
‘and it was the route from Kula ~ the Dar Zubayda 

{in particular — that took precedence. The Ottoman 
‘conquest of Syria in 1516, and of Egypt and the Hijaz 
4s00n after, was to radically change the importance of 
the Syrian Hajj route, and it became the main artery 
that linked the Ottoman capital Istanbul with Mecca." 
The route between Istanbul and Damascus began 

‘at Uskudar (on the Aslan side), which the Ottoman 
traveller tvliya Celebi described as “inthe territory of 


the Holy Land’. The 18th-century traveller Mehmed 
Edib wrote that between Uskudar and Damascus, 
Which eut through central Anatolia, took thirty-seven 
travelling days. Including an extra six rest days on the 
Journey gave a total time of forty-three days before 
arriving at Damascus, the great gathering point 
‘bringing pilgrims trom all over the Ottoman empire.” 
‘At Damascus next to the Hajj camping ground the 
Ottoman Sultan Suleyman constructed between 

1554 and 1560 a large pilgrimage centre. This was 
known as the Suleymaniyya or Takiyya and included 

‘@ mosque, soup kitchen, hospice and madrasa, Alt 
‘long the route, starting from the Farewell Fountain at 
Oskudar down to Mecca, the Ottomans constructed a 
wide range of facilites for pilgrims, such as a network 
of May forts. 
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Hajj Forts 


The northern section of the road between Istanbul 
and Damascus was provided with bath houses, 
covered markets, caravanserais and mosques while 
the desert route to the south had a series of forts 
protecting cisterns and wells. The system continued 
to be Improved and enhanced into the nineteenth 
century, The advent of steamships in the Red Sea 
during the 1840s followed by the opening of the Suez 
Canal in 1869 led to the decline of the overiand route, 
though piigrims continued to travel on foot and by 
camel until the op 


ling of the Hijaz Railway in 1908, 
The Ottomans repaired forts that had been built by 
the Mamluks and also constructed their own along 
the Hajj route, The best surviving examples are along 
the 1,500 km (930 miles) from Damascus to Mecca 
and many have been extensively documented. 


The characteristic form of the forts was square, 


arranged around a central courtyard. in the centre 
was a cistern and staircases at the sides led to upper 
floors and the roof, The forts housed the troops that 
accompanied the pilgrims, Evliya Celebi described 
Qatrana (right) as being ‘in the middle of the desert 
and Is 3 square building made of small stones 
[foundations]. In the direction of the gibla [south] 
there is a gate. Outside measures three hundred 
paces but there is no moat, Inside there are seven 
rooms ax well as storerooms and a masjid [mosque] 
The fort has a commander and seventy troops.’ 
The role of the troops was to guard the water facilities 
and the pilgrims camped outside, A number of the 
lsterns attached to forts are huge and rectangular 
and probably Roman in origin as with Qatrana, 
which had a capacity of 2,100 sq cu (about 

1,050 sq m). 


n Damascus. This allowed latecomers to catch up 


With the caravan. It was also the place where camels 

were hired and much general trading was done, 
grins sought to equip themselves for the 

ad, 

a the Haj} was judged to 


be meritorious. Many of the pilgetms were 


determined 


‘or sick people who w 
hM 


or die in the attempt 


and quite often they did die, The weather 


in deepest winter of high summer was 


brutal, the heat of the wumoom, the “hot 


sandy wind’, could be lethal and there was 


the danger of flash flooding. Bunditry anid 


plague also took thetr toll, As fevliya Celebi 


Dut It, “Travel is a fragment of Hell, though 


it be but # single parsang."* Mortality on the 


ers of the de 


Ha}) was high. so the 


essential rule to play. There w 


deal with the estates of pilgrims who died. Si 


porseasions of deceased pilgrims were deemed to 


Mt was common for @ dead man’s companions to bury bin in 


secret in bis tent, 
Many North African pilgrims travelled by sea to Alexandria and from 

ig, 108 there made their way down to join the Cairo caravan. But from the thirteenth, 

ite compass 

Tukey, ©1800 


century onwards in most years there were also two overtand ¢ 


started out fr 


et and Sijilmasa.” A Moroccan pilgrim wus Ii 


hicen months away from home. The rile texts. acco 
es proxtuced by hujfis from Mtorucco or Andahast 
vet guides for the ma 
through trade 
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Sparse city canta mot 


Joti are gene 
‘enies one ofthe 
or Mol 


might sell all their property before setting out and wor 


inetimes dive 


their wives. Often the pilgrims were old men who expected to die either in Mecen 


or while journeying towards it. Not 


were black African pilgrims table 
to be attacked by bandits, but they also risked being enslaved or conscripted 
Into a foreign army. Since the Haj} was so dangerous, some religious scholars 


In the Sudan and elsewhere argued that the Haj) was n 


nger obligatory 


Nevertheless. dexpite the risks. ulima who r 


ned to Timbuktu or to places 


further to the south or west found their prestige as religious scholars greatly 
enhanced by having been to Mecen. Though little tx known about the medieval 


African pilgrimages. occasionally the Mamluk chronicles record re 


pilyetmy 


ges, such ax the one made by Mansa Musa of Mali i 1324-5 to at 


for the accidental killing of his mother.” He set off with a retinue of 8,000 and 


500 slaves walked in front, each of whom was carrying a staff of gold weighing 


5000 mithgals. Ma 


Musa's disper 


at 


of largesse Was so extravagant that 


the p 


-e of gold fell In Kgypt. Another celebrity pilgrimage was that of Askia 
Mahmud of Songhai (1492-1527), who made his Hajj in 1496-7 


Once the border between Mamluk Syria an 


Mongol Iikhanate opened 


in the 1320s, trantan pilgrims either urrived In Damascus early and 
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The Hajj from West Africa 


Hajj has been central in Mali since at 


t the tenth century when 


significant conversion to Islam began. Trade across the 5 


hara trom 
cities such as Gao and Timbuktu served to connect with North Africa 


Ind Medina, Saharan towns 


and on to Arabia and ultimately Mec 
such as Tadmekka, modern Essouk in Mali, were important stopping 


Points for pilgrims and traders. Tadmekka’s very name draws upon links 


with and evokes images of Mecca. 
Ma 


1a Musa [n the early fourteenth century and the later Songh 


emperor Askia Muhammad, who also went on pilgrimage following his 


assumption of power in 1492, were rich because they controlle 


the 
West African gold sources, At Tadmekka gold coin moulds dating to the 
finth-tenth centuries have been found, as well as a plece of silk testile 
In Gao, numerous archaeological finds have been made testilying to 
the riches of medieval trans-Saharan trade including imported glazed 


pottery 


nd glass from North Africa and Eqypt 


i) also enriched Ish 


mic scholarship in Mall, At Timbuktu there 
ip 


existed a university and a tradition of recording 


1A Manuseripts in 
Arabic script, including science, law, medicine, history and religious 


texts, Returning pilgrims contributed both ideas and travel acc 


The Hausa are numerically one of the l 


gest of the peoples of 


West Central Africa, living px 


sdominantly in northern Nigeria but also 


southe 


Niger. Hausaland 


omprised seven original city-states of 


Daura, Zaria, Biram, Kano, Katsina, Rano and Gobir, where Islami 


started from the fourteenth century 
Prior to 1800 Majj was the preserve of religious scholars and the 
elite, Following religious reform and the growth in literacy in the 
nineteenth century, the numbers of Hausa pilgrims increased. Pilgrim: 
travelled to Mecca on foot or horseback across the savannas of central 


Africa, which could take se 


al years. Many pilgrims died while 


travelling or in the holy cities. Some settled permanently at some 


point along thelr route, and substantial communitie 


of Hausa origin 


re found across Saharan Arica and the Mi 


le East, including Saudi 


" 


Arabia, reflecting the routes earlier pilgrims took and the places they 
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10 pligrims usually arrived by sea, though not 


in great numbers until the nineteenth century. The same was true of Chinese 


pilgrims. many of whom were involved in maritime trade," In the early fifteenth 
century the Chinese admiral Zheng He commanded » series of exploratory 
trading fleets which visited South-east Asia, India, Hast Africa and the Middle 
Hast. On the seventh and last of these expeditions some of his sailors joined a 
ship which saited up the Ked Sea and they went on to Mecca where. reportely 
ures. as well as giraffes’! ‘the 


they purchased “strange gems and rare tre 
Ka’ba was known in Chinese as Tiare 


jeavenly Cube’. Although Zheng 
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He was a Buddhist, he did know Arubie, and both bis father and grandfather 
seem to have been Muslims who had performed the Hajj 


The coonomy of Mecca was entirely dependent on the pilgrim trafic 


Income from swyaf religious endowments, singular wag) and subsidies from, 
pious Muslim rulers, while the eco 
of date palms. was hardly less dependent. For instunce. large awgaf in Egypt 
f grain to 
‘awa that, over the yours, the 
tended to diminish du 


The Haram enclosure in Mecca, the Prophot'x mosque in Me 


my of Medina. notwithstanding its grow 


holy cities. However, Mts in the 1 


Snanced the supply are of 


endowments 


ipplied by such pious 


Inflation and maladministration,”” 


nd various 


her religious colleges und Sufi centres were expensive to 


intain as thelr structures suffered repeatedly from fires, Nash Nloods 


‘and earthquakes. The erection of new foundations and the restorat 


of old ones inthe Hijaz was exceptionally expensive sal the nocessary 
building materials ~ marble, stone, wood, tiles, nally, etc. ~ hud 10 be 

Imported. The skied Iabour ulso had to be imported and the work carefully ng 116 

planned in edvunce in istanbul or Calro.* However the prestige wccruing trom (ars aay aac 08 
hoving commulssioned or restored reigious foundations in Mecca or Medina Mast nit wh shew 

was immense. The Mamluk Sultan Qaytbay (1468-96) commissioned the Seeal Muna, Aeon 


construction 
side of the M 
by Qaytbay’s architect. Shams al:Zaman, Suleyman the Magnificent (1520: 


1» madeasa (religious teaching college) and a hospice on the 


aque of the haram. ‘The mosque of the Prophet was restored 


te mone of Mend, Quy 
‘he renovated and bull 
iments inh by cer of bi domo 
water and pat « new roof on the Ka’ba, Several sultans restored the famous ond ail mo have ut tee of craftsmen 
tg work nthe moot at Mena The 


66) commissioned the restoration of the aqueduct that supplied Mecea with 


drainpipes (mizab) of the Ka‘ba\see fig. 117)! "The Mosque of the Haram was 


reconstructed on the onders of the Ottoman Sultan Selim Il (1566-74)." 


Apart from their associations with the life 


the Prophet, Mecca and Medina 


Were also famous as centres of religious scholarship and for many pilgrims, 


lly those coming from the most distant tereit 


es. performance of the 


expec 
religious duty doubled as a quest for knowledge. In particular they sought out 
Hadith 


reliable transmitters of th 


ly ransmitted traditions concerning the 


deeds and sayings of the Prophet and his Companions, The holy cities served 
the Islamic world as theological und legal finishing schools. and if a religious 
scholar wanted to publicize his writings throughout the Islamic world, he sey 


his books to Medina. 
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For some scholarly pilgrims, particularly those coming from Spain and 


0, thelr rihla narratives served to establish their religions credentials, 


Included accounts of their meetings with religious scholars in 


Mecca, Cairo, Jerusalem and elsewhere and listed the ijusas, of licences 10 


transinit what they had learned from those se 


Jars. One such was the famous 


‘haji tbo Battuta who travelled in seurch of knowledge. When he left Tangiers i 


1325 he wi 


only twenty-one 


1eeded to complete his edu 


because af this, he did not proceed 


rectly to Mecca, but tu 


Cairo to Damascus, He devoted i 


‘of his rita to"What 


at Damascus, and those of its sch 


whe gave me licen 


eh’, After 


studies in Damascus he went on to Mecea and subsequently. having acquired 


ste for travel. he spent decade 


series of journeys that took him to India, 


Central Asi 


pical Africs, South-east Asta and perhaps China 


Although Tha Battuta visited many Su lodges and reporte 


miracles, his narrative of his 


avels. lke those of most pilgrims whe have left 


record, is quite peasule and decors. Bu 


1 hajits weote of their pilgr 


Jn terms thit were mystical 


ois, Mutyt al-Din te al-Anabi (1185 


1240), one of the 


the Haji in 1201, He was never to return. His pilgeian series 


of obscurely couched mystical works, including al-Putu The 
Makkin Revelations), Rul al-Qus (The Holy Spirit of Jerusalem) and Turjuman 
al-Ashung (The Interpreter of Desires 


Once the rituals of the Haji were formally concluded after the standing wt 


Arafat. the tram was no longer worn and there were celebrations at Mina. 
Fireworks were fet off, guns were fired and a trade fair was held there from 


the 11th to the 13th Dbu't Hijja, Some pilgrims merely replenished their 


for the return Journey. but the fair was also the main setting for the 


ade in luxury goods including silks, spices coffee, pearls from 


Bahroyn and Chinese porcelain, The annual systole and diastole of the Haj} 


played a 1 de in disseminating craft designs and techniques during 


the Mamluk and Otto 


The Malj features in various stories in the Arabian Nights. 


roost of which were compoved of given their final revision In 
the late 


of Ali Khaw 


wnluk period, including, for example. “The Story 


ant of Baghdad’, In this story, alter 


J "to dream for three nights together, 


me to him, and, with a severe 


look. reprimanded him for not having made a pilgrimage to 


Mecca. he wus very much troubled’, On the one band, he 


4 


eave his house and business in jeopardy: on 


it 
the other. he was conscience-stricken at not having fulfilled 
this basic religious duty: In the end he sold the house and 


business and. having a thousand pleces of gold more than 


he wished to carry with him on the pilgrimage, he ¢ 
this money at the bottom of a jar of olives which he guve to a 


neighbour to look after. Then he set off to Mecen with the residue of his 
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1ey and merchandise to trade with “and when he had acquitted himself of 
the duties of his pilgrimage, he exposed the merchandise he hud brought with 
d from passing merchants 


hhim, to sell or exchanige them’. At this point he hi 
w bigger profit with these goods in Cairo. so he travelled 
hout the Middle Hast. ‘There Is 


‘ho need to follow this story any further here. with the details of how he lost 


that he would n 


on and spent years teuding profitably th 


and regnined that jar of olives. ut, in depicting the mixture of piety and 
commercial entrepreneurship, the fiction refleets the rvality of the times. 
Though the « 


with things te buy 


ning together of people from all over the Islamic world 


nd sell mau t resemble an inter 


trade fair. there were certain Mecea becoming a really 


Pees ok 


ary 


PUNE 


| 


| reading centre on an annual basis. Because the Haj) was 


grand Internatio 
governed by the lunar year. commencing eleven days earlier coch solar year, 
ws often difficult for traders and pilgrims 
in 


travel by sea to the Red Sea ports 
Uinul the appearance of steamships from the 1830s onwards, navigat 
both the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea was dependent on the seasonal winds. 
For pilgrims coming from India, Malaysia, Java and other eastern regions, the 


Liming of their journey was dependent on the monsoon winds.‘ Since the 
west coast of India was not navigable between roughly June and September 
when the south-west monsoons prevailed (and there were also a dangerous few 
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1ey and merchandise to trade with “and when he had acquitted himself of 
the duties of his pilgrimage, he exposed the merchandise he hud brought with 
d from passing merchants 


hhim, to sell or exchanige them’. At this point he hi 
w bigger profit with these goods in Cairo. so he travelled 
hout the Middle Hast. ‘There Is 


ho need to follow this story any further here. with the details of how he lost 


that he would n 


on and spent years teuding profitably th 


and regnined that jar of olives. ut, in depicting the mixture of piety and 
‘commercial entrepreneurship, the fiction refleets the rvality of the times. 
Though the « 
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in 


travel by sea to the Red Sea ports 
Uinul the appearance of steamships from the 1830s onwards, navigat 
both the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea was dependent on the seasonal winds. 
For pilgrims coming from India, Malaysia, Java and other eastern regions, the 


Liming of their journey was dependent on the monsoon winds.*” Since the 
west coast of India was not navigable between roughly June and September 
when the south-west monsoons prevailed (and there were also. dangerous few 
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woeks in midewh 


ier 


ips feom India generally sailed in Convers in spring and 
dutumn. Therefore It was not always worth 


Nan merchant's time to 


set out for the marke 


Hija.” 
Y 


Ned Sea presented other prub 


fers. The prevailing winds 
between May and September were northerly or north-westerly: but during the 


ost of th ih of Jedd was south-casterly. Thus 


war the prevailing wind 
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tacking up to Jedda was difficult during most of she year. Additionally. shoals 
and coral reefs as well as sandstorms blowing across the waters made sailing 
dangerous. Navigation was 0 problematic that the dhows would have a man 
4at the prow to shout back directions to the man at the stern. Consequently 
ships coming from tndin usually ended their journey in Aden, where their 
passengers and cargo were transhipped on to smaller vessels. Jedda’s harbour 
‘was sheltered. but it was foolhardy 10 attempt to enter 1 at night, and large 
ships never entered it at all." 


Returning now to the camel carnvans, while the Egyptian caravan look 


approximately forty-five to fifty days to make its way buck to Cairo, a sequence 
of greeting parties rode out from the city with provisions and celebratory gifts 
The first of the greeting parties would meet the caravan fifteen days out from 
Cairo, As well as rel 


vex wnd friends. there Were opportunistic traders in the 


purty. Similarly the returning Damascus caravan was greeted by the cerde (or 


irda), heavily armed relief escort for the last part of their journey. The corde 
brought suppliex and extra security, The Redouin were most likely to attack 
the Hajj on the return journey, because by then it might have become clear 
that they were not going to be paid off by the Amir 
there would be rich pickings from the luxury items purchased by pilgr 
Mecca." The urgundian Bertrand 
time of the return of the Hajj caravan in 1432. It was said to be composed of 


the Hajj, Moreover, 


de la Hrocquiére way in Damascus at the 


three thousand camels: and in fact Ht was two days and as many nights before 
they had all entered the town. The event was, according 


custom, a grei 
festival’, The Na'ih (Governor) of Damascus came out to greet the camel 


which carried 4 Qur'an wrapped in precious silks. This camel was escorted by 


soldiers bearing swords, crossbows and muskets. It was followed by eight ob 
men ont camels (who had probably been the guides on the pilgrim route) and 
then by the wealthy and distinguished personages. Hertrandon tried to find out 
more about the Hajj from a Bulgarian renegade who proved to be w rich source 
of misinformation. for he told him thut the Prophet's tomb was in Mecca and 
that some of the pilgrims “having scen \t, had their eyes thrust out, becuse 
they said. after what they had just seen. the world could no longer offer them 
‘anytising woeth looking at." 
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SIXTEENTH TO EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES 


In 1503 Ludovico Varthema saw unicorns in the “Temple” at Mecca (well. 
Af not unicorns. then they may have been oryxes). Varthema had arrived 
in Alexandria ‘longing for novelty us a thirsty man longs for fresby water’, 
Subsequently he attached himself to 4 group of Mamluks who were escorting 
the Haji caravan from Damascus, He reported that the Bedouin whe sought to 
attack the caravan were easily repelled by the Mamluks. for they were skilled 
‘and well-equipped warriors, whereas the Bedouin rode about naked on horses 
without saddles, In Medina he inspected the Prophet's tomb and consequently 
Was able to declare that the medieval European legend that it was suspended 
4 the wir in Mecca was false, In Mecca he noted the commodities coming there 
from India and Ethiopia, including silk, cotton, ypices: incense and wax. He 
described the Ka’ba as a tower which Abraham hid built.” 

If not the frst Huropean to find his way to Mecea, be was perhaps first 
to write down what he hal seen, In subsequent centuries his account was 
followed by those of Joseph Pitts, Richard Hurton, Lady Kvelyn Cobbold, A). 
Wavell and others. Some had iravelled to Mecca as sincere Muslims, some came 
‘as slaves in the retinues of Muslims. but others were explorers and spies who 
contrived 10 reach the forbidden city in disguise. Europeans first became aware 
of the Importance of the Hajj in the sixiventh century and therealter they 
strove In exercise 

Untit the sixteenth century the Indian Occwa und the Bay of Bengal could 
be described ax Muslims lakes. To such an extent was maritime commerce 
dominated by Muslin traders that those C! 
ppartheipat 
the Portuguese rounded the Cape of Good Hope tn 1497. this changed. The 
Primary Portuguese alm in eustern waters Was to prevent ships carrying spices 
from reaching Red Sea ports from where thelr cargoes would be transhipped 
und transported on to Cairo. Although the Portuguese were oaly partially 
successful in establishing # blockade of the Red Sea, they did manage 
Feroute much of the spice tride around the Cape ty Lisbon. They dreamed of 
selzing the Prophet's tomb, which they hax! heard was suspended in the air 
by maynets in Mecca, bat with such poor intelligence i is not surprising that 
they did not succeed, Inevitably the xeabornie Hajj was adversely affected by the 


me sort of control over it 


nese who wanted to facihtate thelr 


Jn this commerce tended 11 convert to Islam. Hut, soon afer 
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Portuguese presence in the Indian Ocean, for the Portuguese first uttacked and 
sank pilgrim ships and later levied a special tax on the pilgrim passengers. 
(Their maritime supremacy in the region was subsequently challenged in the 
seventeenth century by Dotch and Tritish ships.) 

As the Portuguese exerted their influence over the sea routes taken by 
pilgrims in the ludian Ocean, the Mughal empire conquered the province of 
Gujarat in 1573, which Included Surat, the main port used by South Aslan 
pilgrims, Surat’s capture led to an Increased Interest in the Haj} among the 
Mughal ruling class. An imperial edict proclaimed that ‘the travelling expenses 
‘of anybody, who might Intend to perform the pilgrimage to the Sacred Places. 
should be paid’. The first Mughal Hajj caravan left the imperial capital 

Jatelypue Sikri in 1576, with # 600,000-cupee donation for the holy places 
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Emperor Akbar (1542-1605) wanted 


rm Hajj, but was dissuaded by 


a ds and defenders of the holy vliies, and Fig 128 


they treated their inhabitants generously. exempting them from taxation and bridles 


importance on. their role as over 


his officials. However, Akbar’s an Begum, und a large retinue of 


an albu 
it ans Sloane 


ladies from the royal houschold left Fatehpur Sikri in October belonging to 


1575, bound military service," The Hijax became an attractive place to retire to, though 


for Mecca, In October 1576 the roy 


sation. It 


party set sail non-Ottoman subjects who settled there were not exempt from 


and reach 0 in early 15 


They stayed in the 


became a place of exile, Previously. under the Mamluks. diagraced amirs were 


Hijau for four years, and performed the Hajj four times. 


sometimes sent into exile in Mecca and Medina.** Occasionally the Ottomans 


Reports r 


ped the sultan in Istanbul that the party's 
hed the sultan in Istanbul that the p Iso used the Hijwe as # place of exile ~ and possibly even worse. AU Bey al: 


ng slay was causing a scarcity of provisions in Mecea. Abbasi. who went on the Hajj in 1806, reported that the Sharif employed a 
The sultan ordered th 


fernor of Meceu to expel the soner”, whose job It was 10 


charming young man, known peivately as ‘the F 


al party. The ladies of the royal househ 


hand out water that he claimed to be from the well of Zamzam to out-of-favour 


10 Fatehpur Sikrt in Apett 1582. ‘Their expulsic 


Dttoman officials who had been dexpatched from Istanbul to Mecea, and this 


Ottomans angered Akbar, In retaliation. the empe 
ered Akbar, In retaliation. the emp wax how they met their end. Exile to the Ijaz was alse used by the Mughals 
suspended relations with the Ottomans, halted th 
° r halted the notables who had fallen oat of fayour were quite often instructed to yo on the 
be donations he had annual he Hj) aod given to understand that they should not return to Indin unless they 
cities, and suspended the Mughabsponsored Haj) recetved authorisation to do 9. 
caravan.” Akbar’s successors Jahangir (1605-27) and During the heyday of the Ottoman empire in the sixteenth century and 


Shah Johan (1627-58) resumed Mugh 


the Hajj. En 


| patronage of later. the Hajj caravans and the holy cities were well protected. In 1554-60 


for Aurangaeb (1658-1707) paid for Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent commissioned the famous architect Sina 


nfessional’ pilgrims who went on Hajj on bis beball to build the Suleymaniyye mosque complex in Damascus, In large part the 


The Portuguese threat to Jedda and 4 
hnreat to Jexkla and to M Suleymaniyya was designs n assembly polat for pilgrims and, for 


regemony in the Hijiz more generally was port 
ul spe soup kitchen). In addition to 


this reason, Ht included & hospice and an Imaret 


bw 


ground tw the downfall of the Mamluk su 


the mosque and its dependent buildings, Sinan also enclosed a large urea which 


(n 1516-17, as Mamluk musketeers and other military was set aside for the pilgrim tents 


forces were di 


the Red Sew and the 


not Prom the time of the Ottoman Sultan Selim 1{151 2-20) onwards, the amir of 


ailable for the defence of Syrtt 


the Ottomans. d 
" ed to pay off 


Damascus Haj hied a sirre or purse” from which he was supp 


The Ottoawe occupation af Egypt aed § 
: Seypi unde, dead 1s Bedouin tribes as well as distribute largesse among the dignitaries 


subsequent allocation of large sums for 


Mecca and Medina and give alms to the poor. From 1708 onwards the Pusha 


en sscus was usually also the Amie of the Haj), and he spent months before 


of the carwans from Cairo and Damascus, Bach 
Damascus. Bach your the its departure on the dawra, a t 


of the sanjaks, Syrian sub-provinces: The sole 


as spent a sum oa finan 


ni. the Hal Uwat would purpose of this tour was to alse funds to cover the expenses of the fortheoming 


fond a major war milar arrangement under the 


Doubtless there had been a 


pilgrisn 


nd certainly we are less well informed. 


k for 


Mamluks, but it was perhaps less formal 


us the rulers of Mecew and Medina 


but they alse installed # Pusha and a Jonissary gar 


ot it, Though there was always enough money to pay some tees t0 w 


pay off all the tribes along the 


In fesda us a counter and supply the Hajj, there was rarely enough 


The Ottoman sultans pl 


the budget dedicated to paying 


great route, Consequently the al that part 


In, watercolour and gold on turopean 
paper 
1. Khalil Collection of amc vt 


Ne (©1855) was an Ottoman 
‘eruloms the eorbet made in 1521 93 
Zaiors manual. Ti view of andl ne 
thy kunt 1 topeyrapi ay exact Prom 
leaving Bejktay belo Tophopl Palace would 
10 by boot 10 Usk, Shown eve with 
{ loeding sition projevting out ne the 
Bosphorus. The hte manque i aho marked 


off the Hedowin required some delicate political 


is. IF the amie oF pas 


ot his sums wrong and m 


iged the relative strengths of the (elbes along the 


route, then the consequences could b 


Bven in the Ottoman pet er of the Kyyptian caravan took 


precedence over his Syrian counterpart. The numbers in these two caravan 
th 


and 


voried greatly from year to 


depending. oa ee 


Weather und the Dkelihood of Bedo 


attacks, among other 


Funged from 10,000 to 60,000 pilgrims in each, 


The most vivid account of Haj) du comes from Evliva. 


12 the Ottorm 


Celebi whe made the Hajj in 1672. On tis twentieth biethday in 1631 he had 


had « dream in which he was instructed by the Prophet to travel, Fort 


next 
filly yours of 


he travelled throughout the Ottoman empire and beyond, 


Evliya” was actually a name derived from the Arable ‘awliyya’. meaning 
friends of God!’ or ‘saints’. and Celebi acquired this nickname through his 
abit of visting saints’ tombs and recording their miracles, His Hajj, which 
‘came quite late in life (he died in 1685), was thus the fulfilment of a lifetime's 

0 separate 


ting. He weote of Isis Haj, “To put on the pllgrim’s robe i 


plows trave 
‘oneself from all but God" 

Evllya Celeb's account of the preparations made by Husayn Pasha, the 
governor of Damascus for the Haj of 1672, shows that they were, if anything. 
Juk times: 


even more elaborate and expensive than in Ma 
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panters and tchers each 
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Fig, 127 
‘Sigle volume Quran copied by 
‘Metimed Shakir probably inthe Mijas 
Ottoman Turkey, dated 2224 AH, 

AD 1809-10 
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forthe ihannation He ched inthe Mya 


Although Bvliva was provided with camels in Damascus, most people purchased 
or hired their camels at the traditional stopping place of Muzayrib, Evliya again: 


It 1s a kanun of the Sultan Suleyman that the sheikhs of the seventy 


seven tribes come annually to this plain of Muzayrib with their followers 


to serve the pilgrims with 40,000 or 50,000 camels for whtich service 


they receive wultante gifts from the Dan 


wus treasury ... The pashus pet 
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lel 


po pore Duty pits dn Mi 


3,000 free-ranging camels from these sheikhs, 2,000 of which are 


for currying, water ~ four go 
for barley and beans. In addition, the Pasha has two hundred camel 


trains for his other supplies and fifty mule-trains loaded with his own 


ins of water per camel ~ and 1.000 


provisions. Males actually bear up quite well between Damascus and 
Mecca. His personal retinue and some of lis troops use thoroughbred 


nts. But stallions do not beur up wery well, 


Muzayrib also functioned as a grander and more yeneral trade 
fale. As Evliya reported, "It wax a sea of men, all jostling shoulders, Everything 
dsotins and 


was for sale, except the elixir of life, Including silks and brocudes a 
other precious stuffs’. Under the Ottomans selected Hedouin tribes were put 
under contract to bring camels for hire to Murayrib, and here pilgrims coming 
from Turkey exchanged their Bactrians for dromedaries. For water, Mumyrib 
had « lake and further along the route Hosra had a large cistern. 


‘The Syrian route rant via Maan and Mada'in Salth along the edge of the 
desert In order to avold areas of settled agriculture. In the sixteenth century 


the security of this route was greatly improved by the establishment of a chain 


‘of small fortresses which were garrisoned by Janiswaries (see p. 1500), Hesides 
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While the rulers of the so-called jihadist stater that a 


wn the Sahel 


region of Africa in the late elghte 


forming. the Haj. the 


ng. wars actually made thix more difficult, 


fore the nineteenth century Hajj caravans from West Africa were only 


intermittent, Vrom the fourteenth century omwards Twat. ae 


y southern Algeria, tbe 


‘an important staging post 
Mt wos not unkaows for entire caravans to perish from thirst 


pilgrims who could ullond 


travelled by sew 


During the seventeenth and eighteen 


‘centuries the pulses of re 
beat out from Mecca and Medina. In particul 


Nayshabunds Sutls from Centeat 
Asia ind tnlia travelled to the Hijau in order te study annd then preach a puree 


foe of slam (th 


i there were als numerous Nagshaband 


Syria, Kuyt and 


ewhere), Unlike some Sul ond 


th century emphasned the importance 


strict adherence to the Shari'a nd Sunna. In the case of Indian Naqshabundis, 


they were reacting to the excessively tolerant and xyncretistic form of Islam 


re was a Nogshabandi 
u Abd al-Hagg and 
yp thoxe who, havinig been on the 


fiwoured by the Mughals in the seventeenth century, T 


colony in Meeca and in the early seventeenth century Maw 


Shetkh Ahmad Sirlind! were prominent arn 


ned to India with their pun 
Ah of the Nugshabandis. When Ahmad Sirhindl's son Khwajah 


wum was in Mecca, he meditated on the mystical stutus of the 


janical prestige enhanced. Sichindi founded 


Kaba which he felt was ‘superior to all realiiew’”” He came tu believe tit he wos 


a qaygju, ‘a lasting figure of the age’, und as such he had special responsibility for 
the reform of contemporary society, Later Nagshabundis in India declared all the 
territory occupied by the British to be a war zone (Dar al-Harb) and Naystrabandis 


were to play # leading part in the Mutiny Rebellion in India in 1857 
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THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
Towards the ond of the eighteenth century a different kind of refuem movement 
was getting under way in Najd in central Arabia, Muhammad tn Abd al- 
Wahhab (1703-92) was an alim who had studied in Medina and been strongly 
influenced by the rigourist teachings of the theologian and jurist Ihe Tuymiyya 
(1263-1528) who had tived in Mamluk Damascus. Following Ibe Tuymiyya’ 

eachings, Ibn Abd al-Wahhab preached against the survival of jwhilt (pagan) 
pructices among the Bedouin tribes, such us the cult of sacred trees or speings. 
He also condemned all forms of bid'a (unacceptable ts 
smoking, Though Sufism was acceptable, the unorthodax and innovatory 
practices that some Sufi orders had embraced were not, His Wahhabi following 
placed greot stre 


novation). such ax 


‘on the Haj), but they denounced the cult of certain tombs of 
the Prophet's Companions and later saints. While it was held te be permissible 
to visit the 


jphet's tomb. this was not part of the pilyrimage 

The expulsion of the Tutks from Arubla was another of the goals of the 
fest Saudi state (1803-13), One of fbn Abd albWahhab’s teachers in Medina 
hhad shown him the weapons that he had peepared for the liberation of the 
heartland of Arabia: a room full of books. But tba Abt al-Wahhab was got 
‘content to spread his faith through study and preaching, He formed an alliance 
with a local tribal leader. Muharamad ibn Saud, aod they went om to recruit 
1 force of devoted Bedouin known as the IRhwun (Bieothers). The early waes 
‘Were with local tribes in Najd, Muhaenmad bn Sa’ud died in 
son Abd al-Auia{ occupied Riyad in 1773, Wy the 1790s the Wabhab-Si'udi 
alliance posed i theeat to the Hashemite Shar 
and Ottoman Syria and traq were ulso raided. tn 1803, during the pilgrimage 
senson, Abd al-Aan’s son Sa'ud occupied Mecen and tn 1805 Medina fell 
tohi 


In 1807 Sa'ud's tribal forces in Medina prevented the Syrian carwvan 
under the leadership of Yusuf Pasha from reaching Mevea. Sa’ud declared it 
Improper that there should be soldiers, artillory and women in the caravan. fn 
truth his feue was that Yusuf Pusha would use the soldiers and artillery to drive 
‘him out of the jaa. The embargo on the Syrian pilgrimage. which continued 
for three years. was disastrous for the economy of Damascus and for Ottoman, 
prestige. In the long run, the Ottoman sultan was driven to seek the wssistance 
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of Muhammad AU, the Khedive of Eaypt (1805-48), He sent a well-equipped 
force under the command of his son Tusun. Medina fell to him in 1812 and 
Mevea in 1813. In a second round of campaigning. Egyptian forces invuded 
Najd and occupied the Sa’udl capital of Dar‘iyya in 1818. 


THE IMPACT OF COLONIALISM 


As ainetcenth-ventury pilgrims made their way to Mecea from Java, India, 
Cental Asia, Moroceo, sub-Sabaran Africa and other remote regions. was 
inevitable that they should become awace of the growing wealth and imperial 
ambitions of the European powers ax well as their control over most othe 
rootes 1o Mecea, Sometime in the 1X30» Ahmad ibn Tuwayr set out on the 
Hajj fromm Marrakesh. From Tangier he travelled onwards on w Luropean ship 
which involved « forty-duy periad of quarantine in Livorno which he strongly 
resented: "The rewson for that ts their false belief that death only comes 
through infection and not by divine decree us isthe belief of the people of the 
Sunni’. He was bitter about the power and wealth of the ‘infidel’ and wrote 
that, when he contemplated the fine buildings In Livorno, he understood the 
Hadith, “This world is the prison of the believer aad the paradise of the infidel’ 
In general. he saw and feared the xrowing power of the Buropewn nations und 
hie believed that the recent occupation of Algiers by the French (1830) might 
Dresage the Last Days." 

To take another example, in 1885 the Persian Shi' pilgrim Mirza Mohamed 
Hosayn Farahani travelled from Tebrun 10 the shore of the Caspian and 
thore took a steamer to Istanbul, from where he boarded another steamer to 
‘Alexandria and feom Alexandria # train down to Sues, belore king a boat 
1 Jedda, Since he had travelled on Russian ship and later encountered 
Beitish offichals in Hlaypt and at the quarantine stations. his Journey was an 
‘education in. among other things, how hortible non-Muslim foreigners could 
he: ‘Generally, the middle and lower [classes] of Russians, in 90 far as 1 have 
seen. are very impolite, wicked, devious. coarse, rude, unjust, haughty to the 
peasants wod careless. The institution of marriage does not have much sanctity 
‘among these people"? Faced with this sart of competition. he English fared 
relatively well: Although they too are very deceitful, cunning. time-serving. 
‘hypocritical, and don't understand about friendship and camaraderie at all 
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ward behaviour they do uct justly and humanely and havea mildn two vol A Personal Nav 
dignity and orderline 
in 1855-6."" Much of hi 


Like Poking’s Forbidden Cty and Lis in 


er earlier account, but Burton's account of Medinu ts faller, as Burkburdt had 
allenge for Europeun adventurers seckit mise fas here to ake many notes, Its wlso noteworthy that Burton wrote 
f ite his account in what was generally smanlike 
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wavan in INI4-1 pent 2 marked his later translation of the Arabian Nights, But just occasionally the 
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mmuitie account of the holy cities tobe producest ti ping to the curtain, of who pressed their beating hearts to the 


53 the explorer Richard Francis Burton, disguised a stone. none fell for the moment a deeper emotion than haji from the 


doctor, took part in the Hajj and published the account of his adh 


wenture in far-north. Ie was asf the poetical legends of the Arab spoke the truth, and that 
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the waving wings of angels, not the sweet bree 


and swelling the black covering of the shrine. Hut. to confess the humbling 


truth, theirs was the high feeling of religious enthusiasm, mine was the eestasy 


The Dutch orientalist Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje (18S7-19 36) also 


managed to spend time in Meceu in 1885, 19 1880 he had presented a thesis 


at Letden on the pro-tslam 


ins of the Haj). However: be cut 


only fo study the subject through books and he was inspires by re 


1g Ledward 


William Lane's Murmers and Customs of the Moderw Egyptians (1846) to. plan 


n ethnographic study of Mecca and the Hajj. Having learnt the techniques 


of photography he brought with him substantial amounts of 


sipment and 


while In Jedda he spent a great deal of time photographing. pilgrims 


; 


Mediverranean Seo 


Fig. 126 Opposite abo 
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Group portrait ofthe Dutch consuls ttt 
in Jedds, September-Decerber 1884, 
Unknown photographer 


1a Srouch Hurray the you 


dimers 0 es 


South Fast Asia in the Duteh consulate. It was in Jedde that he may have 


ito Islam" and he took on the Muslim name of Abd al-Ghalfar. Alter 


being examined by the governor of Jedda and a body of Istamie sch 


discussi 


his forthcoming sojourn in Mecea with them. he wus allowed to 


proceed. Since his Arable was pod and he way well ver 


9 Muslim theology 


and law. he m 


im Pebruary to August 185, Although 


hix survey of Mecca was comprehensive. two vlae interested 


him, The first was Meecan religious scholarship and its impressive vitality. The 
vecond wus the welfare und ideology of pilgrims und settlers in Mecca who had 


come from the Dutch East Indies, a 


sme twoof his Bilder 


Aus Mekku (1889) is de 


id to the Jawab as he called them. In general, fa 


pilgrims were relatively. prospe 


Was, expecially by compartion with pilgrims 


Plate XIX I Hurgronje's Ber Aus 
Melia, 1888 


coming from British India. Because of this, the Jawah were a particular target 


of touts and beggars, according to Hurgronje and other observers 


naking a clase study of the Jawah, he was responding to the concerns 


Xf the Dutch colonial authorities. who fe Islamism and 


J the spread of pi 


were worried about its possible role In stimulating resistance against Dutch 


colonialism in Aceb. the northernmost tip of Sumatra. It was becoming evident 


fig, 141 
The Meccan doctor, Ab ab Chat 
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that the version of Istam mixed with older ps 


beliefs that had prevailed in the Dutch Bast indies was 


Jam, brought back by hujts who had studied in 


4." Imam Bonjol (d. 1864) was one such rebel 


against Dutch rulein Western Sumat 


closely, iss 


the pilge 


permits and ¢ 


thot they check into the consulates on are 


departure 


Hesides ti 


notes and photographs 


far, to take photograp 


Although Hurgronje bad planned to stay in Mecea 


to take photographs of the Hajj. befe 


whe denounced him to the authorities in Istanbul. 


und the order came from there for Hurgronie’s 


expulsion from the Hijaz. So he wa 


ambinion to witness and record the pilgr 


which he thought of ss medieval dream’. but the 


doctor he had trained took p 


for him, Back in Holland, Hurgronje published a 


two-volume account of Mecca: the first 


f the city and the second dealt with 


lished this work in German. the 


dominaat language of ortentalism in the nineteenth 


entury. A thied volume of photographs » 


«little later, (Although the 


photographs of Hurgronje und Abd abGhaffar are among the earliest ever 


taken in the holy city. 


the first: an Egyptian colonel, Sadiq Bey. had 


taken phot 4208. 


ophs of the Ka"ba und the Haji in 1880: see pp. 49 


The jouirney by sea from South-East Asi wats fea 


with danger and 


many pilgrims embarking on this voyage feared it would 


UHele last. This is 
movingly evoked by Munshi Abdullah In his travelogue written in 1854, \n 
which be chronicles his tempestuous i 


1ey from Singapore on his way to 


pore on 29 January 1854. eight 


perform Hah. He le 


an Into a storm as it Iried to crow Cape Comorin 


Hajj. His shi 
tip of tndia, Abdullah recounts 
horrendous 


1d! Oh God!  ean't even begin to describe he 


‘Ob God? Oh ¢ 


it was and how tremendous the waves were. only God would know how 
felt, st was as if I had wanted to crawl back into my mother's womb in 


nthe right 


fright! Waves from the left thrashed to the right and those fr 


the left. All the goods, chests. sleeping-mats and pillows 


wat. Water spewed into the hold and drenched everything 


completely. Everyone was lost in their own thoughts, thinking nothing 


t hand, We even bad to sit down and 


else but that death was close 


grasp something firm while performing our prayers 


nths before the 


the southern 


lary 


4 


Ain i 


Gated F194 AWAD 1740. 


During this fearty 


mA 


ght the names of God and the Prophet’. The ship 


would be best for all of you to pray ta God. for every year m 


here without leavi 


any survivors! Ab! Ab! AbD F 


the storm abated, but tragically, Abdullah diet of cholerw shortly after he 


rewched Mevea in May 1854, 


The appear ships in the Mediterranean aad the Indian O 


from the 1830s maysive repercussions 


the Hajj. The n 


of winds pros 


red, Conseque 


ly the eumbers of pilgrims 


‘Marapua (South Borneo) 
ove. ja, V4 


ign 153-5 Opposi 
Mecca pilgrimage chet nived by Thomas 
Cook and Sons, 1886, 6.7 x 15.2 cm 
Front page of repert of ifermation 
‘obtained in Jedd on the pilgrimage 

Dy agents of Thomas Cook and Sons. 
‘October 1486, 20.5 « 33.5 cm 

Mecca pgrimage booklet detaling 
Thomas Cook and Sons’ involvement with 
the Hoje 1886, 13.8 x 21-5 <n 

‘Thomas Cook Archive, Peterborough 


‘Aes several anda involving 
‘ovrcrnding ogi pte 


{or the al tom VAK6 19 
Moon Cook, son of Thamar Coo, yon 
learning ofthe appointment 0 aid te 

‘have commented") nw ths ines 

W turoueded th mare cies ond 
_prejusces than wything 4 have hitherto 
‘undertaer." Abough Thomas Cook and 
‘ans it no own the steamy ta 00k 
pegs o Ue Hye the company saad 
"cet for the Bboy feckdo voyage Aad 
‘eth volway and steaminp compares far 
the conveyance of pagar presi 
quotes for pilgrim’ journeys The company 
‘utecation with he pagum tate ended 
becaue# Wo MOL prt and itn 
irons wen ft usin 0 wary of 
vn ad ndion brokers nd ages 
‘mange ther rove or Hoy 


200 


st he was writing about what he knew. He described the pilgrims boarding the 
Patna; “Right hundred men and women with faith and hopes. with affection 
and memories. they had collected there, coming from north and south and 
from the outskirts of the East. after treading the jungle paths, descending the 


rivers, cousting in praus along the shallows. crossing in small canoes from 


Island to Isae 


passing through suffering, meeting strange sights, beset 
by strange fours. upheld by one desire, They came from solitary huts tn the 


wilderness, from populous campongs. from villages by the seu. At the call of 


aan idea they had left their forests, their clearings, the protection of thelr rulers, 


their prosperity, thelr poverty, the surroundings of their youth and the graves 
‘of thelr fathers’ 


Even after the impositio 


of some regulation, the maritime passage could 
be uncomfortable, for the steamships never left until they were full, Winifred 
Steqar (Muslim name Zatoun) made the Haji from Karachi in 1927. She recalled 
€ their wills before being allowed to board ship and 
then ‘Bvery Inch of the third deck round my hatch wus hilled with passengers, 


that passengers had 


mi 


both mate and female. ‘fo reach the stairs you had to hurdle over the sleeping 
of lounging bodies. fi 


om to fie down and 
eoumships 
id the fighters that were 


ty pilgrim had setzed himself just 


pack his gour at his feet’! Disembarking was also w problem 


‘could not get closer than a enile feorn the Jedda shore, 
‘used for transhipping pilxrims and their luggage were customarily overloaded, 
‘The growth of ingly 


noteenth century, 


ss Transport to the Hijax made the Haj) i 


Incruble to the spread of epidemile diseases. Prive to the 


nineteer 


h century Bombay 


been largely restricted to tndla, tn 
‘regulurly had cholera outbreaks from May to August. From 


¢ 18308 onwards 
Indian nd other hujjis often brought choleru with them to Mecea and from 
th tstamie 
world, as well as to Europe. OF course, the overcrowding on ships exacerbated 


the 


disease was re-exported by returning hajfis to the rest of 1 


the health problem," 


Cholera reached the HD 


w for the first time in 1831. But in 1865 there 
was an exceptionally severe vuthroak in which the ‘the yellow wit’ of cholera 
was spread by pilgrims coming from Javit wont Singapore among the rest of the 
‘99,000 pilgrims, of whom 15,000 died. The disease was then spread worldwide 
nd 200,000 died. 60,000 in Kaypt alone. The epiiemic spread as far ws New 


‘York and only abated in 1874. In Europe the French Mediterranean porls were 
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The following is my table— 


‘TanLe oF THE MrccA ProxiiacK oF 180, 


Narhaty  Mogrinn 


The India Office was nervous of being seen 10 be too intterventiontat in 
Mustim affairs. Nevertheless, it did eventually assign a pilgrimage officer. a 
Muslim soldier, to accompany the Indian haifs and to represent them in cases 
of difficulty. as well as to report back on 
conditions in the Hijax, They also brought 
{tn the Haji passport, the chief aim of which 
wax to prevent people with insufficient 


i iead resources from going on the pilgrimage. 
feats] rt) 


f-——¥ (ta 1882 the Ottoman authorities introduced 
their own Hajj passport in an unsuccessful 
‘attempt to deal with destitute pilgeims.) 
While some Muslims resented ihe Raj 
having anything to do with their Hap. 
‘others took the appesite view. Mirza Irfan 
All Beg. the deputy collector in, Manipurt. 
‘who did the Hajj in 1894, complained about 
the uselessness of the Indian Hajj passport 
aod thought that the Raj should ban the 
old, the sick and the dying from going on 
the Haji, It should also intervene more 
decisively to stop overcrowding on the ships 
He judged that Britain was not fulfilling its 
Imperial responsibilities, 
apart, the extreme poverty of most of the 


1,000 | 27,600,000 
eee | s.o00/e00 


Indian issues 


subsSoharam African hajjis coming from 
Nigeria und elsewhere raised consular 
concerns. In addition, the British harboured 
dark suspicions about Russian and Afghast 
pilgriens. fearing that these might be spies or 
‘ontl-tritish agitators." 

Throughout the nineteenth century 
there was a broad consensus among Hiish 
observers that the Haji was in decline and 
thot it was costing the Ottoman authorities a fortune to keep Ht going. Lane 
Ww Egypt noted how year by year the ceremony and festivity associated with 
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the despatch of the mahmal from Cairo was being reduced," Charles Doughty, 
who travelled with the Syrian Hajj caravan as far as Mada'in Salih in 1876, 
observed that the Ottoman government way spending less on the Haj} and that 
consequently most of the cisterns were no longer fianctional and the camp at 
Ma‘an had been abandoned." Burton, as consul in Damascus, remarked on 
the low numbers leaving for the Hajj. Apart from the growing popularity of sea 
travel, he ascribed it toa depression in the wake of the Franco-Prussian Warand 
ighting in the Arabian peninsula.’ Certainly the numbers travelling overland 
to Mecca were declining steeply. as pilgrims preferred to go by steamship. tly 
the late 1870s the overland Haj) from Damascus had declined from tens of 
thousands to eight hundred. The last great camel caravan left Cairo in 1883: it 
‘numbered 1.170 pilgrims." 

‘The Hajj acquired « romantic. medieval image and became w fit subject for 
orientalist painting, Loon Belly’s grand Pilgrims Going to Mecen was the mast 
‘successful and spectacular puinting on this subject, winning # First Class 
medal when it was exhibited at the Paris Salon of 1861. It shows a camel 
caravan proceeding through the furnace-tike heat of the desert, The Sheikh of 
the Hal), stripped to the waist. ts followed by the poorer pilgrims’ camel liters, 
with the most beautiful camel bearing the Khedive's gift. The sun has bleached 
‘most of the colour from the procession. Helly had wanted to follow Courbet in 
reproducing ‘the truly beautiful and lateresting features of the everyday Ife 
‘of our fellow men’, and yet his rendering of everyday life has wequired wn eple 
‘quality. Much later, Bulenne Dinet, an orientalist painter who had converted to 
who actually went oo the Hajj in 1929, painted a seriex of canvases of 
ie ina documentary 


Islan on 
the various stages of the pilgrimage which are more ac 
sense. but lack the compelling quality of Belly’s work. 
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arly Photographers of the Hajj 


General Muhammad 5. 1 of the holy 


q Bey was the first photograph 


cities of Mecca and Medina and the Hajj which he first visited in 1861 
In 1880 Sadiq Bey returned to the Hijaz and took many photographs of 


bulldings and interiors in Mecca and Medina, as well as Important Meccan 


officials. He was also able to take panoramic pictures of the holy mosque 


at Mecca from multiple 


with great interest in Arat 


and European magazines and he won a gold 


‘medal at the Venice geographical exhibition in 1881, Later publications on 


the holy cities often used Sadiq Bey’s photographs, including Muham 
Batanuni’s The Journey to Hijaz and Subhi Saleh’s Pelerinage d la Mecque ¢ 
Medine 

General brahim Rif'at Pasha, Amit al-Haij for the Egyptian mahm 


Procession in 1903, taught himself photography and recorded v 


aspects of the Halj. He repeated this feat in 1904 and 1908, and over 400 


of these ph 


1925). Ri 


photographs ar 


4 for vividly capturing the intricate 


details of Inlamic architecture and enjoyed a wide commerc we 


During the 1908 Haji, Rtfat Pasha was accompanied by Muhammad Ali 
Effendi Sa'udi, who took the first 3:0 views of the Hajj. Another notable 


Husayn, Britain's Indian Muslim 


early photographer was Muhamn 


Vice-Consul at Jedda, who recorded the Hajj in 1909. A turth 


of photographs of the holy cities from the early years of the twentie 


century, whieh are inscribed ‘H.A. Mirza and Sons, Delhi’, are famed 


for theie sharp focus. Scholar they are by a professional indian 
photographer who owned a studio and took them while on Maj 
The fiest European photographer of Mecca was Dut taste 


Hurgronje, who took photographs there in 1885. Hur 


Meccan doctor Abd al-Ghatfar, whose p 


graphs of the Hajj were 
Published by Hurgronje in 1889. Hurgronje’s and Ghatfar’s pictures are ‘ 


4 wide-ranging and unique archive of Mecca and the Hajj in the late 


nineteenth century,'® The advent of photography is of seminal importance 


y of the Hajj ~ for the first time, the pilgrimage and the holy 


mented 
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THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
= 


In the nineteenth c 


e coming of the steamship had ra 


ically changed the nature of the Haj 


nlury The construction of the Hijaz Railway in the first 


docade of the twentieth century hi 


da similarly great impact, at least for a 
few years. Ar the beginning of the century the journey to Mecca 


was as hazardous as it hi 


ever been. The Bedouln of southern 
Syria und the Hijue had become increasingly aggressive and 
us. while piracy flourished In the Red Sea. ta L900 work 


rapaci 
began on the Mijaz Railway at the behest af the Otloman 
Sultan Abdul Ha 


nid (1876-1909). tt wasfunded by the 
subscriptions of ploux Muslims and was built mainly 
by Turkish soldiers with assistance from German 
advisors (though these advisors were not permitted 
to enter the Hijaz). Ar the same time the Turks and 


re cooperating on building «railway 
that wax designed to link Berlin with Baghdad, The 


ostensible reason for building the Mijas Railway was 


Sonate the journey ster ad 


but there wus also a politico: 


slot for pilgrims, 


Mary agenda, The 
railway. when completed, would bring the Mijax under 
lighter O18 


control, It would fucilitate troop movements and assist in the 


defence of south nd the Hijus from attacks by the British in Egypt in 


the id Germans anticipated 
WW might help defend the Hijax from 1 


Najd, 


oming. Moreover. 
Wf the Wahtab 


Fesurgent power 


The nurrow-yauye truck, which ran from Damascus along the pilgriny 
route via Maan, Mada'in Sals 


nd Tabuk, reached Medina in 1908 and the 
A uble to stop paying off the 1 Syria, P 


 Husayn in Mecea had been hostile to the construction off the 


on 
the first. 8 


pain kn southern 


railway, for he realiaed that h 


would be 


Ne taceeusingly subject te 


ne 
supervision and political pressure, but at first the fledouin tribes did not realize 
its sig 


ance. "Can this th 


they asked. ‘ewrry as i " 


ich as 4 camel 


In the event, the continuation af the line to Mecca wa 


never built, in part 
because of Bedouin hostibity 


JOURNEY TO MECCAD A HISTO 


(rant 2) 


Local hostility to che rallwuy Is part of the background to Muhammad 
Arif’s manuscript treatise on the potential benefits of the railway project. al- 
Sa‘ada al-namiya al-abadiyya f'1~ sikka al-hadidiyyaal-Hijaciyya (The Increasing 
Wi the 


and Eternal Happiness ~ the Hijaz Railway). He was scathing abi 
Bedouin and their exactions on the pilgrim caravans, particularly the Mutary 
and Jahayna Bedouin of the Hija: “Savagery. ignorance, aggressiveness 
sloge 


plundering and raiding are prevalent among them. Sometimes they | 
to Medina, which thus remains invested for » month or two, or more 
Even in relatively peaceful years the Ottoman official with the caravan thad te 
present ‘gifs’ to the tribes 
out bee 


The completion of the railway would cut the journey time to four days 


nen, Moreover. the Syrian economy had been lasing 


use so many pilgrims preferred to travel by seu. 


and the Uckets would be cheap. (Arif's promise was borne out: A,}.18, Wavell 
Med om the Hijae Railway in 1908 and paid C3 10 shillings for the four 
day journey.) Besides vaunting the benefits of the railway, Arif extolled the 
Hajj more generally: ‘Among the benefity of the pilgri 
the following: Muslims get in touch with each other and get better acquainted 


with conditions, news and affairs from near and far: they conclude agreements 


we for this world are 


and assist ¢ ther In thelr worldly und religious matters! they cooperate, 


reciprocally. until they become 4s one’,!" The coming together of so many 


people with things ‘a during the Haj} boosted commerce. 


exchange in Mei 
al kn 


the transfer of craft and inday wehow, and the diffusion of different 


kinds of foodstuffs and seeds throughout the world, 


May) we 


Ari's treatise also gave # detailed account of how the Sy 
of the conteibutory factors 


managed prior to the completion of the railway, On 
to the fall in numbers ia the Damascus caravan was that the offical in charge 
of the s0rre no longer travelled overland from Turkey to Damascus, "When the 


om of bringing the sdrre by land was changed, the number of pilgrims 


decreased and the overland trade between Scutari and Damascus sulfere 
whe dispensed 


Many pilgrims had followed the custodian of the purse on 
money en route to the various people serving the caravan, But in recent years 
the official had travelled by steamship from Scutari to Beirut and thence to 
Damascus. 

However. the Muzayrib halt and market south of Damascus Nourished 


much as It had in earlier centuries: 
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Fig. 165 Opposite page 

‘Map dlustating the Bertin to Baghdad 
advay the branch fe to Damancus. 

tad the Hija Railway trom Bamancus to 
tedina, showing the principal stations on 
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Fig. 166 tett 
ape Mijas Radway, compe 
Istana, 1904 
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Royal Geographical Society, London 
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Fig. 169 Above, ltt and right Inthe 
Porat ot. Lawrence and Camel March 

Mustrations tom TE. Lawrence. Seven the of 
Pils of Whskon, Loran, 1026 

267 «204x766 


Figs 1701 Left an stove 
Later Mom andy Evelyn Cobol wo hee 
‘rareven Toby Sladen. 14 Marc 19 


Canal. However, troops from across the Hritist: empire were eventually able to take Witten nH. 3t John Plby's Rowse is 


Arca ay aden the offensive under Allenby’ commana. Apart fot Reon hostty to the Turks iat Bo Beat 
nn af Wo Wor owene and the eavay the holy cites were almost wholly dependents fo mported Pra Cy Key ato 1913 
orp! ote May nate atrsom 


Department in Caio, Ho reports fo therefore in 1916 Sharif Huxayn declared himself King 
‘the Mijas from October 1976 19 10 his 


city rd aT Of the Arabs and in so doing inaugurated the Arab Rey ikish rule, The 
AF’ Resa he Av Ree Turkish yarrison in Mecca was massacred, though those jr Medina held out until 
Aevelny od snplementiny the wry the end of 
pind atta prota ‘of the local Bedouin, yet about blowing up sections af the Hijae Railway. 

‘Mesh He phayed bey vale i te captuoe lzed as the King of the Hija 
of Agata in uly 1917, and in Nabsequne te as the King of the th 


from India and Egypt 


rate collec on 


ody Cobbotd (1867-1963), who owned 
‘an ewate m te Scott Mighlandh, wos 
these brah nant perform the 

a, at the oge of 65.19 1933, During har 
‘aihood she pent water in Moet Altea 
‘where he bene Interest Mam, Whe 
‘he never haa Converted, ue ater wrote 
tr she i nel hn the preve moment 


th the enthustastic eooperution 


ALthe end of the war Sharif Husayn was reco 


fakh onthe Mae Roa 1 appr? He had grander ambitions than that wad in 1924 he was to dectare hime sehen rth i edo 
anert Alon advance Ing Palestine - nog: it easing trom tht ow wa eno oer 
[opal Speen hm ape Caliph of all Muss, but very few Muslims took his pretensions seriously. {aay Cato roel to ae on ted 


in Seven Play of Wiidom written between ro Jed om Sue? Once king Ast Ade 


During the war the Hajj had been briefly suspended and after the war Kt went 


1019 ond 1082 nn ws wage tom ad granted Me perm. (ay 
rt emma ers fae through difficult times. Part of the problem was that since the break-up of ital penetra 
Taher f Arabi wor defo The eo trope tome ond then aed Mecca 
(f Lowel Thora, who pad on @ av the Ottoman empire the holy cities had lost many of thelr wagf eadowments te pert Maj on 26 March 1943. Her 


lvaveting production of Lawrence’ exh, As Laurence GrafMey-Smith of the British Cor 


Which became mansively wees He diet 


lar Servicelnjeddarecalled pone edt, pts 1934 
5; pepot arsaieeon 8 oa bch 


5 European consuls in Jedda were inundated with complaints a 


vot 
= om the early 1920s: "In those days, there was no alternative transport, a 


Ate road acedent whee Ne wos Prom the extortionate dues levied at the port, the seizure of old from depar ‘emapapers ond prkobea, Unibe other 
fram wa motorbae r e cigteihe carayans of a thousand camels filed through the Mecca gate in the sunset, _avthor of May accounts he wus ef 
pilgrims and Shucif Husayn’s failure to pay the An tribes enough to allow ‘debe women MeO dy ee, 


lurching under their shugduf or camel litter. In which two pilgrims balanced 


the passoge of pilgrim betwe 


n Mecca und Medh 
dy been subje 
Qumaran, should be subjected to quarantine again at Jedda.!* 


Sharif Husayn 


each other right and lefl... It was good to see the pilgrimage as It was in the 


that pi 


ims. who had alte 


fed To quaruntioe at 


Prophet's time, and indeed in pre-Islamic times: the soft suarling shuffle of wn 
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{in ton Aer the Fa 


Avery ob 


Oyprus. He de 


colph Fatioung hn obec 


endless caravan, carrying weary and ecstatic men and women along the road 


to Paradise’. But he was among the last to bebold such u vision. 


Sharif Husayn clashed repeatedly with the Joaders 


f the Hgyptian Haj) 


over such matters as their wish to bring medical facilities with them and the 


provision of the kiswa by the Exyptiun king. Since Husayn was also concerned 


about xples. it was all but impossible for European canwerts to proceed to Mecca. 


However, the arrival of real ar sofdisant Mustim would-be pilgrims from Burape 


and America did present both the consuls and the Hashesite authorities with 


problems. Most of thexe would-be pilgrians seem however fo have been gest 


converts. One stich was Lord Headley who went 


Haji in 
wus highly regarded for his services to Islam, 


Sharif Husayn also h 


J 10 contend with the rising power of the Al Se 
In Arabia. The urmy of the Hushemites proved to be no match for the forces of 
the Al Su'ud und the wurriory of the Lehwun, When they captured Tull in the 


autumn of 1924 Sharif Husayn abdicated In fay 


ar of his eldest son Alt who 


briefly be 


sn King of the Hijiz.This was short lived and when Abst al-Aake Ibe 


Su'ud ep 


ured Mecca in October Sharif Husayn fled into exile 


spelt th 


end of Hashemite rule in the Hijuz, * In 1932 the now wniti 


proclaimed the Kingdom of Saudi Arubia, 


Following the Imposition of Saudi rule ia the Hijae. there was an immediate 


Improvement in the circumstances of pilgrims. In part, this was due to the ending 


cof the war between the Saudi and the Hashemites. Lut Ion Sa 


also purged the 


administration of the Hajj and forcest the pilgrim 


Untrastworthy guides were discharged 


Bedouin tribes who had been attacking 


pllgrien cw 


ans were either property patd for their services as cameleers or became 


the victims of efliciently conducted military can 


0, In 19.26 Ton Saud ane 


comprehensive Haj regulations in forty articles and fixed the prices of the various 


servicen to pilgrims. He ulso encouraged the use of cars However: in the same y 


the age-old tradition of being the mahmal a 


1 40 Mecca from Fgypt 


ceed due to a disa 


reement between the Saudi and Egyptian auth 


Nevertheloss, despite increased security in the Hi} 


ted for over a decade, ‘The destruction of the Hijaz Railway had been 


ruinous for the ec 


nomy of Medina. Prine to the discovery of oi, pilurims were 


alm 


1 the only source of income ini Saudi Ar 


a necessitating the levying af 


40 entry taxon them. For much of this period. pilucim numbers remained low 


in Jarge part because of the worldwide economic depression. In 1931 they fell 
to 40,000 and by 1934 to as low as 20,500. 


In the long rum the situation improved. In 1938 ofl was struck In Arabia 


and thereafter a large part of the all revenue wus devoted to lifting the pilgrim 
tax and to improving the facilities for pilgrims. The end of the Depression and 
the increased use of cars and coaches led to a vast Increase in the numbers of 


nd, from the 1950s onwards, those numbers increased yet further as 


pilgrim 
pilgrims started to arrive by ar 


wnalyse the history of the Hajj in term of 


The temptation for a historian 


Its politics, economics and logistics is all bat overwhelming, but that is to mixx 


everything that is inp h the Ha)| isa pious 


duty. it has sometimes also boen i passport to scholarship, a wild and romantic 


a mystical journey. While iis Inevitably difficult to communicate the 


lived experience of the Muslim pilgrimage. some writers have tried their best 
The fourteenth-century haji thn Gattuta was rarely moved to rhapsodic 
pease. but he was nevertheless emotionally stirred by the climax af the Hal) 


und reported that God "has created the hearts of men with an instinctive desire 


to seek those sublime sanctuaries. and yearning to present themselves at thetr 


Mlustrious sites, and has given love of them such power over men’s hearts that 


i2hts la them but they seize his whole heart’! 


ts. who was a convert to Islam and came ay a slave with his 


master, reported on the standing at Arafat in 1680: ‘It was a sight Indeed to 


pierce one’s heart to behold so many thousands in their garments of humility 


\d checks watered with tears: and 


and mortification, with their naked heads, « 


pestly for the remission of their 


ear the 


igrievous sighs and sobs, bey 


tential expression and thus 


99 of life, using a fart of pe 


0s, promising new: 


continuing for the space of four or five hours. 
In 1807 Ali Bey was similarly overwhelmed by the spectacle of the standing 


fat Arafat: "No, there is not a 


y religion that presents n spectacle more simple 
affecting and majestic)" In more modern times. Winifred Stegar wrote, 1 
have seemed to speak lightly of this pilgrimage, itis not that 1 felt so, but deeper 
feelings choke human utterance. {am honoured and proud to have been one 


of the pilgrims. Their living faith shattered my callousness towards religious 


altitudes. | learnt there that God is a reality. 1 learnt too love for my fellow 


pilgrims. and in the hereafter I hope Lo mingle with those dear ones again’ 


Fg. 178 
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ata to cont Between th 
n Sa'ud forces teal cape We 
a inthe aly morgue at Masco 10 


Hajj After 1950 


gpm ser 
i 


nthe National Geograph) 
ye. photon re 
pay 


to Mecca, for national airlines in India, Turkey. Iran and Nigeria. The aie 


assigned up to tive Boeing 707s 


1 particular country for six to eight week: 


during the Haj 


on. The planes made up to 300 flights 


1,900 pilgeims per day. In 1969. chartered flights 


Nigeria alone brought 


22,500 pilgrims to Mecca. The idea caught on quickly: and by the early 1970s all 


the major Arab airlines were competing with each other for special Hajj tights 


Air travel totally trans 


smed the Ha. IL 


snow not only quicker to ge 


to Mecca, It was cheaper, te wat the Isla 


More and more Muslims through 


world could now fulfil their lifelong ambition to per ). and travetle 


by plane.” In 1974, for example, all of the 5,000 pilgrims from Bangladesh. 98 


per cent of pilgrims from Iran, and more than half the pilgrims from Indonesia 


by air Instead of sea, Not surprisingly. the number of pilgrims comin 


Mecca increused dramatically. In 1974, airborne 


the rate of 120 0 


hts a day. Within a decade pilgrim numbers hd increase 


from approximately 290,000 in 196} 10 450,000 in 1972, 


HAJJ LOGISTICS 


Tuchnology did not just change the experience of gotting tot 


also began to 


‘nange the experience of the pilyrimapte isell. Logistical 


Hall tsa very ¢ 


en 


alfa. 1 anvolves constant movement nd ou 


rituals that have to be perform 


according to u fixed schedule: The Hal) tikes place during Dhu'l Hija, Ue twelfth 


month ia the Islamic calendar. The pllyrins begin to arrive iy Mecca wee three 


Weeks before the actual Haj) ta Mecca, th 


fait the sacred mosque (the Masf al 


walk routnd the Kavba seven tines. and 


sof Sala and Marwa, 2 Atal known as the st 


On the morning of 7th Dhu'l Hijja, the simultaneous rituals begin when 


pillyeims move from Mecca to the nearby town of Mina, where they spend two 


nights in prayer, On the 9th, they move again ~ this time to the plain 


Arai 
a few kilometres from Mina. where they m 


fore noon. The supreme 


ite of the Haj), the wil i 


Wf (standing), takes pl 


here at Arafat 
Thee 


regational prayer on Arafat is the one 


pilgrims offer together and 
10 union. ‘The pilgrims remain in Arafot until sunset: Wnmediately after dusk 


begins the maf, the great exod 


to Musdalifa, an area between Arafat and 


Mina, where the pilgrims 


nd the night under the sky in prayer. The following 


Irning they return to Mis 


the rite of Rumy al-Jamarat, which requires them to throw sn 


pillars — a aymbolic gesture to ca 


also sacrifice an animal and distribute its meat 


Tes not just a question of transport ~ of moving hundreds of thy 


of pilgrims from one ritual site to another. 


round trip from Jedda, where most pil 


all the other holy places, and back to Jedda, They have 10 he supplied with 


ton, food and drink at every stop. Ba 


provided so they know where 10 go and what to do ~ not an easy task when 


we consider that pilgrims come trom 


ims enter Saudi Arabia, to Meee 


most do not speak Arabic, of indeed any language other than their own. 


y must be ensured and their health an 


serious problem whe 


have to be provided for all. Animals must be available for them 


sacrifice, fiven the millions of pebbles that are th 


r 


) an extremely intricate ai 


from somewhere. All this makes the organization and m 


medical needs attended 10 


pureh 


age 


a. During the next three days, the pilgrims perform 
all pebbles at three 


“the evil within’, In Mina, the pilgrims 


sands 
mn a six-day, 195-km (120-mile} 


and 


le information must be 


ifferent countries and backgrounds und 


Their 


any areold, and some may be ll-and sanitary facilities 
se und 
ymarat have 10 


. mad hi 
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nificial tone. A wide entrance gateway was introduced. incorporating 


three existing smaller doors. The new door was named after the monarch, the 


successor to King Abd 
Dur 


Antu: King Sa'ad Gate, 


18 the third phase, beg! 


ing in 1969, all the buildings that stood on 


the site where the western arcade was to be constructed, many of historical 
significance, were demolished, The construction of the western arcade began 


with theb 


me was followed by the ground and first floors. The northern 


side of the xacred mosque was extended during the fourth phuse. which begun 


in 1973. Two new m 


parets were added: and all the gates were renovated in a 


similar style to give visual coherence to the building. 


Before the ex 


a. the arcw of the sacred mosque was 29,127 sq.m 


(315,520 .5q M), After the extension. 


292 fy high, 
standing on a square base adjoining the mosque's wall, and two balconies with 
parapets ~ defined the borders of the extended masque, Iraow covered 160,168 


sm (1,724,035 9q ft), almost a six-fold increuse in the total area. 


\Jjtion, road networks taking pilgrims from Jedda to Mecea, and within 
yament. were Improved. A fourtane highway was completed 
and Mecca, and « road from Mecca directly to Medina, bypassing 


Jedd, was built to allevint 


raffle congestion during, the Hajj season, Flyovers 


and spaghett} junctions were constructed 


prove the flow of traffle between 


Mecca. Mi 


1d Arafat, A two-level system was introduced in the Jami 


to enable more pilgrims to perform th of stoning at « given time. High 


‘unst Noodlighting was Introduced at every ritual site. Most of this work wis 


undertaken according to # ‘Master Plan for the Holy City of Mecea’ which was 


completed and submitted to the Saudi Arabian governmen 


Hy the early 1970s it had al 


become obvious that the Jedda airport, then 
located In the Sharafla district in the middle of the city, weus totally inadequate 


to cater f 


Increasing number of pilgrims A new 


Inport. some 30 km 


(18% miles} outside the city. was therefore commissioned, with u separate 


exchisive terminal for the pilgrims. Opened in 1981 by the late King Khalid 


the new King Abd al-Azix Inter 


the Haj nal Aleport tn Jedd 


has # tent-like struc 
1 


re made of fibreglass and special fn 


dlitles for processing 


though the new airport bad » massive land area of 105 


pilgeim w 


46q km (40.5 sq miles), it was obvious {rom early on that it would have to be 


expanded and upgraded within a decade 
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above i Te Jabal a Nur nthe cation 
ofthe Cove of Hi where the Propet 
‘uname ceived theft revelations 
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‘Abd al Nasser Gharer 

{nk and ncustria Haequer paint on rubber 
Stamps on 9mm indonesian ply wont 
70 880m 


‘Musa in Saud Avo. Ne tudo te 
‘l-Meftana Arts Vilage In Abdo ad jomied 
the army reaching Ye rank o iutenant 
Colonel, Mei an matlation artist ot 
bo developed a senes oF itamp pointing 
SJ whch thi a vecentexOmple, creed 
‘pecially for the eaabion Ha. journey 
{0 the heat of lam. The road sign on 
fou i wa Muon, who have not bee 
‘towed inte Mecca s* Medina unce the 
‘epinning ofthe lems ev. 


ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 


Manaying the redevelopment of Mecca, the extension tc 


developments in Mina and Are 


wired « sophisticated system of pl 


ning 


and coordination wceoss several institu 


of the Saudi government. Overall 


responsibility for the administration of Hajj and improvements ie 


he Hal) 


eavironment was given to the Mtn 


'y of Haji. The Ministry was frst established 


im 19 30 as the Directorate 


Jeneral of Haj) Affairs under the supervision of the 


Ministry of Finance, asthe Hajj wus, during the twentieth « 


and before the discovery of oll, the n 


n source of revenuic for Suu Arabia. The 
Ministry of Finance also supervised the semi-autonomous Directorate-Ceneral 
for Wagls. a body that managed a string of plous foundations wed charitable 


trusts 


1 the Kingdom. With 


us 
dent Ministry of Hajj became 


id rise in the nuiober of pilgrims, an 


indey sity. Thus in 1962 the Direc 


eral of Ha}) Affirs and Directorute-Ceneral for Wagts were combined to 


create the Ministey of Hajj and Wagfs und given the principal responsibility for 


nd regulating the Hall service Industries."* The Hajj departs 


the cithes of Mecca and Medina, and the reception centres where the pilgrl 


processed on theit arrival in Jedda, were 


Ww under the direct control of the 


Min 


1d Waghs. The Ministry also took charge of the entire tranisport 


system of Haj), as well as the guild of pilgrim guides and other professions and 


industries that provide services for the pilgrims 


But that still left a number of other require 


adution to medical facilities, security 


Haj) ~ from providing accom 


sanitary services. So In 1966 a Supreme Hajj committee wus established 10 


‘oversee the overall coordination and planning of the Hajj" The members of 
Mahe 
os of the polic 


the comuitice include senior officials from the ministries 


Interior, the mayors of Mecea and Jedda, and representa 


¢, national guard and voluntece organ well as 
ulations concerning the Hajj. from 
traffic routes to parking, the employment of closed-circuit television, rules 


14 fixing the price 


of conduct for pilgrim guides, licensing of food outlets a 


of this ex 1, It also oversees 


of basic provisions, are under the con nani 


the erection of tents In Mina and Arafat ~ which are laid out on a grid system 


and put up und taken down each year —and assigas welfare workers, nationul 


pds each yeur) 


8 (who ure recruited Iu thelr th 


uh 


and Boy Sen 


goards 
to look after blocks of pilgrims, including thase who 


or become Il 


helicopter, whieh 


The individuals in charge of each grid block can summon 


spot froin where the pilgrim needs to be 


hovers averhend to indicate the preci 
meats several 


reseved and guides the ambulance or police van. The comm) 


yaths before the Ha grims. provide guidelines 


to plan for the arrival of the pi 


™ 


and make recommendations. 


the pilgrimage on a much lower budget. There are even provisions to pay the 
fees of the mutawwif on an instalment basis. 


CONTROLLING THE NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 


However. all this restricting, planning and coordination, and rapid development 
of the Haj} environment, would have been futile if the number of pilgrims 
continued to Increase. In the 1970s it was generally believed that pilgrien 
numbers would quickly rise beyond « million. Turkey alone sent 100,000 
pilgrimsin 1974. 197 
197. Whereas the conventional description was streams of pilgrims’, officials 
now started to talk about “lush floods’ of pilgrims. There was an urgent need to 
control the flow of pilgrims coming foe Ha. 


5 and 1976, and Pakistani pilgrims exceeded 100,000 in, 


That the new ease of travel, combined with cheap ‘coach-class’ alr fares, 
in the 
mixde a number of attempts to persuade other 


would drastically increase the number of pilgrims was recognized even 
1960», when the late Kinng Faisal 
‘Muslim Jeaders to control the number of pilgrims coming from their respective 
countries.” He regularly used the oceusion of Haj) to take forward his project 10 
launch the Organization of the Ishimic Conference (OIC), « United Nations of 
the Islamic world. 10 serve the common political, economic, social and cultural 
Interests of Muslim states, The OIC was finally extablished in September 1969.” 
with headquarters in Jedda. It developed into the leading organteation of the 
Muslim world, with fifty-seven "member states’, But King Paisal's attempt to 
persuude the OLE to introduce a regime to control the number of pllgritus was 
ot immediately successful 


The pilgeim numbers continued to rise, passing the mi 
During the late 1970s Saudi officials started to talk about « two-snitlion Fla’ 

und congestion during the Haj) became 4 serious problem. I could tke up 
fo nine hours to travel from Mecca 


a mark in 1972. 


0 Arafat on the multi-lane highway a 
distance of a little over 14 kim (9 miles). There was also the constant danger 
s und disusters from overcrowding and surging crowds. Faced with 
‘these realities. the OLC eventually adopted system of ational quotas in 1988. 

the system Us pegged 10 the population of Mustim countries. Bach 
Participating county is allowed to send one person per 1100,000 of population 
In any given year.” Growth in pilgrim numbers began to level off alent 
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immediately. But the quota system also had another equally important effect, 
Daring the 1960s.and 1970s, the bulk of the pilgrims came from Egypt, Yemen, 
Jordan, Morocco, Libya. the Sudan and the Gulf —the countries nearest to Saud 
Arabia. But given their populations. the quota system reduced the aumber of 
pilgrims who could come from these countries. In contrast, Indoneaia, with 1 
population of over 220 million. now provided the highest number of pilgrims 
for Hai. Indonesia was closely followed by Pakistan (170 million), Nigeria 
(158 million), Bangladests (1.54 million), Turkey (70 million) and, we must not 
forget, India, which has a spocial status In the OIC and a Muslim population 
of 1.60 million, An overwhelming majority of pilgrims now came from outside 
the Arab world. One in ten pilgrims is from Indonesta, and one in four from the 
Indian subcontinent, The shift towards the non-Arab Muslim world changed 
the overall social and cultural make-up of the Ht}, 


SCIENCE MEETS TRADITION IN THE HAJJ 
RESEARCH CENTRE 


‘The problems and challenges of the modern Hajj were met in Soudi Arabia by 
the redevelopment of Mecea and the holy areas and the reorganinatlon of its 
‘administration and management, Bul there were concerns, primarily that while 
a great amount of time, money and massive fnunctal resources were devoted 
to planning and execution, no one Was actully collecting basic data on which 
much of the planting depended. For example. while the Saudi authorities knew 
the total number of pilgrims performing Haj) during a given year, and the number 
{hat came from each country, there were no statistics on their age, work status, 
urban/rural distribution o level of education. Moreover, there were hurdly any 
statistics about the substantial number of internal pilgrims ~ that is. pilgrims, 
ative and resident, from within Saudi Arubla itself, ‘The residents included 
Muslin expatriates: trom Bgypt. Palestine, Syria, India, Pakistan and, most 
numerous of all, immigrants from Yemen who worked as guards and attendant 
throughout the Kingdom. Einlike forelgea pilyrins. the internal pilgeims were not 
attached to mutawwifs and made their own arrangements. When and how did 
they arrive in Mecea? Where and how long did they stay? How did they travel to 
Mina and Arafat - by cars. local taxis or buses. or on designated Haji vebicles? All 
this information was essential in the planning and organization of Hu) 
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research, towards appropriate solutions of all problems connected with 


pilgrimage and with the Sacred Cities and Sites’. Much of the work of the 


Centre focused on establishing wide-ranging databank on the Haj) and on 


providing extensive (documentary, aerial and infra-red) filo. and photographic 


records of every Hajj. An interdisciplinary team was assembled which consisted 


ects, planners, economists, sociologists. information scientists, 


ps, transport engineers, scientists, goographers, health 


als and experts on Islam and the hist 


The HRC team developed w critique of the Master Plan for the Holy Clty of in asunt lady ddr sha a 


Mecca.” It undertook extensive studiey on the movement of vehicles within 


environment including traffic jams and bottlenecks, docume 


fecommendatioas to the Ministry'of Hai). Bat by far the most Imporcant ag nade - we cut 
eodels, based on the research work on global dynamics wt the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology which was the basis of the 1972 Limits 10 Growth, 
the famous first report to the Club of Rome. The Centre developed a set of 
interrelated models the various elements of Ha}, These models could predic 
for example. what would happen to transport and pollution if the number of 
pilgrims increused to two millon, and entity risks. such ws at the Jam 
where crowd pressures could lead 10 serlaus accidents. On the basis of thes 
models, the Centre argued for reduction in the number of vebicles inthe Ha 
environment und the construction of shaded pedestrian walkways Inatead of 
ities sa this ppa bh wod ed a rece insisting thot pilgrims travel by ears and buses, which then generated some 80 
{SIRZ) jar Soabised ka Schieber 19340710 us al PTS. tons of exhaust fumes per day during the peak period the Centre suggested thot 
ears a Acad kale ese ee snost pilgrims, with the exception of the old and infirm, should be encouraged 
ibciabcigan bd Ul cceAteas t lakad aE to walk to Mina. Arafat and Muadalifa, Because people walk at different xpeeds, 
ited cilial Veehgsdeate 0 e'plaraae har a there would be a more even flow of pilgrims through the various ritual points, 
proverving properties of cultural and historical significa : catsing the dangerous bottlenecks 
aostriiog'ip lide etioks’ fe aasiaaen Core ene The pioneering work of the HC led to ts formal recognition by the late 
Ts shuin’ dhatlengs of a Gail bia Bieta es ces a ce : King Fahd, In 1981 the HRC was established as a consultative authority to the 
Whe bende peste ehO. eve doable ha Dade tn 1995 the centre was transferred from King Abd al-Aate University In Jeda 
Tiseieed iasascls end WESAd each nae eR to Umm al-Qura University In Mecca. in 1998 its name was changed to The 
fasten ae want Ssbedcl os udlaeeea does eau Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Institute for Halj Research. tn 2002 a 


branch was opened in Medina. and in 2007 a fund was established to focus 


nd Hah 


The mew a 


specifically on transport and crowd management during Un 


FURTHER EXTENSIONS TO THE SANCTUARY 


Some of the recommendations of the Hajj Research Centre were accepted 


during the second extension of the sanctuary and further development of the 


a year Hay WEN fe 
Tage nd art photography 


holy areas. Legislation was introduced banning private vehicles from the Hal) 
Vedextrian walkways were built between Mina and Arafat, making this 
one of the safest and most pleasant parts of the Hajj environment. 


The expansion took place from 198, 


1988, when King Fahd 


e thro 


was on t A new wing on the western side of the mosque wus bull, 


supplem 


ted by a new pate. King Fahd Gate, in addition to fourteen minor 


gates ement of the mosque, The mosque also acquired 


three new domes and two new minarets, and the entire rao! wis modi 


allow worshippers fo pray on top. To enable pilgrims to get to the roof 


the first floor, five escalators were distributed around the moxque and the 


n. Four lifts, ewo of which served the 1m ded, 


prayer area known as the Hastern Courtyard was built 


next to the mosque on the the fimoun 


Abu Qu’ 


1m aide. locuted at the bot 


The mosque now had four principal gates and fifty-four 


Mas six entrances to the basement pper entrances 


he second level. It could hold 820,000 worshippers on vedinary day's and 


piltion during the Haj) season. Roads and tunnels wore available to take 


Fig. 183 Mina. 


Photo: Quaira Kha, 2010 


worshippers direct from Mecca 


Additional dew 


nt in Mecen and the holy areas took place fram 1988 


to 2005, This period saw further expansion of the Haram adding more prayer 
space within and outside the mosque. More minarets and gates were built, 
as well ax a palace for the King. averlooking the mosque and the Kurba. The 
mosque was provided with air conditioning and heated floors for the chilly 
highs, Mina. Arafat and Muadalifa were also extensively developed, 


THE RISKS OF HAJ] 


‘While much of the development in Mecea and the holy areas was aimed at 
accommodating increasing numbers of pilgrims. improving and easing their 
movement between ritual site, and yenerally making the Haj) easier there were 
lwo unforexcen consequences. Wo can got an idea of the magnitude of the problem 
the Hall presents by thinking in terns ofa crow of 60.0000 people leaving a large 
football stadium. Imagine over thirty such stadiums, all located in one place. Now 
Imagine the crowds leaving these stadiums after game: all at once, heading for the 
‘sume plac, which they have to reach atthe same tne But a the case of the Hah 
the crowd consists of numerous nationalities, speaking « multitude of languages. 
and that magnitude 
‘moves In unison and religious fervour, accidents are bound 10 happen. 

Ie ie not 


everyone knows where they are going. When a crowd 


val for crowds (0 surge and pilgrims to be crushed. oF for 
ramps to collapse under their overwhelming weight. The black spot was the 
Jumarat area, where the pilgrims stone the devil. It was first built as a two 
storey structure, Later, during the third expansion. it was transformed into @ 
vo-storey permanent structure. 950 m (3.117 ft) long. with eleven entry and 
twelve exit points and the capacity to handle 500,000 pilgrims per hour 

‘The first major accident at the jumarat occurred ia. 1994, when 
pilgrims were trampled to death, and serious aceidents have occurred in 
subsequent years, The Jumurat arca has been redesigned and redeveloped alter 
‘each Incident, but the dangers prevented by surging crowds persist and are 
constontly being re-evaluated, After 1.426 pilgrims died during a stampede 
Inside & tunnel tn 1990, the tunnels were close and the whole project was 
abandoned." 

‘Theteare other hazants 


With millions of pilgrims from over a hundred 
different countries and numerous cultures intermingling, the dunger of 
Unfectious diseases and epidemics in always present. tn fact, 1S unusual for 
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pilgrims to retura home alter Halj without taking cold, lu or an even more 
serious infection back with them. To prevent an epidemic of meningitis during 
the 1987 Hajj, the Saudi government made immunization against meningitis 
‘compulsory for visiting pilgrims. During 2009 there were fears about swine fu 
spreading rapidly among the pilgrims, but the Saudi authorities refrained from 
lntroducing a wide-ranging travel ban, Fortunately. only three oF four cases 
of swine flu were reported. Indeed, every year the Supreme Hajj Committee 
publishes a list of required vaccines, In 2010 the fist included polio, yellow 
fever und influenaa. Many pilgrims insist on cooking thelr own food over open 
fires, s0 the careless use of fire is always a present danger. In. 197 
Mina killed 200 pilgrims: apts. in 1997, fre destroyed 70,000 tents in 
Mina, causing 345 fatalities, After the second incident, fireproof tents were 
introduced in Ming and Arafat. During the 2006 Hajj the wl-Ghasi Hotel, 
Jocated newr the Haram, collapsed. An estimated 76 pilgrims, who were staying 
{in the hotel, eating at its restaurant or shopping al Its convenience store, were 
Ailled. Building regulations were tightened after the incident. 

‘There are also deaths caused by sheer physical exhaustion. Many pilgrims, 
particularly from rural, poor backgrounds, tend to be elderly and frail. Gruciling, 
treks to the Jamanit sleeping rough during « chilly night in Muzdalif, running, 
In a state of panic betwven Safa and Marwa, clreumambulating the Kaba where 
‘crowd pressure is often unbearable, and the oppressive summer heat of Mecea 
~ all take their toll, As u consequence, hundreds of peuple die of naturul causes 
‘every year. And w handful, tike the ageing father who persuades his son to drive 
‘him from Paris 1 Mecca in tsmnel Ferroukhi's il, Le Grand Vowage (2004), 
specifically 1 die on the holy soil. 


a fire in 


‘ome 


MANAGEM 


NT OF HAJ} IN MUSLIM COUNTRIES 


‘To reduce the risks associated with the Haj}. some Muslim countries actually 
train their pilgrims before sending them to the holy cities. In Malaysia and 
Indonesia, for example, pilgrims train over « number of days, even leurning 
to perform the cireumambulation around a mock Ka'bu. and attend classes 
that equip them not just with religious knowledge but alyo health and safety 
Information. In Singapore. weekly study groups are held in advance for all 
those performing the Haj: once in Mecca, the pilgrims are taken on a tour of 
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ritual sites and the rites are explained, so that they know where they have 1 go 
and what they must do during the actual Hajj. Many foreign embassies in jedda 
have dedicated “Hajj affairs officers’ who look after the needs of the pilgrims 
from their own 


tries and provide them with safety information. Most 
‘countries have thele own medical missions to accompany’ the pilgrims during 
Hajj. Beitish Haj) delegations. for example, normally take doctors with them, 
‘And the poor of the Maly forgotten. There are numerous 
‘orqanizations in Saudi Arabia devoted to bringing pllgeints feom poorer Muslim 
mntrles and covering thelr expenses purtially oF totally.” The biggest ts the 
Custodian of the ‘Iwo Holy Mosques Hal} Sponsorship Programune, which 
borings up to 1,500 pilgrims to Mecea from Kosown, Afghanistan, Syria, frag 
Palestine and Central Asian states at the expense of the King. Similar schemes 
re run by the Ministry of Haj, the Ministry of Islamic Affairs and the Saudi 
Cabinet ministsiey as well as the National Gund, the World Muslies League and 
other charitable organiaations 

‘The organization of Mt 


im world are not 


ts not simply a challenge for Saudi Arabia. The 
modern Hajj requires advance administration und management at the point 


‘of departure, in the countries from which the pilgrims begin thelr journey. and. 
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‘almost all Muxlims countries now have some form of pilgrim management. 
Malaysia and Pakistan were the first to establish centralized and well-funded 
Haj administration systems. Throughout the 1960s and £9708 these two 
‘countriex set the international standards in pilgrim education. medical services 
and subsidized air travel. tndonesia and Turkey have also led the way along 
‘slightly different lines. 


MALAYSIA 
Malaysia was the first to produce an innovative system of Hajj management.” 
During the early 1960s Malaysian economists noticed that Malay pilurims, 
who came largely from rural backgrounds. often sold thelr property. livestock 
‘or lund to pay for the Hal). They would then return, with no means of livelihood, 
10 1 life of abject poverty. To help Malay pilgrims avoid being trapped in this 
ceycle of poverty; the concept of Tabang Hall, or ‘the Hail fund’, wax developed. 
The fund provided a sivings infrastructure. allowing poorer Malays und woukd- 
be pilgrims to save gradually in advance for the Hajj. The ruril Malay thus 
benefited from the advantages of prior planning, received « return on their 
savings, and avoided the situation where their property had to be sold at a 
Jow price 10 generate immediate cash for the performance of Haj}. Rstablished 
bby an act of Parliament in 1962, in 1969 the fund was given the official ttle 
of the Mustim Pilgrimage Control and Savings Corporation and became an 
Independent body with a Director General 

Bot Tabang Hajl Is not just Hall bank devoted 
It also provides Hajj services, including transport to Mec 
Ma}) environment, accommodation, medical and hoalth care. and information 
‘and training on Hajj, Over 90 per cent of all Malaysian pilgrims perform 
Haj) through Tubang Haji. and over five million Malaysians now save with 
the fund, which in 2010 had deposits of $¥ billion. Apart from providing 
subsidized Hajj packages and paying dividends to savers, Tabang Hajt also 
pays out the obligatory zakut (the religious tax for the poor that is one of 
the Five Pillars of Islam) from each saver to recognized charities, Asan Islamic 
bank, Tabang Hajt only invests in ethical (Shuria-compliant) businesses 
‘and institutions. 
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PAKISTAN 


Pakistan ru nul Government Hajj Scheme, which receives applications 


from potential pilgrims through designated banks." The successful applicants 


fare chosen by a ballot. These who have already performed the Hajj during the 


Fs are automatically excluded. and uppticants who remain 


nxuccessful for two consecutive ballots are declared successful without ballot. 


The entire process, fram submitting an application for Haji to processing travel 


J». ts computerized. Indeed, Pakistan was the 


documents and booking, Mig) 
first country to introduce an online wystem dedicated to Haj}, which takes the 
wvment and airline booking 


potential pilgrim from registration, application, 


all the way to M 


Through the scheme. buildings are hired to accommodate Pakistani 
tents bn MU 
ed, Pilgrims also have th 
idm 


wision 


pilgrims in Mecen, arrangements are made for the p 


‘and Arafat, and Ha) fights ure organized and bool 


option of travelling with licensed Hajj group organizers 


‘own bookings, A medical t 
armed 
the Pakis 


Khuudlan-al-hujla: drawer fe 


1 ~ one doctor or paramedic, a 


ices, per 500 people 


Is with the pilgrims. Also 


Hajj delegation iy 4 contingent of around 500 people known ux 


the army: civil armed f nd Boy Scouts 


their sole function Is to attend to the needs of the pilyeims and to ensure tht 


feats, have 


all the arrangements, such ay the preparation of buildings an 


services 


boen properly made, Maximum and minimum air fures and char 
during the need publicly: The 


entire process is overscen by « number of committees consisting of ministers, 


aij are fixed months in advance and anno 


senators and members of the National Assembly. 

Each pilgrim is required to undergo training tn the performance of the basic 
edtwals of the Hajj This is 
boy ‘master teainers’. usually from Islamie studies departments of universities 
re lso brondeast on television 


wrried out at the district level Lhroughout Pakistan 


as well as volunteers, Training programmes 
and radio, and pilgrims are given interactive CDs to improve thelr knowledge of 
Hajj and inform them of all possible risks. 


INDON 


1A 


ynagement in Indonesia was in the hands of a plethora 
of merchants and travel agents, most of whom were linked 10 ane of the big 
religious parties. The agents worked with the Ministry of Religious Affairs to 
arrange subsidized fares and exchange rates, On the whole, pilgrim numbers 
from Indonesta were low= in 1972. for example, fewer than 23.000 Indonesian 
pilgrins performed the Haj), 


Traditionally Haj) 


WAN) AFTER 1950 


the anal Pa liga in aharta 
Photo Crack Paling, 2004 
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But all this changed after 198N, when the quota system was introduced. 
The number of pilgrims from Indonesia shot up tenfold. In 1991 a much> 
publicized Ha}] by President Suharto ~ presented locally as a grand spectacle 
~ increased the popularity of the Hai}. The pilgrimage was transformed into a 
the organization out of the hands of 
ate agencies replaced small 
1 providers of transport, lodging, medical care and 


‘major business; and the government too 


private business and effectively nationalized {t 


peivate fms as the n 
Information, The country also developed a complex system of international 
leases, amsembling the world’s largest fleet of rented aircraft for each Haj) 
dishunding Kt for the rest of the year. A Hajj Directorate 
Was established {0 oversee the management and train the potentiul pilgrims 
Hach person receives a package of guidebook 
{transportation and health issues ay well as prayers and the spiritual st 
of the Hay 

i" 
Pokiston a pik 
Hj) in tadonesta pilgrims can wait for ws long as six years. In Pakistan, the depeit 
forthe Hai) x paid when the pilgrim Is ready to xo to Mecea, whereas in Indonesia 
tho deposit ~ $2.500 in 2010 = is paid upor registration. ta 2040 the fndonestan 
‘ernment Was holding nearly $2.4 billion on deposit from prospective pilgrims, 
‘with 2.1 million people on the waiting list. And this list is growing: according to 
‘official figures, between 15,000 and 20,000 peuple register every month, 


seavon and 1 


vering accommodation, 
ieance 


nesia adopted # lottery system similar to Pakistan's. 


whereas in 


oly hus to wail for a maximum of three years before going on 


TURKEY 


The main Turkish body responsible for the organtaition of Hult isthe Presidency 
Of Religious Affairs. more popularly known as the Diyanet. It was established in 
1924. after the nbolition of the caliphate. and is the highest retighows 
initially the Diyanet did not play any role in the management 
of Hj). which was organized on an ad hoc hasis by travel agents and other 
‘estublished businesses catering to pilgrims 

Moreover, the Hall was highly politicized, Pilgrim numbers from Turkey 
Would increase under a civil wovernmont and decrease when the ulitary assumed 
power. Political leaders also used the Halj to increase their popularity.” It was 
Prime Minister Erboki who first established a ceniralied Hai) management 


inthe country, I 


WALL AFTER Vos0 


system: the Diyanet emerged as a de facto coordinator and undeclared national 
body responsible forall Haj sews." 

Recemily Turkey has also adopted a computerized lottery system. Rach year 
around $00,000 people enter their names, but only 75,000 are ehosen: the 
winners’ are announced nationally in a ceremony. The walucky ones have to enter 
thelr names again and again until they are chosen, While the Diyanet manages 
every aspect of the Haj. a substantial number of Turkish pilgrims still use the 
services of designated Hajj operators, and there is no formal pilgrim training. 


The organization and management of Haj} is not ax developed in other Muslien 
countries ws It is kn Malaysia, Pakistan. Indooesie and Turkey, In Tran, the 
managementof Hajj isundertheconteolof he Hajj and Pilgrimage Organization, 
wh 
directly hy the "Supreme Leader’. In 2010 over « million people had registered 
with the Halj and Pilgrimage Organization: the number of pilgrims from 
Tran hovers around # million, although numbers can vary depending on the 
relationship between the two countries.” Nigeria administers ity Hajj via a 
urims’ Hourd in the Ministry of External Altairs. The I 
‘of India, an autonomous body constituted under an act of Parliament, looks 
after the affairs of Indian pilgrims. with the Haj) Seetion of the Consulate 
General of India in Jedda functioning ux a centeul processing agency for visa 
and other requirements. 1m Hritain, Hal) organized through Saudi-approved 
‘operators. who secure visas und provide facilities in Mecca in conjonetion with 
‘mutawwifs. Around 25,000 British Muslims go on Hajj every yeur: there Is also 
«a formal delegation. which includes doctors and social workers. usually led by 
4 peer or junior minister. 

However. things have not always gone well for pilgrims. fiven from early 
Islam they suffered from being preyed upon by the unscrupulous and this 
unfortunately can still ke place today. Given the complexity and anyounts of 
money involved in Hajj, allegations of corruption are not surprising. Regalar 
‘accusations of “Hajj scams” have been made in a number of countries, For 
‘example, in Indonesia, government officials have beca charged with exploiting 
the numerous requirements of the state-run Hajj for personal gain. Riven nt 
‘a respected institution such as Tabang Haji individuals have been similarly 
Indicted, and pilgrims from Nigeria have frequently complained wbout poor 


‘hs located between the Pilgrimage and Foreign Ministries but supervised 
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accommodation and being left stranded at Hajj terminals. Even in Britain tour of thelr Hajj experiences on the walls of their houses. In Egypt 


alors have been accused of Meecing pilgrims. In the past a few have zone for example. Hajj painting is a well-established tradition: the usual symbolic 


Sri Vitek bos kia Whe lcs vere eaeed ithe Pie Jements (the Ka'ba, the Haran mosque, the sacrifice) and images of the 
eS ae Se journey (aeroplan s) are painted on the walls of the pilgrim’s house Peers 
side and out, by i athee than experienced artists (see pp, 60-1), ‘personal dary, 2006-7 
AFTER THE HAJJ 
THE HAJJ IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY shame, uh 
As soon as the rituals of the Hajj are complete, there isa frenzied rush to buy cof ap ein the 
Seaasrolva plese ot the hci eae crests thea ‘ite Ort ih The Hajj has now passed the much-feared figure of 2 million. tn 2010, around 4 when the Hoy fo 
leraiii loko thie conurbasion of Mecca, Ghicee op tie ground leur of. ghee 1.8 million foreign pilgrims performed the Haji. When we add 800,000 local 5 
butldings und hotels ove he moxque are open twenty-four hours a day pilgrims ~ Saudis plus expatriates fr over the world who live and work inp 
sat oil cove ee earra iupkcdapeaoas hcssls al tena he Kingdom ~ we ean see ho itis gotting tw 3 million, When the day af 
Hay) Mabe sigraniations’ass Seek SIeBi Sie oerte Gi - Arofat. the 9th Dhu'l Hija, falls on w Friday ~ known as Hal/ahAKhar, “the Groat 
Chinewe beads for the poor, but the rich prefer prayer beads with expen 
models of the Ka'ba and the Grand Mosque. And everyone takes bottles of | 
aimaiin water (in plastic replicas of traditional jars} back with them. Such is th 
Increasing demand for Zamzans water that in 2010 the King Abdal an 
rut ‘ ; tres o water. part of which fceds directly to the Masjid al-Haram and \ 
me on noi Which also goes into the containers that the pllgruns take h 
Ces te But not all the shoppi done in hops. Vilgrims from “ 
‘ " wares. Haty and sunglasses go fast, but they also sell prayer rags with pic 
fof Mecea. peayer beads. oud (ut local Nes embedded in 
The pilgrims now have the right to the hanorific title mien and | 
a for women, indicating that they have performed the Haj). In the days of 
id. when performing the Hajj was a serious and highly ha . ‘ wd the Ka" bo, 
fow undertook the great journey. being a haiji was a high bonowe Although ue ' 
nowadays the title is less used, the sense of Ret 4 m Uonna 
pilgrims from the Middle tast and Atticn, p arcu 


l 


two million worshippers. Follow! 


1 local participants ca double. 8 hese 1 
— 1 coming decades. The number of pilgrims is expected 1 problems of the 2006 Haj). the old famarat 
Bridge ix now being replaced by one twelve 
wipe ment of Hal] has thos become un ev storeys high"* A replica of London's Big 
f D> tppeectans [ca what Se Involved toda Ben (and five times it called the 
Hs a basic stats Royal Clock Tower, hax already been bul 
" just south of the sacred mosque. Prayer 
uty ond by {O00 Maghris attivesat the Bi sit'at Sebda'e Kind ABU AEA will be announced from it daily, aad it will 
ph bic 15,000 bures are needed to transport the pilgrims from Jedds to 3 muscum.* Monoralls taking pilgrim 
= 4,000 more than all the buses i seas ou init in 2010. New developments adjacent te 
York the Haram will feature two fifty-starey 
thirsty pig ack 
14.000 men w yed to heep the area cleus The twenty-first-century architectur 
3000.00 pilgrims have to be given medical treatment in an aver and al-pervasive modernization of Mecea 
2.1000 mutawnrf guides work during te Hai mist Abdellah Hammoud 
£60,000 public telephones and 415 postboxes are located in the boly are performed the Hajj in 1999, he found 
1,500 barbers are licensed to save the heads of pil ! Mecea 10 be hesitating between the 
2-5.006 ased helping to reli and a film set and complained 
NSO families of Zaunui acct renee SA onstant “evasion” of technolog 
traditionally looked a swell ol Zaniseen, dheribos Rae: consumerism. Michael Wolfe 
wa wrican historian of 1 
49 pabblen = Une sine ot aero lose gk exe lari wi 7 Mecca, thought ‘that the stree 
Satans’ in the Jamarat area during three days (do the su sembled Houston" and found them just as alienating. Others have complained 
of developments that diminish the spiritual experience of Ha 
The Hal) pushes 10 the limit every spite of organization known to ma But All the changes that have taken place in the holy places in 
tw keep pace with continuod i thie Sal toler ay recent years. the Hajj remains an awesome and wondrous endeavour that 
extended. rod si relia Ve eather pesbagihc tbat al combines a chullenging physical regime with a demanding spiritual quest, 1 
extension, which began in 2007 and will be completed ta 2013.Ds ; 1s truly on Integrated mind-body-soul experience, Most pilgrims are unable t 
phase the Ottoman scnilla raiiseed ekanbestaaeeenaiae find adequate words to describe the true depths of their feelings or the profound 
hulls, BO a 26 ih. and its cupacity will be increased to a i nature of their experience 


The Modern Art of Hajj 


The idea is simple and, like its central element, forcelully attractive. Ahmed 
Mater gives a twist to the magnet and sets in mation tens of thousands 

of particles of iron that form a single swirling nimbus. Even if we have 

‘not taken part in it, we have all seen images of the Hajj... Ahmed's black 


cuboid magnet is a small simulacrum of the black-draped Ka’bah, the 


“Cube* ~ that central element of the Meccan rites. His cireumambulating 
whirl of metallic filings mirrors in miniature the concentric tawat of pilgrims 


and their seventold circling of the Ka'baty... [his] magnets and that larger 


lodestone of pilgrimage can also draw us to thin 


The response of artists today to the experience oF the idea of Haj 


manifested in a great many ways through ph 


Some of these wor 


highlighted whase work ¢ 15 lil 


aftist and doctor Ahmed Mater dan early version of Magn 


2007, Powertul and evocative, this has developed into both an installation 


f photogra 


led Seven 


(fig, 193), made up of a hundred and forty-four steel blocks a 


4 formation that corresponds to the footprint of the Ka’ba (ab 
8 xB rm).! With prayers sandblasted in layers over the st 
work was inspired by his father’s Maj. 
do it, And he changed when he came 
how overwhelming it was.’ Kurdish 
Ka‘ba in a different way, The work llustrated here (fig. 194) is trom 
Precious Stones’, in which 


lights the signific 


Kurdish people. For the artist, 


regard as their only friends, and the stone of Mecca a focus of prayer an 


source of solace in a world of conflict and displacement 


te 
yy 


AS : 


9. 195 
Section trom the itera es 

oF the hares 

Inca or Mecca, 1985 

Sik moms 

Hike R2 on 

Navser B Whalll Coecion of Miami Av 


Teataen th ire mete ast pad 


‘dgrtary 1 repla the Some prevented by 
Sadtan At abasie n 6 


Textiles of Mecca 
and Medina 


‘The most iconic of the objects associated with the Hajj dre the textiles offered 
to the Kaba, Elsewhere in this book. Kennedy and Irwin have referred to the 
{extiles of the Ka’ba within the political circumstances of the time. Here, along. 
with the textiles of Medina, they will be con: 

‘The textiles of the Ka’ba comprise a n 


ina little more detail, 


ber of different elements. Including, 
nied of the 
‘height of the wall of the Ka’ba, Over the door a curtain {sitant or bun’). Inside 


‘a0 overall covering. (kiswa) and a belt Vhisin) placed wt ubout 


the Ka‘ba are other textiles: « curtain to the door teading ta the roof known wn 
Bab al-Tawha, and red and green textiles with chevron designs on the aside 
walls. Within the sanctuary, the Maqain theahim was also covered with w teste, 

In theeely perio, the sources talk only about the kiswat The word itself means 
robe," but ove time jt became increasingly el with the Ka’ and 
rom the beginning the sources speak of“ Aswitht sof 
Haj) the tradition of cowering the Ku'ba with Aslamie origlos. part 
of an ancient tradition of veiling sacred pl 


respect, 
Tubba Awad Kamil in the year 
for textiles to the Ka'ba. Me is said to 


According to legend, it was 1 
AD 400 who was the first person ti 
han 


Yemon.* Uip to the eve of Islam, the sources continue Lo mention Uhe practice 


1s It with Mavafir cloth, « special cloth woven in the Ta'ixx district of 
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YP. dated 1371 AH/AD 1803-4 
Uwend padding 


Fig, 197 Far right. 
Egypt oF Mecca. late 19th or aa 
201h century 


of covering the Ka’bat leather of woven palm leaves are referred 10 as well ax area of Egypt.!! These and other factories also made the famous tia: textile. 9-199 Abo 
textes offered by preminent mseenbers of the Quragshi tribe or , fuoructetlacd by their royal and benedictory inscriptions. Whot is interesting — PE sas ed i apgau 
Prophet Muhammad himself witnessed the ceremony for covering the Ka’ba abous this last reference and later ones is that sources talk about a number of miroir in ser and lve git wie 

Bene re ae spsteoks as u stx-your-old child and during the time of his Farewell Pilgrimage itis said Xiswas being offered "Umar had ordered two, as we have seen. In the cary ith We am ay Pe 

pean bam Br shoe that Yemeni cloths were at this time used for the cc Following entury there was concern that the fabrics were not robust enough for their "Ne" 0 Sail Coles mea 
nf the Prophet Muhamma 5: josie tha och ecaats heconeaenl purpose. as they needed 10 last the whole year: In 821 the Abbasid caliph wl rafep el ves 

: chee tive of the ruler who considered he had xuzerainty over the holy Ma‘mun (81-33) asked the postmaster of Mecea what was the best type of cover CD als dames Cees 
two tan fe Ache isles, although peivate inesis: beowa ty Baa Be eS forthe Ka’ba. and it wos agreed that lt should have three coverings: red brucakle, Ab Ann av ada 

= bepyeoptabapalieag cy the ka’bu, A notable example wax the weokthy tweifth-century medieval Coptic cloth and a white fabric from Khurasan.’"? tts significant that this white orame a eri 

(396-9 se : merchant Ramisht from Sten, who ls said 10 have covered the Ka'ba with Khurasani cloth was also said to have been used for the thram garments 

fe etna ape Chinese textile With all the different terms it i dificult to establish exactly what the Riswir 

SAS R's Ham Bec a suse of During the Islamic ps pete pepe of the early period looked like, It is clear that over time « number of colour 

rane sun th ater iad Mat Cie] whe i aa ween Soc Kiel nl eile ase a n feature early on. One question is whether the presence of the wor Kswm 

Sim = ino Seti the same ufter him. When Ma‘awiya bn Abi Sufyan ¢ ERTS part of the inscription. as op the Henaki textiles (see figs 200-1), definitively 


fe Cora Aaa (112, fol (13 Kubati means Coptic and these wre (yp dance Kiswa. contained in the inscription’. of whether this had some ather meaning, 
tana maybe te leo dt the Fgyptlan Copts. even after Islam, The fnetories were In the Tnais-Damietta perhaps referring to particular workshops 
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Fig, 200 Top 
Tiras tragin dated 810 AN/AD 922-4 
nen 

39-5» 66.5 4m 

enati Museum, Addons 


The Kul sverption in rt 
1 Gd the Merce and the Compassionate 
‘iessing of God tothe she 9 GO Do Yar 
‘kimom st Mugtone ilo] vhe ra of the 
‘oth ay Got ppt fom What wes 
‘ordered by He vise ‘Al on Mua 

Inthe sate warts of Ms 

Sheen ofthe wn 0 


ig, 20) Above 


Twas Wrage, dated 300 AN/AD 992-18 
Linen 


The Kite sey 

fatima 
the Tanna may Gos supp 
year 400) Kia 


ig, 202 Near ryt 
Cover from the Prophets tomb chamber 
At Medina (etal 

‘Ottoman Furey, 170-180 century 

sik 

ix Teun 
Master 0. Khalil Calection of lame Ar 


The insertions atenaning bands tuba 
Aer conus of Biningt upon the € 

{1 the Prophet end prayers oddrevied 19 the 
Prophet Muhammad ‘Gacy Lar heres 
‘none but He, Muhammad the below ot my 
{ord ond Tvayers ond Peace be upon yu, 
O menienger of Goa. 


ig, 203 Far right 
ul) 
Tuy, 170-180 


rom the Prophet 


Navser D: Khalil Collection of amis Ant 


oo scleclyghatuovbellilenbalyddfleal A iRyatutesh iti baalibe | 


> otal 


ind the ritual 
1184: 


An evocative dexcription from the early period of the kis 


‘around its renewal is provided by Ibn Jubayr, who witnessed 


‘Saturday. the day of sacrifice at Mina. there was brought by camel from 


the camp of the Ira! commander to Mecea the covering for the Holy Kaaba, 


The tiew justice walked before i with 4 garment of Sawad cloth sent by the 


Caliph. Nags Mlouted above his head: deums were beat behind him — The 


ed to 


‘above the Kabah. On Tu 


covering was placed aa the venee 


13th of this blessed month, the Banu Shayba undertook to unfold It, a cloth 


of bright green, pomsensing a beauty 10 enchant all who looked upon It. Above 


there was u large strip of 


nbroilery with inscriptions: on the side that faced 
the Venerated Station of Abraham and where the holy door opened... one read 


the first house that was founded for men the other sides the 


ame of the Caliph and invocations on his behalf... to the beholder the Kasbah 


then presented the most comely sight appearing as an unveiled bride in the 


finont sitk brocae. 
{bp Jul 


‘on {Wo of the sides (between the Yemen wad Syrian 


ye further tells us that it was made up of thirty-four plewes, nine 


ener, and between the 
Black corner and the Iraq corner) and eight on the other two sides 
When the 


aks Wook over Kgypt in 1250 they also 


k charge of 


rexrives 


MECCA AND MEDINA 


lor the Kaba, date 1263 AN/ 
AD 1846-7 

‘iver and ver it wore on black sik 
wih red wk appliques 

$50.x275cm 

NNawer D, Aral Collection of lame Art 


tn orectonghe bs the conte tthe 
commiting tent nthe name of the 
‘roman Sultan Abd weld (1839-64 
Among i tei Lard oF the He regio 
The ete retered 190% aloud a 
‘har the manoured or cube curtain, 
‘ond withthe sate 1268 A 


The vet embroidered with Quan 


‘and benedctory mpi in varity 
‘tyes, On te block ak ground in 
ches around the border are th Fano 


(1T-2) and war a hia (172324) 
ap warting on 
10) floes 
dy sn abou (178). Bater dt The 
a cntouches 0 the Oh grave 
From ura Baga (2.288). The ower 
touche on the bck ground trom 0 


he inition 0 the we grad 
crs the tg Far Ours th Te 
Fam in avr yer. A 0 SqUrE 
Dermeen the vere othe (Ivane verse Fas 
‘My DUN 6G and i the eortuche 
in orge sr the Bava Tesowed Uy 
ernest the surat ath (4, Hes alt 
re ore od. moy ha glory be mighty 
Munaramad on Pon be pace ond 
frown surat aA (1254-4) 
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fig, 205 


incr 


a. although this wus 


tested. with the k 


period on we can begin fo get a real sense of what the kiswa and jis attendant 


actually looked like. i Topkap Pal 


fare part of the hisam, ¢ 


cro tht thaymert wa hgh cided that the kisw made in Egypt 


i peactice that went on until 1844 when the bl 


oxtablished factories ot Hereke 


est known example 


artain was made in Egypt 
mo he ran of Rao 1504 during the reign of Suleyman the Mag 


of Selim It (1566 


an was quickly ¢ 


2 number of yarlations i 


ate with embroidery tr 


remained virtually unchanged until the present day. ARhough mostly ma 


made in Istanbul 


INTERIOR 
TEXTILES OF 


TEXTILES 


KA'BA AND 


textiles should be mad 


were also made for the Prophet's mosque at Medina and it is the texts of the 


At Medina these 


the Prophet's Lomb (see p. 


© hung on the gi 


of the Kaba wer 


accession of a new sultan The one illustrated here (fg. 195) was made in 


ia of by Indian craftsmen in Mecea in 1935 following earlier models and It 


sting to note t 


{t replaced the kiswa presented by Sultan Abd al-Axix 


11 in 1861, demonstrating how Jong an intern 


1 kiswa was left up before being 
replaced 


Our knowledge of the technical aspects of the making of the Kiswa and 


the other outer textiles 


snes largely from nincteenth-century Eyypt. The 


factory was established by Muhammad Ali Pasha in 1817 in the quarter of 


Kharunfash in Cairo. Skilled craftsmen were in charge of different aspects of 
the manufacture and well-known calligeaphers were involved in the design of 


the inscriptions ~ one such was Abdallah Zubdi (d. 1878). The work on the 


textiles was done through contract between the tentmakers (Kiiamin) and the 


ministry of religious endowments (awyaf). The tentmakers w 


ill be responsible 


for cutting out the kiswa; the sitara for the door of the Kaba and the Bab al 


ba, the hiswm, the key bg and him, These 


he kiswa for the Magan tb 


ned over to the embrolderers. The costs were prodigious and 


Jorge collection of tema wich weve then 


om he Wier A Me 


Fig. 208 
Waistcoat 

619th centuty 

‘ih lamas 

Miaseurn of amie A Malaysia, 
uns Lumpur 


Thi waltcout i Muy sve mane om 
{9 pace af the intern hsm ofthe ka'bo 
‘he sil, with medotons shaped ike 
‘hanging lamp etwveen the 29209 devon, 
fagnesents «phase the evohition of these 
fenties datoble 10.1800 and preoabiy 
mode in Burs. Ine the mast oe 
‘Ihe ome of Go. ‘ya muin (eaten 0 
‘eay). The Protenion of Faith (shahada) 

In he wide band ond ather verse ram 
the Quran 
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Wis kn 


m that during the reign of Abbas Hilmi tt in 1901, 4.550 Egyptian 
pounds were spent by the Ireusury on the sacred tevtiles for that your, The 
Haw ed to be sent from the Kharanfush factory in Fgype until 1927, 
ly and the other work (the 


afer which the craftsmen made 


dyoing and weaving of the ou 
Faward 1 


xr Kiswur} was outsourced (0 other factories. 
the 1880s 
surrounding the parade of the kiswu before its departure to Mecca 


Cairo i 


scribes in detatl the ceremony 


This and almost every shop ... were crowded with persons attracted 
ty 


let 
rise the four portions which form each side of the ‘Kisweh’ were 


1¢ desire of witnessing the procession. “About two hour 


borne past ..cach of the four pleces placed upon an ass with the rape 


TEXTILES OF MECEA AND MEDINA 


‘with which they are to be attached ... after an interval came about 
twenty men bearing on their shoulders a long frame of wood upon 
which was extended one quarter of the ‘Hezam’ {belt}. The Hezam 
4s in four pieces which when sewed together to the Kisweh form one 
continuous band to surround the Kaabeh entirely .. The inscriptions 
are in gold well worked in large beautiful characters surrounded by 
u border of gold: and at each end where the upper und lower borders 
unite, the Hezum js ornamented in a tasteful manner with green and 
red silk. The "Burko’ [the i 
‘long stretched upon a high flattish frame of wood fixed on the buck 
of # fine camol, It was of black brocade, embroidered in the xame 


ra or door curta was next borne 


manner ax the Hexim, with inscriptions from the Kur-an in letters of 
gold much more richly ornamented." 


The family who had charge of the ronewal of the kiswa was traditionally the 
anu Shayba, who had had responsibility for the care of the sanctuary since 
before Islam and who had been confirmed in this role by the Prophet himself 
The Banu Shayba therefore prepared the Ka’ba and the sanctuary for the 
rronewal of the kiswu; they would wash it with Zamaaun water and perfume it," 
‘The Bana Shayba were also responsible for disposing of the Ka'ba textiles once 
they had been replaced. The kiswa. the belt and the interior textiles were eut up. 
‘So many more examples of the door curtain (sitara) have survived that more of 
these appeur to have been preserved intact. Particular sections were reserved. 
{for example for the Sharif of Mecca or other dignitaries, but the anu Shayba 
‘were uble 10 sell the other pieces in special shops near the Bab al-Salam.® The 
chovron-patterned textiles of Medina were also cut up one 
During the Ottoman era large number of such fabrics from Mecca and Medina 
were returned to Istanbul, where they jolned the sultans’ ‘swered relies’ or 
individuals acquired them to be placed on their tombs or turned into garments, 
Jackets, belts or hats.” 

Now the tim and attendant textiles are made on specialized looms in 
Moca. The first kiswa to be made in Saudi Arabia was in 1927, when King Abd 
aal-Avis opened a factory in Mecea.!" An nge-old tradition continues there with 
master craftsmen and calligraphers using both traditional methods and the 
Jatest computer technology to design and manutocture these sacred textiles, 


they were replaced. 
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